a So —s —Soe 8) od PW em CO) 8] Mote) ~) aie) om i fev-N aya ve 


The essential guide to home computing 


July 1997 ¢ Issue 58 CD Edition ° £4.99 


Ungrade your 
monitor! 


Is bigger, better: 
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During the day Roh delivers small packages 
via motorcycle. In the evenings he delivers a 
devastating payload via twin Pratt and Whitney 
F119-PW-100 turbofans 


iF-22 Raptor. An airforce of one. 


Experience the extremes - the ultimate fighter in the 
definitive sim. 

Unleash the lethal power and devastating arsenal of the 
most advanced combat aircraft ever to leave the runway. 
Shatter the silence of quarter of a million square miles in 
a 3D world of mountains, valleys and omnipresent danger. 
Nothing else delivers the same rush. 


© Over 250,000 square miles of photo- 
realistic terrain rendered from real 
satellite photos and elevation data 


¢ Truly dynamic campaign system - never 
the same missions twice 


¢ Active cockpit with on-screen switches 
and controls are not just for looks, 
they're fully functional 


¢ Instant action, single mission, and 
campaign play 


* Huge variety of planes and vehicles, 
all actively participating inthe ground 
and air war 


“Sets new standards for terrain graphics. 
The most realistic F-22 sim to date.” 


- CGW (June) 


iF-22 Raptor” 
The flight sim with real 
altitude 


, AVAILABLE JUNE 
Gingers Court, First Floor, 36a High Street, Bracknell RG12 1HE © Tel: 01344 409399 © www.imagicgames.co.uk 


iF-22 Raptor is a trademark of Interactive Magic. Windows 95 is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
Cover illustration by aviation airbrush artist Dru Blair of Blair Art Studios. ©Copyright 1997 Interactive Magic. All rights reserved. 
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COVER FEATURE 


37.....PC Profiteer 


That there PC of yours cost you a bob or 
two, did it not? Probably well over a grand 
in fact. It may surprise 

you to learn that there 

are a host of ways to 

make this money 

back, and quite pos- 

sibly more... Check out 

Jason Holborn’s advice on 

how to make “loadsa 

money’ with your home computer 


COMPETITIONS 


32.....Smarter Encarta 


Fancy the latest copy of Encarta, heavy- 
weight encycolpedia from Microsoft? 
Fancy 50 of ’em? Well, you can’t have 
them all, just the one, but you stand a 
decent chance of snagging some of 
the £2500 worth of prizes that this 


34 .....\Win 17 inches! 


Fed up with your crusty old 
14 inch display, with that 
annoying coffee stain on the 
front from two years ago? 
Well, now’s your chance 
to bag one of two 17” 
monitors worth £1000 from 


Microvitec 
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REGULARS 


21 .....News from the Home Front 


Have we got news for you? Well yes, we have actually, and lots of it, in the form of 
software, hardware, serious and gamesy stuff. Read all about it! 


50.....The Leisure Dome 


All your multimedia and CDs that don’t fit into the educational, business or games 
sections can be found hiding in this section 


52.....—Education at Home 


Education expert Pam Turnbull shares her thoughts on the latest in edutainment and 
tutoring software with us all 


58 .... Shareware Scene 


Paul Noel shows us all his artistic skills in this month’s Shareware Scene which looks at 
the quality of paint packages you can get on a trial basis 


60.....Mr Webster 


Virtual Reality is where it is, according to one popular beat combo, and Mr. Webster 
investigates this possibly rather flippant statement as regards the Web 


102...Write Home 


“Honi suit qui mal y pense’, as someone once said. And indeed, if you’ve got a problem 
with PC Home, then write in and tell us about it. Don’t be scared! 


138 ...Next Month 


On this page you'll find, well, what can only be described as a brief summary of what 
will be in next month’s magazine. Cos that’s what it is 


FEATURES 


44 ....Make Some Noise 


If you regularly “hit the dance floor like a bulldozer”, then perhaps you should seek 
medical help. Or read Neil Jones’ feature on sampling 


47.....The Web — Cutting the Costs 


Neil Jones shows you how to make a saving using the Internet. It can be done, we 
assure you, or at least he assures us 


WORKSHOP 
105...First Aid 


Problems with the old computer? Step forward consultant and PC specialist Duncan 
Evans. He'll stroke his beard and make knowledgeable umming and ahhing noises 


112...Business Park 


It’s the business, our Park. Check it out for the latest reviews of the more serious 
applications you can get for the PC 


N T S Gmec 


115...HARDWIRED 


Come browse through the hardware section and join techy Mr. Shaw as he explores the 
wonderful world of 17 inch monitors and game controllers. You'll also find a generously 
large round up of miscellaneous hardware 


116...Just Seventeen 


NEG MultiSyiie M700 ssccrsssnccsssneraven 116 
Ata GMB TET nivinesvixsuccisensaivenanine 117 
PIE WERCEOSCATY SY onan cusarsoiernasvanassccacts 117 
Figs PICKS CAN PIG eccccsstiwcawsvacs nsmensoonnen liz 
NEG MultiSyic SOV 177» sees ccssveeessensicass 119 
Hansol Mazellan 17PX...... eee 119 
Microvitec Pro-Scan. 175 .X. ssssvassssoneess 119 
Taxan Ergovision 750 TCO95........... 120 
Nokia 447Xi .ansmneneennnteenne 121 66.....Under Development 
GIS 407 i crasecgesscscnsiensisbaounicomntneel 121 He may not be as witty as Beefy Botham, as affable as Bill 
Sony Multiscan 200sf............eseesseeees 121 Beaumont, as cheeky as Ali McCoist or as scouse-like as John 
Mitsubishi Diamond Pro 67TXV ......121 Parrot, but Darren Allan nevertheless had a go at his own 
Sony Multiscan 2008X........scececeeeeeees 122 Question of Sport with this selection of previews 
Mitsubishi Diamond Pro 87TXM.....122 . 
Taxan Ergovision 730 TCO95.........++ 123 Reviews 
CAC G ciacewsntouserieosnaavospaaeromesitcndas 72 
OWS viscatorpiteeemergnereeeanaar. 74 
TD ccitciesssoxthtcontestabctssminabtesdnlniopendineeacetiedl 76 
SPCCGSIEE crasnnsievapnisinssansnniewsieinncseniionton ie 
124 ...Happy Joy D1: at oiscansssniscntspsdtedasesecscocentieemeencases 80 
: Redneck KAM Paes cccincsccnsenicomseinaneaages 82 
Looking for a new stick to play X-Wing 
ae f ING@Od Bor SPCOG Qetscxcestcseeensscpenansnstasanes 84 
Vs Tie Fighter with? Then check out our 
CAPPIACED COND scsessnaxnsnaneassusensssennsetneneins 86 
extremely extensive Top Trumps style Premier Manager 97 89 
round! up of the latest and the greatest DAD ccissetiaiesecteintisenteiotivtnnstnetenmsnbinenes 91 
SCOTTI ocroinanasateaseatnenttasiiaanannmisoxtnscieds ol 
A cccsiniavavsenrsnerssannntiveaseiasavanoensancenanes 92 
Wha: TH A sat CLIN pa cannsiconnteanaenantones 92 
PHI BOD OG rxcccceewscancostoncctanporteotinseonic 94 
129...New Hardware Axelerator sant ealesacaceiendilpieesemtatssabomadtece 94 
SnapScan 129 US sa escrnxancavatp centonnbenitnnteenoneaes 96 
CrP cate ASD es ne 129 LOMAX....esssseeessssesssseeecsen pstaseeebanicdanneeresiay 96 
Figtiie MOVie SYSCCIM: cccsccsesnassnnsinnwienes 130 Actua Soccer (Club Edition).............. 96 
Righteous 3D 130 Pinball POWeEE PACK seccoscsessasnsesencnseinnane 96 
DAtAWI1SS CS PI cccerccnerinksonmsnmnnnsaunesd» 132 
VideG PHONE UPRrade sivccscrecsonianuments 132 98.....Home and Dry 
MMS 702 Speakers ....s:.sssssseesseeeseeeeees 133 This month sees the second and final part to our Discworld II 
DOT nes eves ns veitudesiesiamnvasenaabanasnansaans 133 solution, along with some tips on cheating in Blood and some 


10..COVERDISC 


This month we’ve gone Microsoft mad on our coverdisc, Set your sights on the Ericht 
youll no doubt be pleased to hear. First of all, we have an best value magazine RMiotthe 
upgrade for Encarta 97 which will turn your copy of the subscription there is, prices quoted 
most authoritative CD-Rom based encyclopedia into the most up-to- and avoid disappoint- rt raatonel on 


date in the world. 


Then we have a full product — as always — Microsoft Scenes, the Undersea Collection, 


a screensaver worth £19.99. As if that wasn’t enough, there’s also a 90 day trial version 
of Money 97, and a 60 day trial version of Publisher 97, so you can see what the fuss is 
about these products first hand. Are we good to you or what? 


18 Subscription ; 


ment as our future line- 
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Game WIZA Is RI ULTIMATE 
WAY TO MASTER YOUR 
be J FAVOURITE GAMES. FULL-MOTION VIDEOS 
| SHOW YOU HOW TO CONQUER EACH 
) LEVEL/PUZZLE AND MAP TECHNOLOGY 
ALLOWS YOU TO PRINT MAPS AND HINTS, 
H==] GAME WIZARD RUNS IN A WINDOW 


DURING PLAY, CONSTANTLY MONITORING 
: . THE GAME. IF YOU GET STUCK, OR WANT BETTER WEAPONS OR 
mc Pia hee , LIVES, ETC, SIMPLY CLICK ON GAME WIZARD AND IT WILL PAUSE 
cee” mae THE GAME AND POP UP TO HELP IMMEDIATELY, 
DUKE NUKEM, TOMB RAIDER, NASCAR 2, 
PHANTASMAGORIA 2, LORDS OF THE REALM 2 


Co AME KON : , nee COMING SOON - CAME WIZARDS FOR 
a RO eae oy. at é MDK, DIABLO AND MAGIC THE GATHERING - 


THE FIRST ITEM YOU SELECT FROM THE 
FOLLOWING LIST WILL BE CHARGED AT 


LUCAS ARTS ARCHIVES = INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANNS, SAM N MAX, DAY at | Simulator FotiXer end | | ALSO AVAILABLE: EXTRA LEVELS, CHEATS, ETC FOR THE PRICE SHOWN, BUT FOR EVERY 
OF THE TENTACLE, REBEL ASSAULT SPECIAL EDITION, STAR WARS SCREEN SAVER La THE FOLLOWING: EXTRA ITEM YOU MAY DEDUCT £{ 
PLUS DEMOS OF FULL THROTTLE, DARK FORCES, REBEL ASSAULT 2, THE DIG AND TIE MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIM 6 FOR WIN ’95 ceccscsssesscecsosseoos £37.99 D! Zone 2 He ona wine w eaia + + £9.99 FROM THE COST SHOWN! 
FIGHTER COLLECTORS CD, ALL THIS FOR JUST MIcRosoFt SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DATA Disx For FS6.£23.99 af ng Duxe = 3D a A £13.99 
3D Uitea MIN Gour MicROSOFT FUGHT SIM 5.1 & NEW YORK + PARIS.....sssse £37.99 | lor 90 ot oo ee 13.99 
Dimes ea Scenery Disk 6.0 - ENGLAND & WALES/HONG KONG ..£ACH £14.99 wi i a... ae 
Crm MACNN Gite fen a) ; a - 406 SCENERY DISK 5.1 - BRITISH ISLES 1 & 2...ssssccssssvseveeeessEACH £19.99 W! Zone 2 (Warceart 2) : : ; : ; : ee "29.99 
ACE VENTURA - Pet DETECTIVE... $91. : : SCENERY DISK 5.1 = EUROPE V.ssssssssssssssscsssessssssesssssssssee £29.99 phils 
Ach GOs, a bee : 3. SCENERY DISK 5.1 = LAS VEGAS..sssssscsessessessesetseeneun BE © REONECK AMINE ss csilicats el cielaesessosctelomesreupynen £25.99 
Mie "928. FUGHT SIU SHIM OWER is cats; cas rctcteamie tenn “aye pT ny GORY Be nae 
ACTUASOCCER CLUB EDITION oc. csiccssctccusceueseutetese : ‘ele. v2 S185 ; ee ee £30.99 
ype — & Macic/UNDERMOUNTAIN seats : £] F SHop - ORF OO scicravitsaneinn . pean Gaal chbohiedadadeeienieboseeh Meu nMAM Dna DUbGNIWRRUINUSUCnuu Aun ye 4 63°99 
NE OF OAM Wi loci scltie cascdasossaseesst sucibbsall Gvceuaqnaeani a ; = NGWTAINS EXTRA PRRIVESY SCEIGERY SOUS RUA INET sscessecsnssrensesscsvenisssosvutssnnanecnansonensyseacevsnannes 
MDMA 8) BANOO ae ee ee ee ae ROBERTA WiLLIAMS ANTHOLOGY - 14 Games!! Inc KQ 1-7.£25.99 
fi ra ae OE es : BOEING/BUSINESS JETS/AIRBUS/GREAT AIRLINES ............ EACH £22.99 SAND WARRIORS ........... sacansonstnscunsoeatannnanteenegneent £20.99 
ATi Oe £30.99 i PerFect FuGHT ROUND THE Worto Disk FoR MS FS 5.1 & 6...£19.99 GOOMCHED PLANET (IN 'G5).:...sectsveseosssssscostduessusyesicie £19.99 
Ae ee a £19.99 Fuvine Classics For FSG - FLY SOME OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT AIRCRAFT | SCORCHER sasssssessosnssvscssossssesssunonsesessnssesccsnanescerenneees £22.99 Bic RED RACING ... 
AGH Baoo OF THE 20TH CENTURY FROM A SOPWITH CAMEL TO CONCORDE.£17.99 SCRABBLE Ge 1 de 7 BIOFORCE ........ 
ee £31.99 Do £1299 Wee £27.99 cen eee £6.99 
APACHE LONGBOW & HIND DOUBLE PACK. seein £19.99 Doon 2 (Win 95) + FREED Zone ot D ronan 1399  cxNewus dn 9) Sean Rauuy (REQUIRES PENTIUM 90 OR HiGHER) £24.99 Geek iia 
cme Di eae, ane ee anit ha ee rable Py PETAR S VSM it L027 SEMRIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER 96/97 sssssssnsscec£18.99  CHAMRONSHP MANAGER TA OG )GobOent 
ee a ae £21.99 Duke Nukem 3D PLUTONIUM KIT (ADD-ON LEVELS) ........ £16.99 Kick OFF 97 esessus,.., 28.99 sap a OF SOCCER 96/97 DATA DiSK...sssosessoe a ae CHAMPIONSHIP Maes 2 96/97 Data Disk 
ARMOURED Fist 2.0 (WIN '95)....scccssscssescessssssensessens £29.99 Duke NUKEM 3D MANIA - 1000 EXTRA LEVELS...........0.00. £10.99 on RENNER caresntentnnnslinrteceescoasonsoseconsossonssnsses : we THE SworD 
. re ene fe eshe i Cina tee en ‘yg i (EXPECTED MID JUNE) ......sssessssseesssseeees ret KIND . i, vein an 
WARD WINNERS CREAMER nas OCCER, Pro WUREY FP coccisionssdssseapeldosesuasidescvssecdeihonstouss ‘ 
PINBALL THE WeB & STAR TREK TNG ..assssscssssssones re ge Eh a eee oe £12.99 Ste alee ee AND WARCRAFT 2 TOOLKIT... wits 3s 
PAZRAEL'S TEAR ...sscesesesdalsesisndiesese shes easiia tive BOR COCO) THE DOUPIN :dsssscccevscceldtsccisenseclolsesleccouieendtuauy £21.99 iy 
BACKPACKER Sic) sseossnscssooussedceebsill enantio mniue atic ER ee ciisciuectesc eaarie actatuean ccs £21.99 . GHOSE £29. 99 
; ERADNCATO BGG viscuiss slide ct Watts, ecco cmraussssesecroee cane £23.99 Links Gotr 486 LS + 7 Courses + Free T-SHiRT.......£30.99 
ESSENTIAL COMPILATION VOL | - Fl, FIFA, PGA 486........ £14.99 Lins 386/LS Courses Per Pair RING FOR DETAILS......... £8.99 
So NOG ice eictesiveressounthodlligaMn cc ualay ation ayes bss LS Se Libraries Vows 1,2,3 - CALL FOR oe tl 
REMIMELL Sisceldssosasselecsvavdcussvcsecupeeneap taseanseseueccaniacae ate i OMAX IN Ne DEE RC 
FZ UNGHENING 2.0... :s5cosoisdlursconttlle peensersossnsvenntosoan £24.99 LORDS GR THE REAM 2 sccoscsecc cme lout ine scien £27.99 nell oad heel ate 
FABLE DSi iscsi sassckouussteccausceeteussleumesasecsuecwvodessiies £25.99 Lucas Arcuives Vou 2 « Tic FicHTer CoLlector’s CD, Dark Sh ie oom aor 
FATAL RACING wnernsnrnernnmnrnnnnning £14.99 Forces, Reset ASSAULT 2, MAKING MAGIC....nnnnsnn EE EO ih ll: ae 
FIBA GRGCER PO corstcsupoeosssieensccahstaivossvesnueviensy £10.99 MACHINE Sa £23.99 Sim City 2000 Cottection INCLUDES Sim City 2000, URBAN EES SRE IRS ce aan, RE 
FPA SORE ET sassiasecincilejsorsdtuscegnponscennesigaic £27.99 — Macic THE GATHERING (NUCROPROSE) oscctistsssssesssssosnes £26.99 Renewal Kit + SCENARIO DISK 1 + DISASTER DISK + SI Zone£27.99 
FIFA SOCCER MANAGER HOHPA ee enenyenaeeneeueereeennnaeenennayenens £26.99 MARBLE Dr Cee ecGpsecetseeteneeease £] 4,99 SIM Civ 2000 NETWORK EDITION Oe EON 99 
FINA DOOM eee occ liu aducscyssiibaWiiccs iesseoeuess £19.99 Mieco. 37 Site £27.99 
BG Ci von cscsisicinngsiblos neous cabtictsga thls srnspaneci BEAT MAASTERS OF MON Dc aessscnssessisssnsssasssncunsscanenssensie £26.99 Sim Gor £28.99 FI Grano P 
Formuta 1 (PsyGNosis) WIN ‘95 & D3D/SDFX .sssssec£29,99 MAX cccsssssssssssssssssscssinscasesnseustsnesnessnssssesun £23.99 Sailor £9.99 — F-15 Strike Eacte 
yes WNEEGIANGE (80, sisssciiisucorescoscsecsves bee sen ceusersys phe MDK....... see dbducsavenuoasiacscessadscdeceecedloemlosovencclae £25.99 Si TOWER. “$12.99 ‘ape a pape 
WOMEN i Uiiiisisuseibuavenssnssueescesgposesunidsssangeeiteessesess : ! R F Master Lu Sonic CD.......... £21.99 1ELDS OF GLORY 
GABRIEL KNIGHT 2: THE BEAST WITHIN ...sccccsecccsocsccsssee £12.99  MEGAPAK 6 - INCLUDES ALLIED GENERAL, RIDDLE © ] FUGHT OF 
KYRANDIA 3, ACTION SOCCER, PINBALL 3D, MANIC Karts, Druin, AL SONIC & KNUCKLE Is Ah 
BURTHRIGHT csc svssiscssscliuelovaulhlubesdusdosdssbasssedccetuisycetses £28.99 al WIZARDS (SEE BOK ABOVE). ccasccossescoocesoossossnse ee ag! UnoeR Je RACING, STEEL PANTHERS AND DEATH GATE....... £29.99  Spact Hux 2: V.OTB 819.99 
Caer Ne ull ssesseoesoee ie £91.99 SPACE QUEST COLLECTION 1-4. £28.99 
SOANeMOROOPHAHOROEO NOS HNOHMMMO SEMAN G Se OeH ESE oEDeoseseeenes, f PURO O ee Reeeeneeneneresteseegeeeeneeeesesosarocesecsaoesanoane, ‘ SPACE STATION SIMULATOR... £28.99 
LS LcesscussHll Ue PHUPEPuGi EE Usideariossesosevestsssnsslae £24. Ws GAICRO MACHINES S..scscsccacesscretlosseestssopsesenssosscatbicsgebho WREST sd £94.99 
eb N NUCROSOFT GOLE NG us iccssvssosssvevesecossesssvosesesdonusoastes £14.99 Suton £1799 
Microsort RETURN OF ARCADE = PACMAN, Pote PosiTiON, Dic un One £25.99 < 
DUG AND GALAKANI! (WIN '95 ONLY) ..cnsnsesnentnse re eee <i O19 99 omen 
| DESKTOP WHERE THEY CAM EAT, SLEEP, \ 25 JP \ MIG ALLEY sesssnersentetnevnenntntnntnnnennntne CE Ses, mem eta ""609'99 i 
} PLAY GAMES AND RUN AROUND. Born as \ Aig PS WHO Sef cl iil raseapiuluvelbsosustouet £29.99 cue re cad trethceseooenesenneaame ae £19.99 £9.99 
£23.99 PUPPIES AND KITTENS THEY DEVELOP A WAONSTER TRICK MADNESS oos.hs csc cocscesseccsccosassecenescditens £30.99 poe Terk en ons + *EXCLUSIVE® Ai Posres®32.99 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER '96/97 EDITION + Iraua “951! £16.99 MONTY PYTHON & THE HOLY GRAIL...scsssscsssssssssecsnsnessuees £28.99 Seah Thee KLAN £73.99 
CHAMPONSHP MANAGER FOREGN LEAGUES Fe, Gen, IT3 FOR £9.99 Mortal Koma 3 (Speciry WIN "95 O8 DOS)nnnuiBl2.99 STAR TEC RNGON rrr rnnnrnnninnnnnnnn SD 
CHESSMASTER SOOO oscccscosvesssscus¢ssisbostedt eseonscesbestans £25.99 MoTo RACER £29.99 Gras Tune Ye Mix? Goninon: A teui tka ease 810.99 
CIVILISATION 2ivcssciieterecvessesyervucd le itsssituys £27.99 it ere eve £24.99 
CIVIUSATION ? DATA Disk: CONFLICTS IN CIVILISATION oy £12 99 " ig viene 3 Coe eed en oeeerneeernyeenenesensesecccesocsunenaeseeenboss £98 99 
GHANDESTING fac cilessaglscasletieltesseocsanceltl tiptensestesaccesy £23.99 uhe2. 24, ah i cman : £93.99 
CLOSE COMBAT Giles a ieeecs see pstescsseeceeak P5089 Gal Pi 8 i a : weds erin £31.99 
CHIDO vccssnctretss e UussUPUlales ilnstiebonesssestiasuive ssa £31.99 — Perrect GRAND PRIX - EXTRA CHEATS & EDITORS FOR GP2........ Live ‘9 wk wine Ul £95.99 
COMMANCHE SO°(NOVALOGIC) crccscrecccscssccnnavasessencons 20077 | GRAND PRK MANAGER 2, 0 cccssecsessuetusnnsnee rene . Tactcow (DATA fracas £F 2000) Ramtec uc cat Cle gaa ge 
HARDCORE 4X4 Peo ae nt 24.99 PreTIRTTTTTITT Titi Titer Tie * 
Command & Conquer + Covert OPERATIONS ......++. £24.99 eg aaa a a = TEN PIN UREN cscsccgssceet sesssceoosssesosenssatitensculvascelucatetaus £27.99 NHL Hockey '96.. 
COMMAND & CONQUER RED ALERT... mverennensneh G99 | la ae “eae TERMINATOR = FUTURE SHOCK sssssisccssoeecccteeseorrsesttass 7.99 «fer Gon 
Coe RED: 250 LEVELS FOR RED ALERT ...csssssessossosesesees £7.99 pies af ann, eo TERWINATOR! SKYNET ccsscsssccestnnssccusovsontossnscll ee 15.99 PUVER MANAGER P EXTRA ccc coe. 
Are You Reapy & Atert?: 1000 teveis For Rep Auerr + 300 ARVESTER sossssesseee —_ aoa ; ME TEST DRIVE: OFF ROAD casssnsssccacesansnscsssconevnsssecceceresere £23.99 — POPULOUS 2 & POWERMONGER........sse.scccvscecnsescenseese 
LEVELS FOR COMMAND & CONQUER + 80 SHAREWARE GAMESE 0,99 | HELL BENDER ssssssosssssessoorsnsoe ey £12.99 « "A My fae ee ee Oe a Rreey | PYCHOPIMI asada, uh 
COUNTERSTRIKE - OFFICIAL RED ALERT DATA DISK .....eoreseu £10.99 |. REST, SMDOW OF iE SENT OR eS Fe THEME PARK & TRANSPORT TYCOON DOUBLE PACK ssssssssones £16.99 RAILROAD TYCOON DELUME «....cssssssssossssssecsernsssssene 
Covert OPERATIONS + OFFICIAL C&C DATA Disk as £10, 99 Heroes OF MiGHT & Macic yi Penneoroescennevoosscens: eneecese: £26.99 ‘ % THEME Hospital. £26, 99 REBEL ASSAULT 
COWARD & CONUETAND WARE 2 TOOURT:==--- 81299 HEROES OF MIGHT & MAGIC 2 DATA DISK. nnn £l6. OY re in tect nn 0799 Rerun 10 Zoe ee 
OHI cesses say sontpeteet peactpsinitostbcensennarsceessaiguaigat £12.99 Core Oe sn. - ~— VX WING sccsssssecscsceseovnsesesconsnnsuneveceoeee aot Sag pig dis ie Se as ae 
Ce ee £11.99 N DATA Disk - DEATH KINGS OF THE DARKNESS £12. IME COMMANDO stsrrntestensesiatenetnneunenataritscenen BSE OF THE ROBOTS ecscsscesssninscrssereosstonmsisasssisns 
CONQUEST OF THE New Wort (UNBOXED)..........-0++ £14.99 ats ee TINN 96 FISHING versccssessontsccinitanssessanteetariainy | ssi £24.99 eS fide ae Ptrinerenieuseetieye £9.99 
CREATURES «..reneencersnensnnigessonesteneescooutntentsinrnunnnever £14.99 OU asasansnssessesennnnnesenessvesanansennnsseinsen ed rhe ae a z SCREAMER oe 69 00 
er Li gdStLbseeeAGe Labia ausGCLeniaesssbvonnvecabinl o,f he cit - GLCRBMLMMAWNGUdtnieeddapbaueranscceaneguuemediibanidcs fl TOON STUCK i £19.99 Senin Wonrtp oF SOCCER (European Epinion) . wf. 99 
POOLOORIMERVCCERESO SO SOS TOC ESAEDOTE NSS Seooeeseeey % COO OR ERO ERE R ETRE HERO E RO HEHEHE OEE ROTO HORROR HOO RR Ee . Tor GUN vs sccsovespsedoccccocecosecoeseccesterc ac. ne rO.G8 HELL HOCK 
obits eg ia a alleen BUEN FONE vccniccade cess 2 bstnvnendaeedeservesvadinoevenrovanslea TorAL INSANITY - INCLUDES PGA EUROPEAN TOUR, SILENT THUNDER . 
—— ee Network Q RAC Ratty & Star Trek TNG.......... £26.99 3 " wey Sw 
D1000 - 1000 exrra Levers FOR Doom & Doom 2......... £11.99 TOY STORY POWERLAY, GAME, cscicecusssesesocclesesssrsdbsvedscoss £28.99 e a 5000 FE 
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AVIS AIEPADScclotscsccrscnarstsiials ceosesescseorsens web tA, NHANCEMENT, 20 VOI Li MUSIC SYNTHESIZER, 
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caccoccseevareveseerecsserceseceessteusesevesenenees 


\) 


eeeeeneoeeess: 


FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT .....-ssssssesssessveeseesns GET tee £24, ; me PORT. CAN BE DAISY-CHAINED TO ALLOW UP TO 

MONEY (WIN. "05) --seserocsenseinnssngnneoos TP ices ‘ ARTHUR'S BIRTHDAY PARTY .......:ssssccorcssscsccnnessconsnnesensssns ‘A SIMULTANEOUS DEVICES. 7FT LONG LEAD. 

MUSIC (PER COMPOSER) ......sssesssseesseeeseees 99... Zs ARTHUR'S TEACHER TROUPIE, <0 cissscccsocssscssscscecaseoscessseacans £23.99 

Music CENTRAL 96 canvitsci einai 0s; elie BERENSTEIN BEARS GET INA FIGHT....cc-ssescosecssecssvecsssecsnesenne £10.99 <& 
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OFFICE "95 STANDARD V7 .....sssseee GREGORY & HOT AIR BALLOON. ..sccssedasscssvcssessssssssoeonscens £16.99 NLY sssssssessssensee 99 
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PORTOISE AND. THESHARE. oocuf iss occdescacgilislcsvarciccestsversisvess £23.99 


McAree VirusScAN V3 INC QUARTERLY UPDATES....... £36.99 PROGRAMMABLE BUTTONS ON WHEEL FOR USE AS GEARS & 
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FUN SCHOOL 4 = <5/527/7-T YRS sssssosessuvsesesseccsssesssssssson £9.99 | WINDELETE 97 INC ANTI-VIRUS........:-se+sesseeseeneenes £24.99 i 
GAMES FACTION 2 aeccstcciides ccpolsocssseretameissientscatess £39.99 | WINPROBE 4 o......cecssssesesesessserssecessecssesssesenseees 7) | ° 
CGE MAGI soc ca cs istoecatesssbarsddesarecesststgiussectseey £12.99 


HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME.......ccccessssesesssceseessesseees £15.99 LANGU AGE 
«= LEARN TO SPEAK FRENCH, 

GERMAN, ITALIAN OR SPANISH THROUGH LISTENING, 
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= £18.99 4 £92. ce £22. 99 = 
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3D WALKTHROUGH Home DESIGNER 2 BEGINNER, INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED 3 BurTons, Dual STAGE TRIGGER & PADDLE SWITCH....... ; 
AA DRIVING TEST PASS FIRST TIME ..-ssccsscssseccsseessosuses £19.99 ONLY £19.99 Each F+16 TQS THROTTLE - TRUE REPLICA OF F-16 THROTTLE QUAD-RANT id ! 
AA STREETMASTER LONDON/BRITAIN & IRELAND.......EACH £31.99 Daur To & Tux bn SYSTEM. FEATURES TARGETING Cursor CONTROL, TWO DIAL — 
BBC ATTEBOROUGH’S ANTARCTIC ...scssssssessseccerssoseseses £23.99 Mf OOH | bt Od FRENCH/GERMAN/SPANISH/ITALIAN OR JAPANESE ...sssese Each £52.99 | Two 3-POsITION SWITCHES & 4-WAY RADIO SWITCH ....csss ; Canon BJC70 Cotour Busaizet - 360 x 360 DA, UP TO 
BBC GARDEN DESIGNER 3...sssecessssssesesesssseeeennsnees £19.99 esses Eunopness LANGUAGE Laas FRENCH, GERMAN OR SPANSH. GIVE YOUR fF F+22 JOYSTICK....navrsrstsntnstentnnenesnsentnstns £129. 3.3m MONO, 1.5m COLOUR , 20 TRUETYPE FONTS, WIN '95 
BBC IVASTERMAINGR ssi). 4, cccevceoessc Sere sit th vsseaueees £23.99 INSIDE Tm EARTH a 4 CHILD A HEAD START WITH THESE FUN TO USE PACKAGES £16 99 : COMPATIBLE 20 GH EEU Ceeteiisiscs cove <aksoesivinsessesnsverses g) 89.99 
BLOCKBUSTER GUIDE TO MOVIES.........ccscecsesssnnneanseess £19.99 ee —_.__—Eamtisaen Barmwasne Meanen sanel Esta tosesirce coc Se tittentend oe CANON BIC4200 Cotour Bussizser - 4.5PPM, 
BABWWOE  e. £10.99 Cream Ware eee £16.99 — ' EASILY oe ag veenseranesernsenneunneunennneuet 720X360 DA, 80 COLUMN, 20 TRUENPE SCALABLE 
COMPTON'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA ‘97 ..sccsccssessessecnesseesernes £14.99 CREATIVE WRITER 2... -ssesseessssesssssnersseniensennssesseesssssee FROM OR INTO FRENCH, GERMAN, OPANISH OR ITALIAN .....GACH SU7.77 = fp 00 ih  sssssnnsnnnnssiss : 
COMPTON'S MUTED BBE £21.99 EAI 6 EDN Pata £31.98 MODEMS —_C_sfor Gun Orca Jornec Wh tar a £25. FONTS, 6 BIMAFED NREACES, 100 SET FED... £249.99 
Cc ee eee XPLORA AIUME 5 esceseycsesdbonsesestegistsssoessseesssoes : ° t 
Cone DUW FB ile heck en eerie £18.99 Switch, WEIGHTED Base, 3 BEVELED ge) | Erson seep ue. Inner - 720 oF, Win ie 
DISCOVER ASTRONOMY .......sscsssesessseseneses SP icisepecch £13.99 Fine Artist + Creative Writer DOUBLE PACK...........ssesee+ £28.99 MOTOROLA 3400 | [Buttons Quick ACTION Trcce AND ZA _| | CONPUANT, PHOTO-REAL COLOUR ...sensrsrsnennnee ha 
FAMILY TREE MAKER... sssscsssssssoosnesasscasce sae i. ""G9.99 HOW THE LEOPARD GOT HIS SPOTS ........crcovsseeescesssosssssee £19.9 INTERNET SOLUTION > | | Epson Srvws 600 cout Innuet - 720x720 DA, 
FLAGTOWER GREAT GENERALS vassssssscessssesssvsnen Bsns )2, 09 oe a eared Wer ee OR all oa a > INCREDIBLE VALUE! CONTAINS: | | MONO, 27M Cotour, 5x LQ & 4 x SCALABLE FONTSE269.99 
FLAGTOWER HISTORY OF MEDICINE ,.....cce-esc+eees Das vsee £14.99 AGIC SCHOOLBUS - HUMAN Bopy OR SOLAR SYSTEMEACH £24.99 || Pee MO Ona ATAEAY DESKTOP | sot Tap Gum Iovericy 4 Top GUN oie) 
FLAGTOWER WAR IN THE PACIFIC.c.ssscssscesssesvsernaeessesese ©1990 © ULTIMATE HAUNTED HOUSE (oo. .cccssecssessccosestivserseonsoniie £24.99 28,800 PINTER AX DESKTOP ot Jorstick + Top vee Py TOP Gu HP Deskset 340C COLOUR INKIET.........ssssssssesssse £179.99 
FLAGTOWER WORLD WAR 1 OR 2 sescsssssssevssvecesee EACH £19.99 (BY MICROPROSE).......ss0 — HP Deskset 400C COLOUR INKIET....osssssssensen £154.99 
—_ Be OOO eae de Simro ae - UNLIKE MANY hn rc Ai ONLY SELL ee UK} HP Deskier 690C CoLour INKIET...............000 £239.99 
UINNESS: DISKOF RECORDS or; cbc: criss... Walbegrenmed: : SUPPORTED THRUSTMASTER , NOT UNSU US ALL PRINTERS COME WITH FREE PRINTER CABLE! 
GUITAR FES VOU TOR VOL 220 ice igess...--- teense £28.99 IMPORTS. WE OFFER FULL TECHNICAL BACK-UP AND HAVE A 
HUTCHINSON’S INTERACTIVE ENCYCLOPEDIA "97 ...-..so-- £25.99 Solution 10 pancee & READILY AVAILABLE SUPPLY OF SPARE PARTS. WH ALSO STOCK INK CARTRIDGES & SPARES - PLEASE CALL 
KEY HOME GOURMET yi cieatccyices sccscm,..-.crree £6.99 | en | | Seen | RE LIC Drorrice 22 £NN Conorer : 
WEOPEDIA UK TUNBOMED) ccc cccae ster feudeess-agees« £12.99 va Rosoncs 33,600 SPORTSTER $1 2. 9 REPLACEMENT CD Jewel Cases £1.99 
BOT WORDPRO iis. te ies peteatlansl es £89.99 1g) ce = £22. 36 “ Healy eae Ny es iy Le tls 6 H 
ee a pg lee. Se fey | Bilas Creative Lass MODEM BLASTER VOICE 28. Bieod. 39 ST EERING WHEEL 
a so £21.99 Pace NeTLINK GoLD 28,800 INT ........£99.99 COMES COMPLETE WITH GEARSTICK AND FOOT ; {pie aeRe pe Bi 
ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP OF GREAT BRITAIN...sess00e0£19.99 ADI BOO READ & COUNT 4-5/6-7YRS.ccssssevesssssessseeees 99 PEDALS (AlSO HAS BUTTONS ON THE STEERING WHEEL LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEXT GREAT 
OWGINS OF MARKING. .sSisss sees cetetesreibteens cies £24.99 ‘ADI Evousa & Matas 11-12/12-13/13.14/14.15, £19.99 DIGIPHONE DELUXE WHICH CAN BE PROGRAMMED AS GEARSHIFT OR CATALOGUE PACKED WITH MORE 
feats etna ENCYCLOPAEDIA ssssssessssssecesnonseen 5s BBC ANIMALS OF FARTHINGWOOD....sesssssssccceseseeeetee £22.99 =6]Call anywhere in the world BRAKE/ACCELERATOR FUNCTIONS). SUITABLE FOR USE OFFERS, COMPETITIONS, 
Wve cab acaealssaeeicenase sso evvenniabe tans ' BBC ATTENBOROUGH’S ANTARCTIC ...cscscssessesessesscnseseesh 22.99 for 1p per minute! Digiphone WITH ALMOST ALL DRIVING GAMES, EG GRAND Prix 

PLEASURES OF DEN sssdistenescassee nese aseescettesucerinesseoas £32.99 BBC Noppy £29.99 BH allows you to use your PC " R E vl : ws, PR EVIEWS, ETC, ETC oe 
Cs 6) wel ee £90.99 eT beanie epee saicrorhine ibe 2, INDYCAR 2, SCREAMER, DESTRUCTION DERBY, | [ial dnabhea he uletay an. erent Ae Sins ns 
Guin § DEE oc SE tar ee a . Versi Wipeout, NEED FoR SPEED, ETC 
Quicker Famny UAvvER £73.99 BBC WALLACE & GROMMID isis cceccscesscssccsccesssesoesessses £16.99 YF am ilike a real phone over the 1 7 Fl SIM STEERING 
cage ie " "639 99 CASPER'S BRAINY ee 9 ae a £19.99 _ eZ internet. Comes with 2 licences £64.99 wicsintom WHEEL 
cuit G ames (MENSA) 836 99 GEO SAPAER og eossr incs se csseoa £21.99 ‘|for you and a friend/family STANDARD JOYPAD PORTS - NO SPECIAL HARDWARE REQUIRED ? 
Seis WORLD “98,99 TOA RANGE - Miwe's MaTH House, MuPPeTs BEGINNING TO READ, member. Features: Caller ID, } Hand-stitched replica F1 
Taxcatc '97...... "673.99 Murrets READ LISTEN LEARN, SAMMY'S Science HOUSE, ETC...€ACH £13.99 | caller screening, poe encryption, ae SPECIAL OFFER !! 10” steering wheel , self- 
Wan GOGH: THe Man His LRG. His WORKS eae’ OG JAN PIENKOWSKI'S HAUNTED HOUSE .....esssssssesesssse £16.99 | adjustable digital sound quality, personal f4 BUY A MAD CATZ ’ centring and torque 

' ‘ ‘ ‘ POST MIND OF DR BRAIN Gece. iisi cre sceeeeee £22.99 phone book, conference calling, speed dial, R WHEEL _— action. LED gear change 

IEAND. Ge OR BRAIN (9.9). .cs.censesscsccentieneas £6.99 sbassel Yeo Lt pan voice effects, call An oar as oF ANY trulicetoe. Gear change lerellons an 
MADELINE PUPPET SHOW DELUXE........0:-ccceeccceeseeseees £28.99 ite tbe. p rye Spec 486 DX/33 4M B a steering column, 2 programmable 


Marty & THE TROUBLE WITH CHEESE & WHERE'S MORGAN ..£21.99 
£33.99 


buttons. Steel pedals. £179.99 


i eg i Boe 
ae = Lk ee bss Yo Pee ag ee c= out this order form and post fo : ITEM DESCRIPTION FORMAT = 
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Editorial 
WHO wants to be a millionaire? Well, judg- 
ing from the number of people who regu- 
larly play the lottery (myself included), the 
pools or bet on horses at ridiculous odds a 
fair few of us quite fancy the idea. And who 
wants to do proper work to earn that extra 
dosh? Well, not me that’s for sure. Why do 
you think I do this job for a living? 
Buying a PC and all the software you 
need and want for it probably doesn’t (at 
first glance anyway), seem like the best way 


to make your fortune. But owning a PC can 


actually offer a quicker, easier and, well, 
generally more fun way to make a few extra 
quid. In fact, once you start coming up with 
money spinning ways to put your PC to 
work, you'll soon realise there are a lot 

_ more opportunities to supplement your in- 
come than you'd believe possible. 

In this month’s cover feature Jason 
Holborn looks at some of the more feasible 
ideas and offers some sound advice. OK, so 
the chances of actually becoming a million- 
aire overnight thanks to your home com- 
puter are pretty slim (unless it picks the 
winning horses in an accumulator of 

course) but you can certainly make a tidy 

sum out of your PC if you put your mind to 
it. Just remember, start small but think big 
and who knows where you ‘ll end up this 
time next year! Oh, and if you ever do hit 
the big time, don’t forget ee that idea 
first came from! 


: Wayne Williams 
Edior 
_ waynew@idg.co.uk 


IDG is world leader in information services on IT. Magazines are 
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12 issues HD edition 
12 issues CD edition 


Darren Allan 
If Daz was a superhero he’d have to 
be The Incredible Hulk. Only it 
doesn’t take an angry outburst to 
make him turn green and start 
smashing up the place. Just a cou- 
ple of shandies on a Saturday night 
darrena@idg.co.uk 


Andy Shaw 
Andy would have to be Mr. 
Fantastic. Not because he is fantas- 
tic but because of his long stretchy 
digits which have scared many a 
soul up Macclesfield way. And the 
less said about his toes... 
andys@idg.co.uk 


Darren Evans 
Reviews ed Dazze would have to be 
the Human Torch. Not because he’s 
hot stuff (obviously) but because 
he’s always “Flaming this” and 
“Flaming that”. Or words to that 
effect anyway 

darrene@idg.co.uk 


Paul Noel 

Paul would have to be Tarzan, Lord 

of the apes, mainly because of his 

long hair, equivalent intellectual 

status and propensity for loin- 

cloths. Oh, and he is an ape as well 
pchome@idg.co.uk 


Tamla Swift 
Tamla would have to be the invisi- 
ble girl, because whenever there’s 
work to be done she suddenly, and 
inexplicably just disappears... Yet 
still knows when we’ve been talk- 
ing about her 

tamlas@idg.co.uk 
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Multiscan® sx range 


ntry level 15” and 17” 
CRT displays. 


Multiscan sf range 
Mid range Sony 15”, 17” 
and 20” CRT displays. 


Multiscan se range 
ip of the range 17” and 
20” CRT displays. 


Sony Information Technology Group 
A division of Sony United Kingdom Limited. 
Sony, Trinitron and Multiscan are registered 
trademarks of the Sony Corporation, Japan. 
Microsoft and Windows are registered 
trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation in 
the US and other countries. 
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It’s difficult to keep up in the PC world when processors and 


operating systems are changing each year. One buying decision at 


monitor. Many PC 


least should be clear and that’s your 


enthusiasts are purchasing Sony Trinitron monitors separately - 
rather than taking the system bundled monitor. They not only 


benefit from the best screen performance, but also the assurance 


that their monitor will outlast countless PC upgrades. So don’t get 


left behind. For clearer Windows ‘95, choose a Sony ‘97... 
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Encyclopedia 
Updates 


NCARTA is the world’s leading multimedia 

encyclopedia and the World English Edition 

is specially designed for the UK. Microsoft 
has committed itself to providing localised 
consumer titles, where appropriate. The UK is the 
largest market for CD-Roms outside the US and, 
as a result, an increasing number of titles have 
been created for this home audience. 

Localisation is an expensive, labour intensive 
task: The Encarta 97 Encyclopedia World English 
Edition is prepared for the UK market by 
Websters, a London-based publishing company 
with a 40 strong editorial team who also draw on 
the expertise of a number of specialist 
contributors. 

The preparation of localised UK versions is a 
complex process. It involves far more than 
changing the odd spelling and often involves 
developing new content — Encarta Encyclopedia is 
a good example of this. 

The localisation work begins with the whole 
body of text (about 10 million words in the case 
of Encarta 97 Encyclopedia) being adapted for a 
UK audience, including spelling and grammar and 
cultural context. But Websters’ work goes much 
further. In the case of Encarta 97 Encyclopedia, 
not only the content of the articles but the whole 
categorisation structure of the encyclopedia was 
reviewed and altered for the UK. 

Secondly, more detailed areas of the product’s 
content are considered in terms of its target 
audience — a UK version will focus on football 
where a US version would focus on baseball. 
Audio segments are then re-recorded with a 
Character voice appropriate to the country of 
choice. An image such as that of the Robin has 
been replaced to show the European Robin — a 
different bird from the one that lives in America! 

When the content has been localised, it is then 
Subject to final review and packaging is 
scrutinised so that the design is appropriate to 
the home market. 


ee) ee 
Monday — Friday call 01625 878888 


and ask for the PC Home help desk 
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The Encarta Updates are for 
the World English Edition only 


The World's Leading 


to date multimedia 


LOO% 


Essential updates 
ENCARTA 97 provides 35 new articles 
and over 300 new Web links every 
month by means of the updates that 
are available from the Encarta World 
English Web site at 
http://encarta.eng.msn.com/. Monthly 
updates help to make Encarta one of 
the most up-to-date and comprehen- 
sive sources of reference information 
available for the whole family. 

For example, the March 1997 
monthly updates include new year- 
book articles on such subjects as the 
Hale-Bopp comet which was visible in 
the night skies over the Easter period. 
Related Web links associated with this 
story include one to the official NASA 
Web site, as well as links to and from 
the original Encarta entry about 
comets in the main Encyclopedia. 

Other new yearbook entries include 
an article about the 1997 Oscars, where 
independent film company, Miramax, 
took home the honours with an un- 
precedented nine Oscars for The 
English Patient. Useful Web links for 
film enthusiasts include one to the offi- 
cial site of the Academy of Motion 
Picture, Arts and Sciences which hosts 
the Oscars every year. 
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fully tested — not for resale 


Encyclopedia 
the most up 


encyclopedia in the world 


Update feature articles available in 
March included an in-depth look into 
the mysterious Gulf War Syndrome 
which is reported to have affected sol- 
diers who took part in the hostilities. 
Useful Web links for this story include 
one to the Public Broadcast Service in 
the US who has provided an in-depth 
report on the issue in conjunction with 
the BBC. 

Encarta has a wealth of multimedia 
features including more than 28,000 
articles, more than 3,000 new or up- 
dated entries for 1997, plus 350,000 
links to related topics, more than 8,000 
vivid photos and illustrations, 100 
videos and animations, over 900 maps, 
more than 9.5 hours of sound, thou- 
sands of links to the World Wide Web, 
100 guided tours, easy to copy and 
paste text, maps and charts and photos 
into school work. 

The UK edition of Encarta has been 
produced to follow and adhere to the 
National Curriculum. According to 
The Times Educational Supplement 
(14.3.97) “Encarta 97 is now a serious 
educational tool and great care is taken 
to make the product useful and enjoy- 
able for school children”. 


Find Home Dictionary = More Information 


“HT eee @ Letter "A" 
fapedn enverticie tiie & j A, first letter and first vowel of the English 
|| alphabet and most alphabets of the 
i ee eG) Indo-European languages. The A shape 
MAOG Articles inist yg a apparently originated in an Egyptian hieroglyph of 


ENCARTA 


encyclopedia 


chee edeiiiin 


A, Capella 

4. A. Milne 

A. Bartlett Giamatti 

A. E. Housman 

A. J. Foyt 

A. Philip Randolph 
A.R. Radcliffe-Brown 


an eagle (2hom) in cursive hieratic writing. The 
Phoenicians renamed the letter aleph ("ox"), fram 
a fancied resemblance to the head and horns of 
that animal. In the earliest Greek alphabet, aleph 
became the letter ajpha; in turn, this became the 
Roman A, the form and general value of which 
were passed on to the peoples who later adopted 


overview of encarta encyclopedia 


“subscriptions and more 


F [caption | 


encyclopedia articles AWOL. the Raman alphabet. At present the sound of the 
find and view articles a ain “late” (long 4) is the name of the letter in 
ro easton English. The English a may indicate many other 
media features “Mh aa " " " 0 
expiere with interactive multimedia feat Aage Niels Bohw Saat, a0) Pe a 
P Aaitin, El Modifications of its sound appear also in other 


“online features 31,108 Articles in list modern languages. 


access up-to-date online information so 


‘dictionary 
look up word definitions 


More than 28,000 articles, 10 mil- 
lion words and more - all on one CD! 


Encarta 97 is probably the most comprehensive encyclopaedia available 
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e Information 


List of Updates 


Comet Hale-Bopp Provides Spectacle for Stargazers 
September Earliest Known Gliding Vertebrate Had Singular Ving Design 


October Feature: Sea Fish Stocks in Crisis ' re 
one another November Hubble Space Telescope Gets New, Improved Instruments Febo7 
ough many December John Glenn to Retire from US Senate Febo? 
aii oe January 97 Meteor Impact Site Provides Evidence for Dinosaur Extinction Theory Feb 37 
ak : February Researchers Uncover 400,000-Year-Old Spears Febo? 
in atomic March Feature: Journalism Jumps to the World Vide Web Jan 97 
fame ant EAST y Astronomical Society Meeting Highlights Black Hole Research Jan 9? 

A NGLAND ORG ; 
se LONDONS p atams link Breakthroughs Achieved by Balloonist and Antarctic Explorer dan 97 
tal Egypt Begins Irrigation Project Jan 9? 
Oil Spill Threatens Japanese Coastline Jan 97 
Lingle atom of Physicists Create First Atom Laser Jan 97 
n joined by Feature: The Origin and Evolution of Early Life Dec 96 
‘Ole | al bond. Aerospace Giants Boeing and McDonnell Douglas Plan Merger Dec 96 
Metronet Water is symbolized as HOH, or as HO. General Motors Introduces First Mass-Produced Electric Car Dec 96 
There are dozens of maps... oo A ee Mars Pathfinder Erberks sauce to Red Planet Dec 96 

About Yearbook | Directory Morth in Review | 4 Downloads 


wIMEDIA GALLERY ja [> [x 


“1 n CHIEROTER Go to the Yearbook after adding the updates to see the new articles 


Type in an = 


Come and get them... 


fr) anistan - = ne a Ret 
Africa Bhs scale 7 x THERE are eight months worth of Encarta updates here, adding 


Africa Under Colonial Rule : d . 
Africa: Climate Map information, events and facts that have occurred since the CD was 


=) 

° 

° 

° 

nai created. If you haven’t updated your copy of Encarta 97 yet, youre 
African Lungfish looking at information that is now a year old! 

Aftermath of Atomic Bomk ‘ 

Agatha Christie | _ Copy the files in the \ENCARTA folder on the CD to your 
oe is — au \Program Files\Microsoft Reference\Encarta Encyclopedia World 
agouti Bs . . English\Updates folder on your hard drive. (Assuming, of course, 
aacuture hVeructu |g en that this is where you installed Encarta to.) 

7,240 Media in list ee To copy the files, load Windows Explorer and change to the 


CD-Rom drive by clicking it in the left-hand pane. Double click 
the Encarta folder on the right to open it. Click once on the first 


| all. Go to the Edit menu and select Copy. Now find the Encarta 


..every animal you can think of and more! 
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sca mee file, hold down the shift key and click the last file to select them. 


REGULAR 


@ folder on your hard disk drive and select Edit, Paste. 


Then start Encarta and choose Online Features. Select Downloads and 
from there choose Integrate. At this 
point it may take some time, 
depending on the speed of 
your computer, but even- 
tually it will add all the 
updates for August 
‘96 to March ‘97 — 
everything avail- 
able at the time we 
went to press. 
You'll need 
around 10Mb of 
hard disk space. 
When it has fin- 
ished, go to the 
yearbook to look at 
the new articles. 


Location: \encarta 


TOUS THE ENC KCEGPERIA 


GET ONLINE UPDATES| _ 


HA OVER WORLD ATLAS 


Check out these previews of Encarta Online Updates or go to the Dawnioards page to 
access these features if you own Encarta 97. 


EXPLORE & TORI. 


MPS PMGRE ENED 


Pieview Yearbook 

This month's instalment of the 
Yearbook updates to Encarta 
Encyclopedia includes a special 
feature article—jnvestigating Air 
‘t@shes—and special analysis of an 
ongoing story—The ityatery of Guif 


\ar Syndrome. A Table of Contents 
listin 


GET ONLINE UPDATES 


Preview Web Links 

The latest Web Links include British prime 
ministers, coverage of the United 
Kingdom general election, the British 
Museum, Morocco, gardening, and Robin 
Hood. There are also hundreds of sites on 
other subjects, including pictures and 
maps, audio and video clips, and the full 
text of literary and historical works. 


19 all the articles in this month's 
instalment appears on the Preview: 
Yearbook page 


Feature of the month: 


Encarta 96 or 97 
can go to 


Downloads 


There are updates available on the Internet... 


FORER THEE SRY AP Beha 


GET ONLINE UPDAT 


| 


on 


ma 'f you own Encarta 97 Encyclopedia World English edition, 
we click here to download monthly Yearbook and Web Links 
updates. 


DISCOVER WORLD ATLAS 


SEA 


4 OMLINE Lf 


ViSiT SCHOOLBOUS 
EAPLGRE A TCC 


RELPIMORE TREO 


GET ONLINE UPDATES 
m If you own Encarta 96 Encyclopedia World English edition, 
%. diick here to download monthly Yearbook Builder updates. 


The December 1996 instalment is the last update available for Encarta 
96 Fncyclopedia owners. The programme for maintaining an up-to-date 
encyclopedia continues, however, for people who upgrade to Encarta 97 
Encyclopedia. Owners of the new edition can download at least 35 
Yearbook articles and hundreds of links to the World Wide Web FREE 


each month, for a total of 17 monthly instalments, providing current and 
ve sak 


tha cantant.of Encarta Encuclanadia 
Fat eG eta et a eG IO COR Ma ge ec aera RT, 


..-but save yourself the time and cost of downloading with our CD updates 


12 Fe Home July 1997 


Microsoft Scenes adds wallpaper and a superb screen saver 
Microsoft Scenes V2 


(Undersea Collection) 


MICROSOFT Scenes displays full-colour photographs or pictures on the 
computer screen as the screen saver and wallpaper. Using transition effects, 
the Microsoft Scenes screen saver changes images one after another while 
your computer is idle, reducing wear on your screen and providing security 
for your system by hiding your work-in-progress and offering password pro- 
tection. 

When you work at the Microsoft Windows desktop, the Microsoft Scenes 
wallpaper displays behind all open windows, dialog boxes, icons and other 
desktop items. You can display the same wallpaper picture continuously or 
change the wallpaper picture each time the screen saver changes. 

Each of the new Microsoft Scenes collections — which include Brain 
Twister, Undersea, Sierra Club Wildlife, Sierra Club Nature, Sports Extremes, 
Flight and Hollywood collections — contain high-quality images. You can in- 
stall just one or all of the collections. On the PC Home CD is the complete 
Undersea collection. However, you can personalise your screen saver and 
wallpaper by creating a Microsoft Scenes personal collection that contains 
your own pictures. 

Each picture in a Microsoft Scenes collection comes with a title that iden- 
tifies the picture and a Picture Description window with more detailed text 
about the picture. For a personal collection, you can add your own titles, de- 
scriptions, and photo credits. 

The Scenes Wizard makes it easy to create, edit, organise, share and enjoy 
personal Scenes collections. It’s easy to quickly put your favourite snapshots 
onscreen. Using the Wizard you can create a new collection using individual 
picture files in any of the Scenes compatible formats. You can edit or change 
the order of the pictures within a collection, and add and edit the picture ti- 
tles and descriptions, perhaps to mark and anniversary or a special vacation. 
The Wizard also enables you to copy a collection to floppy disk, so that you 
can pass it on to your friends, or to add a collection to Scenes. 


Location: \scenes 
Installation: Run setup.exe in the disk1 folder 


No gobbledygook. No cyberspeak. No jargon. With WEBplus, getting on 
the Net couldn’t be easier. Call us and see. We'll send you all the software 
to put you on line automatically — and we'll throw in a free months trial to 


get you started. 


Plus a whole lot more. 
You'll get everything you need to get the most out of the Internet. We'll give 
you unlimited access from anywhere in the country, at local call rates. There's 
free telephone advice 7 days a week, from 9am to 9pm. We'll give you a free 


licensed version of the latest release of Microsoft® Internet Explorer™ and 


“=| Gall us on 0345 932758 


Microsoft® 
Internet 


Explorer Visit us at http://www.webplus.co.uk or contact us at info@webplus.co.uk 


masses of free software. You get FIVE e-mail addresses — so everyone 


who uses your computer can have their own address. There’s access 
to over 25,000 news forums. And the fastest connection to the Internet 
(for you techies, that’s 33.6kbps). We'll even provide you with a massive 


10 megabytes of free web space for you to create your own home pages. 


For a lot less. 
All this for as little as £9.60 per month”. To enjoy the net with all the pluses, 
minus the hassle, call us now on Lo-call 0345 932758. It spells WEBplus, 


so it’s easy to remember. Call now. 


WEB 


Internet for everyone 


*based on a 12 month account excluding £25 connection fee and VAT. Lo-call: all calls charged at local rate. 
Microsoft is a registered trademark in the United States and other countries and the Microsoft Internet Explorer Logo is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 


Music Ace 


THIS is a fun and educational program 
for people of all ages, from children to 
adult. It teaches you all about music, 
such as the types of notes, the bass and 
treble clef and so on, and also lets you 
create your own music. 


Music Ace 


Location: 
\musicace \ winfiles \mademo\95 
Installation: Run automad.exe 


Quiet 
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Learn music notation and create your 
own music with Music Ace 
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 o 
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version. Should you decide to buy the 
full product, you can continue to use the 
files you create with this time-limited 
version. 


Family Health 
Encyclopedia and 


Amazing Animals 

SIMPLE explanations of more than 650 
diseases and disorders, practical guid- 
ance on preventative health care, and re- 
assuring advice on caring for your fam- 
ily, and a magical interactive toybox 
featuring Henry the lizard to guide you 
through games and activities galore. 
These are non-interactive demos, but 
can easily be uninstalled afterwards. 


Location: \money 
Installation: Run money.exe in Win 95 


Microsoft Publisher 97 
for Win 95 


NOW you can create distinctive newslet- 
ters, brochures, Web pages and flyers 
without any design experience. Publisher 
97 brings the ease-of-use and efficiency 
of the Windows 95 operating system and 
the power and flexibility of an award 
winning desktop publishing application 


Location: \dkmm 
Installation: Run setup.exe 


Microsoft Money 97 
MAKING sense of your money isn’t al- 
ways a simple matter and keeping track 
of where money is coming from and 
where it’s going can be a full time worry. 
Microsoft Money is the easy and smart 
personal computing solution which pro- 
vides everything you need to take control 
of your finances ‘quickly — including a 
complete set of tools that make it easy to 
manage your money, make sound finan- 
cial decisions and plan for the future. 
Now you can try Microsoft Money 97 
free for three months with this special 
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together to allow its users to create pro- 
fessional publications quickly, easily and 
cost effectively. You can try Publisher 97 
free for 60 days with the special trial ver- 
sion on this month’s CD. 


Location: \ publish 
Installation: Run SETUP.EXE in Win 95 


Internet Explorer 

SAVE the time and cost of a download 
with this month’s disc, which includes 
the latest version of Microsoft’s Internet 


3D Ultra Mini Golf 


THIS game from Sierra is a computer 
version of crazy golf, and features some 
Superb graphics. The demo lets you play a 
few of the holes from the full game and is 
a real challenge to your golfing skills. 
Each hole is based on a theme and you 
can try the US wild west and Dutch holes 
among others. 


Location: \ minigolf 
Installation: Run setup.exe 


Try this computer version of crazy 
golf — it’ll drive you potty! 


COVER CD @ COVER CD @ COVER CD @ COVER 


Explorer — 3.01 for Win 3.1 and 3.02 for 
Win 95. Microsoft Internet Explorer 
opens the door to the new, active 
Internet by providing an easy-to-use, 
fast, and secure Web browser that meets 
and exceeds existing Internet standards. 


Location: \explorer.w31 

Installation: Run setup.exe in Win 3.1 
Location: \explorer.w95 

Installation: Run msie302.exe in Win 95 


Harvest of Souls 

SIERRA’S playable demo contains 360- 
degree panoramas in which you can use 
your mouse or arrow keys to look 
around an office that even Mulder and 
Scully would find spooky. You can also 
examine certain objects by clicking on 
them. To quit, press the Escape key. 


Location: \harvest 
Installation: Run setup.exe 


Outlaws 

OUTLAWS combines first-person gun 
slinging action with stunning cinematic 
cut-scenes, to create an exciting Wild 
West adventure. 

You are former marshal James 
Anderson, on a mission to retrieve your 
daughter, who has been kidnapped by an 
evil land baron. Drawn into a conflict 
that you never wanted, you will be forced 
to use your wits (as well as your trigger- 
finger) to rescue her. 


Location: \ 
Installation: Run olcddemo.exe (Uses 
DirectX) 


FSP League Monitor 


THE League Monitor is designed to store 
football league fixtures and results. With 
the results and fixtures data, the League 
Monitor is able to produce a wealth of 
Statistics presented in a variety of differ- 
ent forms, such as tables, bar and pie 
charts. 


Location: \football 
Installation: Run setup.exe 


Visual Home Deluxe 

VISUAL Home is the easiest, most realis- 
tic way to design, visualise and experi- 
ment with your home project before you 
spend money. Experiment with millions 
of combinations of furnishings, sizes, 
colours, materials and styles, including 
appliances, furniture, fixtures and car- 
peting. | 


Location: \vishome 
Installation: Run autorun.exe 


‘Help the Jolly Postman sort letters, send 
parcels, and design stampe and stationery 


at 


Beond on THE JOLLY POSTMAN booksby Pee [ie 
JANET & ALLAN AHLBERG 


¥ SUPPORTS 
\ ONLINE NATIONAL Weal 
\ INTERNET faite ~ 


’ LINK een 
CD-ROM 


Collect and share Geography, fs 
stamps created by users Mathematics, RRP: £24.99 
in the world stamp book Art and English 


on the internet. Key Stage | 


a 


Published in association with Inner Workings. Based on The 
Jolly Postman books by Janet and Allan Ahlberg, published 
by Reed Children’s Books © Allan Ahlberg 1986, 1991, 1995. 
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Complete the form below and return to: — Posteode 1111111 Tel LILLE iii | 


; ; . PC = Mac O Please Tick 
Customer Support Manager, DK Multimedia, 9 Henrietta DE, 
If you would prefer not to receive information about future DK products tick here. O 


Covent Garden, London WC2E 8P%S. *While stocks last PCH97 


READER OFFER 


July 


Hook up to the Internet with a Hayes certified 
modem and MSN for as little as £75! 


RE you still getting to grips with 
your PC? Do you want to find 
out what the Internet has to offer 
and make the most of its great features 
and regularly updated information? 

Then Microsoft and PC Home can 
help you! We’ve teamed up to bring you 
a great offer to help get you online! Join 
up to MSN now and you can get a Hayes 
certified modem for as little as £75 to- 
gether with one month’s free access to 
MSN, The Microsoft Network, one of 
the world’s largest online service 
providers. 

With more than two million members 
world-wide, MSN is one of the fastest, 
easiest, safest and most popular ways to 
get started on the Internet. MSN pro- 
vides a valuable collection of communi- 
cation and information services which 
you can really use and original content 
that you won't find anywhere else on the 
Internet. 
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If you are one of the first 25 readers to take us Cy oo)amaiaits 


offer, you will get a copy of Microsoft's Mel ale rterele ayes 
J alen\(e1 Le) ol =te lt le) alm Be 54@)\V/ a V/Ielgokstohaed sialot-late iow, 
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Fol anv oyialarcandaloan aelammanlvliaiaatsvelteyaictelaela-tsitoh} text, vivid 
photos and illustrations, exciting videos and lalate la(olae 
maps and audio clips, Encarta 97 Encyclopaedia is the 


essential encyclopedia for all the family. Children following 
dam areldlolarelmeelag tore] Ulaam ili olclatetiienizelaa tits specially tailored 
content, and with thousands of Web links, more information 


throughout the Internet is just one click away! 


And taking up this great offer is easy. Simply call 0800 333 333 and ask for Microsoft 
Encarta Modem Offer. 

You'll be sent the MSN software you need to get online and be given the choice of 
four great modems to choose from: 


Prophonic 33.6K Voice Internal for £75 (RRP £99) 
Prophonic 33.6K Voice External for £79 (RRP £99) 
Prophonic 56K Voice Internal for £99 (RRP £129) 
Prophonic 56K Voice External for £109 (RRP £149) 


All feature a voice answer phone, fax send and receive features, plug and play mecha- 
nism and come complete with cables and software. The 56KVoice External and 
Internal models feature hands free speakerphone when used with multimedia PCs and 
K56Flex support for download speeds of 56K when connecting to compatible sites. 

With a Hayes compatible modem and MSN, logging on to download your monthly 
Microsoft Encarta) 97 Encyclopedia updates from the Internet 
couldn't be simpler! 


Offer ends 30 June 1997 


Encyclopedia. Worth £49.99, Encarta 97’s World English 
edition is easy to keep totally up-to-date and comprehensive 
using the monthly update feature available over the Internet. 


INTERNET ACCESS MADE EASY 
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TECHN 


TO PC HOME FOR AS LITTLE 


plain why some of you have experienced problems getting hold of your copy. 


Subscribe now and we'll guarantee you 13 issues at the low, low price of £1.99 per copy. 
That’s the equivalent of around 


If you haven’t already subscribed you may already have 
the amazing FULL WORKING SOFTWARE PACKAGES which we've featured on 
our FREE CD-ROMS. These CDs have featured the following complete programs 
worth between £30 and £50 


HUTCHINSONS ENCYCLOPEDIA COMPTONS INTERACTIVE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
BODYWORKS TRIVIA WORX REDSHIFT PICTURE PUBLISHER INFOPEDIA 
PC PAINTBRUSH DESIGNER MULTIMEDIA ORGANISER LEONARDO 
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So subscribe NOW! 


Not only will you get the equivalent of around 8 FREE 


MAGAZINES, but you are also GUARANTEED, YE 
SOFTWARE WORTH ALMOST £400. ) aD, Eee 


All this for only £25.87 a year. Now that’s what we call great value. 


“offer only applies to UK residents 


Ee PC Home June 1997 


as £1.99' 


WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


FREEPOST 

Subscriber Hotline: 0151 357 1275 
Fax the order form on: 0151 357 2813 
E-mail: database @dbdirect.demon.co.uk 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


You are free to cancel your subscription at any 
time, and for any reason. If you choose to do so 
you will receive a full refund for all the copies 
which haven’t been mailed. Should you have any 
queries our subscriptions hotline will be free to 
answer all your questions on 0151 357 1275. 


CURRENT SUBSCRIBERS 


If you already subscribe to PC Home, you can 
extend your subscription with this special offer. 


TO SECURE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Fill in the form and post it complete with 


payment to: PC Home, FREEPOST, South 
Wirral L65 3EB 


EUROPE AND REST OF WORLD 12 ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Europe/Eire: £69.50. World: £89.99 


TELEPHONE HOTLINE: 


Os os Loy ie a 6 


PC HOME MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION 


APPLICATION FORM 


YES! Send me a year’s supply of your lovely mag at 
the even lovelier price of £25.87 — saving 60%! 


1918 


Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 


AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 
Name of bank/Dbuilding society........sscssessssessseesesseesesneeneesnesneesessssssesssssveeseenseaneenennenyy 
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Your account no. 


PTE TET Lit 


SiQrature(S) ........sscesseccesseeeesreeesseeesrecesssssessescnsseecesssessreestaeeenaneeesees cess 


POUT TITURTUPEE TUE P Ua OO en OC ee aN ialallalaiid 


Your instructions to the bank or building society: 


| instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my account at the 
request of IDG Media. The amounts are variable and may 
be debited on various dates. No acknowledgement 
required. 


| understand that IDG Media may change the amounts 
and dates only after giving me prior notice. | will inform 
the bank/building society in writing if | wish to cancel this 
instruction. 


| understand that if any Direct Debit is paid which breaks 
the terms of the instruction, the bank/ building society 
will make a refund. 


Bank/building society may FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
decline to accept Instructions Originator’s Identification No. 

to pay Direct Debit from some | [5 [1 [4|1]2 
types of accounts. CONOR Re RE ORE ERNE CEE ORE ERE ER EERE ENTERS ERP ERE ERN ESR TERT ERD ER 


*I| wish to pay by: 
L} Cheque/Eurocheque/postal order payable to IDG Media 


L) Credit card 
(Visa/Access/AMEX/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect) 


Expiry date Card no 


(7 LEE CL LEE Lee 


SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE for card holders 
Tel: 01513571275 Fax:0151 357 2813 


Complete this form and send it to: IDG MEDIA, FREEPOST, 


South Wirral L65 3EB. (No stamp needed if posted in the UK.) 


Deliver my magazine to: 
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime phone no 


(_) Tick this box if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 
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| Unsurpassed 
24-bit picture 


640, x-4Bt 


iad 


Pixe 


Two 
resolution 
options, for 
up to 

72 photos 
between 
downloads. 
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99 ODO 8ODOO DO: 


Download 
photos up to 
4 times faster, 


thanks to 
Agfa 
PhotoWise 
oS / software. 
sa ? 
® (}? 
drag and | 
5 4 drop photos 


7mm(e° into any 
OLE2- 
compliant 
application 
using 
PhotoWise. 


POLO HELOELE® 
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SSSSSSSSSSESCOSSOSSESSSSSSSSESSESSESE®S 


Preview 36 
photos in 
only 10 
The new Agfa ePhoto™ 307 lets you take digital photos and download them into your PC = 
or Macintosh,° just like other digital cameras. And, like other digital cameras, there’s no 
film or processing, so you can have your photos instantly. But the ePhoto 307 gives you 
better-looking photos. The fastest previews and downloads.The most user-friendly soft- 
ware, Agfa PhotoWise" And it comes standard with Adobe® PhotoDeluxe” which lets Wels) No earning 
WIR Vfol Ul ato) alo) Coxon aal-1.4-m ol] auatel-\ mer] ae (fuel (-lalol-laom oll al-cxe lola laa{-laichtel practically any- ea onthe 
thing else you can imagine. The ePhoto 307 is even easier to handle than other offe lies) aaa aoe ras 


can use the 
cameras, thanks to its ergonomic design. Quite simply, it’s the best (offe |i =] mer-]ani-le- Ie lami Gs 
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ePhoto 307. 
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AGFA and the Agfa rhombus are registered trademarks of Agta-Gevaert AG. StudioStar, SnapScan, 
FotoLook, FotoSnap, FotoFlavor, FotoTune and AgfaType are trademarks of Agfa-Gevaert N.V. h ' 
All other products are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. ay © com Pp ete Pp icture. 


For more information about e-Photo, please return coupon to: Agfa-Gevaert Ltd., Graphic Systems, 27 Great West Road, Brentford, Middx. TW8 9AX. 
Tel.: Graphic Info Centre 0181 231 4200, Fax: 0181 231 4957. 
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THOSE of you into on-line gaming 
will no doubt be excited to hear 
that a new organisation has sprung 
up in the quest to make multiplayer 
gaming a 
accessible phenomena. 

ThrustWorld is the name given 
to this particular gaming forum, 
and you can check the Web page 
out at www.thrust.co.uk. It has a 
huge number of games available for 
play, ranging from Quake (of 
course) to Duke Nukem 3D, 
Warcraft II, Diablo, C&C original 
and Red Alert, Descent II, Nascar 2 
— the list goes on and on. 

Each game has its own leagues 
and system of challenges and 
matches, so you can fight it out 
with the best in the country (and 
some of the not so good, naturally) 
to find out who’s top. 

Along with this there are a 
plethora of hints, tips and on-line 
info, and add-ons for the various 
games (i.e. a library of Quake 
maps) and you've got an extensive 


more widespread and 


MICROTEK has just unveiled the 
new Scanmaker Designer Pro, a 
bundle targeted at professional 
designers and desktop 
publishers. The Scanmaker DP 
consists of the Scanmaker 36 bit 
colour scanner (GOOX1200 dpi), 
olus a TMA-II backlight, Wacom 
ArtPad, Adobe Photoshop, Fractal 
Design Painter and a CD 
crammed with software. It weighs 
in at a very hefty £1599 — those 
serious about their design can 
get hold of one by calling 0181 
200 8282. 


ews from the 


HOME Front 


into the limelight MMX 


EijNetscape > (Thrust ‘World Limited] oe 
Fie Edt View Go Bookmarks Options Directory window 


@oioi|/Al| 


Back Forward Home | Reload ip 


GA Location [htt /7vwves. thrust co uk/ 


_atxa\ Document: Done 


Try on-line gaming the ThrustWorld way 


site, although it is still under devel- 
opment as we go to press. 
ThrustWorld also offers a mail- 
ing list and competitions and 
prizes, servers that offer a hefty 


‘BASU 


itd 


Scanmaker Designer Pro is a truly professional piece of kit 


REGULAR 


Edited by Wayne Williams and Darren Allan 


. boost 


INTEL has announced the launch 
of a new MMxX processor - a 
Pentium 233MHz model. It will be 
the 10th chip in the MMX range 
and Mike Aymar, Vice President 
of the Desktop Products Group, 
commented: “Consumers now 
have a family of choices among 
the mainstream desktop systems, 
and a wider array of software 
titles using Intel’s MMX 
technology.” 

It is based on industry 
standard benchmarks and users 
will experience a 30 per cent 
speed increase over and above a 
200MHz model. 


10Mb bandwidth with local call di- 
alup, for the price of £17.99 per 
month (and a £12 connection fee). 
Check out the Web site yourself, or 
call 0181 808 3165. 
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Make Pingu dance. Or just look stupid — 
depending on your preference 


Waak! 


IN our opinion there are far too few 
penguin based products on the 
market, so it’s with open flippers we 
welcome Pingu to the PC. Aimed at 
3-6 year olds, the CD-Rom follows 
the antics of the Children’s BBC 
character and features 10 activities 
and five screen savers. The activities 
are broken down into five puzzles 
and five games and elements of the 
disc apparently support the National 
Curriculum Key Stage One. 

Fans of the young penguin can 
pick up a copy now priced at 
£24.99. Further information from 
BBC Multimedia on 0181 576 2469. 
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PO on the Net 


A NEW site has opened representing 
the Post Office on the Web. Located 
at www.postoffice-counters.com, it 
allows you to access detailed infor- 
mation on currency exchange, 
airline tickets, travel insurance and 
mobile phones. 

You can browse through a general 
information area too, along with an 
on-line post office magazine and a 
customer helpline. Plans are afoot to 15 sswmmnmsnunmmsnonnnnnaenrapmesonmesvense 
make complete transactions possible Get all the latest travel and currency 
over the Net. info at the virtual Post Office 
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No space for a mouse? Well, don’t use one then! 


Dump your mouse! 


THE latest keyboard from Cherry is aimed at those people who are a 
little short of desk space. The snappily named 11900 follows the usual 
105 Windows 95 key layout but contains a useful little extra. Tucked 
away under the keypad is an integral touch-pad of the kind usually 
sported on laptops. 

No pricing details as yet, but further information can be obtained from 
Cherry on 01582 768883. 


20 speed | Healthy 
madness | Net 


IF you thought the boundaries 
of CD-Rom speed had been 
reached, then think again — 
Plextor has developed a 20 
speed CD-Rom. 

The Plextor PX-12/20TSi 
has a data transfer rate of up to 
3000KB/s, with an access time 
of 95ms. A new tray loading 
mechanism is also a feature. 
The drive should be available 
now — contact Tekdata on 
01782 577677 for more details. 


THE Internet has seen the opening 
of its very own health clinic — 
Hyperhealth. Based at www.health- 
works.co.uk, it highlights some 
20,000 factors concerning diet, nu- 
trition and human health and the 
relationship between these factors. 

There are sections on ailments, 
organs, hormones, herbs, toxins 
and coverage of such diverse topics 
as anti-ageing “strategies” and 
memory enhancement. And mem- 
ory enhancement. Check it out for 
yourself! 
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Using a 

dynamic plug-in 
floater to create a 
cool special effect 


Painter 5 


FRACTAL Design has just announced it is releasing a new version of 
Painter. Rather predictably named Painter 5, it proffers new features 
such as over 100 new brushes, all with different effects and 
behaviours, and dynamic plug-in floaters which are used to generate all 
sorts of spectacular special effects such as burning, tearing and liquid 
metal. 

The interface has undergone an extensive redesign, industry standard 
masking has been incorporated, and Web design has been considered 
with support for animated GIFs and quick button creation. 

All in all it Sounds like extensive improvements have been made to 
this next version of Painter. It should be on the shelves within the next 
month, priced £299 (and upgrades from 4 to 5 will be £79). Call 01756 
704040 for Fractal Design’s distributor. 


Healthworks 


ONLINE 


OVER 300 TITLES TO CHOOSE 
FROM. 


| can walk! (*crunch*) Get yer’ online health advice here 


No more back problems? Well that’s what 3M is promising us anyway 


The comfy chair 


ARE you sitting comfortably? No? Well, perhaps the 3M Adjustable Back 
Support might be the answer to your bad back problem. According to 3M the 
support has been designed to attach to most types of chair and, thanks to its 
height adjustment mechanism, ensure correct lumbar positioning. The back 
support comes in two versions: The standard model which targets the lower 
back, and a more advanced version which targets both lower and upper back 
and “additonally adjusts to support the thoracic spine area.” We’ve no idea 
what that means but it sounds pretty smart to us. 

The BS570 (lower back version) will set you back £130, while the BS571 a 
slightly more expensive £150. Further information from 3M on 01344 
858000. 


Top 
Gear 


THE BBC has launched 
its first commercial 
Web site, based 
around the famous 
programme Top Gear. 
Located at 
www.topgear.com, the 
site contain the latest 
news and reviews from Top Gear, embellished with a lot of visual 
material — even video clips. 

Plenty of advice on buying new and used cars is also available and 
there’s the Fantasy Formula One game to keep you entertained, 


although you do have to fork out a tenner to enter that. 


iene Clarkson sats to dive a ioad of saaporty cars 
around and boast about it on this Web page. Git 


Reliability rating: 91 per cent and rising 
BIG news doing the rounds at the moment is that the official ie) OM 
up to Duke Nukem 3-D, Duke Nukem Forever (shades of Batmar 


the titling there wethinks) will use id Software’s Quake 2 engine - : 


rather than the one 3D Realms has developed for Prey. The offici 
reason is that the Prey engine is designed to work specifically with 
3-D accelerator cards and the company wants to get DNF out qu eS 
quickly — i.e. before 3-D accelerator cards have really made an | 
impact on the market. Hmm, we say believe that and you’l! believe 
anything...The follow-up to Star Trek: Generations is on the starting : 
blocks and, no surprises, it'll be based on the most recent film, | 
First Contact. The real news however, is that the game will be one 
of the first to use a new Russian technology called Caviar, which — 
apparently gives 3-D rendered models much more realistic motion.. 
A merger between graphics giants Fractal Design (Painter, Poser) | 
and MetaTools (Adobe Photoshop plug-ins, Power Goo) looks lik 
leading to the creation of a new company called MetaCreations... 
Fujitsu Europe has released what is probably the first flatbed 
scanner to read front and back sheets simultaneously. a 
Unfortunately, the price for not having to turn over the item you vant 
to scan will be beyond most people’s pockets. The terminally lazy 
will have to have far more money than sense to cough up the - 
£4,500 asking price... CompuServe still looks to be up for sale, but 
AOL is unlikely to be the purchaser as it seems the American. | 
service lacks the necessary cash to complete the deal. Current 
rumours suggest that the H&R Block, which owns the bulk of 
CompuServe, is now considering selling it off in pieces.. .Meanwh 
Demon Internet, the UK’s largest ISP, is reported to be looking for 
partner to buy up 49 per cent of the company’s stock. This follow 
rumours that Demon is to post a yearly loss of approximately $30 
Million... 
Star Wars game Shadows of the Empire...Acclaim is said to be _ 


LucasArts is to release a Windows 95 version of its Ney 


secretly working on a PC port of Turok the Dinosaur Hunter, — 
although you'll need a 3Dfx 3-D accelerator to run it... And finall 
this month’s most unlikely rumour: LucasArts is planning to snap | 
Interactive Magic. |-Magic of course strenuously denies the story, | 
but then it would, wouldn't it? : 


Eye, 


ACCORDING to UK vi- 
sion specialists CIBA 
Vision, people who regu- 
larly sit in front of com- 
puter screens often suffer 
from eye problems, due in 
the main because they simply don’t 
blink enough. CIBA Vision’s solu- 
tion to this problem therefore has 
been to come up with some new eye 
drops which contain a conditioner 
that apparently actually moisturises 
tired, dried out and uncomfortable 


eyes. VitalEyes is also en. 
riched with Vitamins A 
and E to nourish and con. 
dition your peepers. 

Available from decen 
chemists, supermarket: 
and the like a 10ml bottle o 
VitalEyes will set you back £3.49, al 
though if you’re on the Internet you 
can request a free sample by point 
ing your browser at http://www. 
ibavision.co.uk/pages/vesample 
htm 
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One part of a very large World Book 


Encarta rival? 


IBM in conjunction with World Book recently announced the launch of a 
1997 World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia. Developed in London for the 
UK, the program is the work of a company claiming 80 years of 
encyclopedia experience. 

The package contains over 8,000 pictures and illustrations, 750+ 
maps, 134 videos, 44 animations and 500+ (CD quality) sounds, 19 
360 degree models and more besides. Other features include the ability 
to highlight text, instantly define a term and a high performance search 
engine. 

World Book also includes an extensive list of on-line features including 
monthly updates, an on-line library and a selection of related Web sites. 
The result, World Book claims, is “a stunning encyclopedia that will 
appeal to children and parents alike”. If you want to know more you can 
access the World Book Web site at http://www.worldbook.com or call 
free on O800 214 887. 


Mitsubishi Says Belt up 


TO celebrate the launch of its new UK Web site Mitsubishi is offering the 
chance for visitors to the site the chance to win a “drive with the world’s top 
rally driver (Tommi Makinen) in the company’s top rally car, the Evolution 
Iv”. 

The site offers all kinds of information about Mitsubishi motors, the new 
Mitsubishi Galant, tips 
about off-road driving 
with the Shogun, a dealer 
search system, plus news 
about special offers and 
so on. 

The site also offers a 
free screensaver which 
when downloaded allows 
you to enter into the com- 
petition for the rally 
drive. The screensaver 
features the rally car 
going through its paces as_ Motor around with the free Mitsubishi screensaver 
it motors across your 
screen. 

The company is claiming a remarkable response to its site with weekly ac- 
cesses at over 23,000. Speed over to the site at http://www.mitsubishi- 
cars.co.uk 
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LEGEND Entertainment has recently announced that it’s developing its lat- 
est adventure game using Epic Megagame’s Unreal 3-D engine. 

The Wheel of Time is the name of the game and it is based on the best- 
selling fantasy series of novels by Robert Jordan. It’s touted as an 
action/strategy game with a healthy dose of RPG elements. 

For those who are familiar with Jordan’s work, the game takes place some- 
time before his first book The Eye of the World. Here are a couple of screen 
shots to whet your appetite. They are somewhat unpopulated but you can be 
sure there will be plenty of denizens waiting for you when it’s released. No 
date as of yet but you can visit Legend’s Web site at 
http://www.legendent.com 


“generation Blaster CD iNFRA™ drive. 


fou'll be swept off your feet by the next 


‘It's the first to boast a sensational, built-in infra red 


ote control receiver. 
Together with Blaster iNFRA™ remote, a credit card size 


remote controller, the superior technology of this CD-ROM 


rive will give you unprecedented remote control power. - 


You can surf the Web and give PC presentations without 


ising your mouse, for a start. 
-What's more, the Blaster CD iNFRA™ has amazing 
eatures such as Speed on Demand, Voice Read, Auto 


_ Speed Selection for Video CDs and Enhanced 
Autoplay capability. 


You can either buy the Blaster CD iNFRA™ 
drive on its own or as part of a highly 
ffordable Sound Blaster upgrade kit. 

Now you can zap your PC through the 
greatest graphics and stunning sound 

of today's newest, most dynamic 

software applications as well as 

power surf the Internet. 

See why Blaster CD iINFRA™ 

oints the way. Today. 


qo find out whet products are available in this range, visit our 
World Wide Web site ‘Creative Zone’ (www. creativelabs.com) 


b F contact the Creative Labs Presales Department on 01245 265 265 
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PC into the next 


CREATIVE 


CREATIVE LABS 


YOU ake JINViteD to step THROUGH tHe DOOR to a pHILOsopHical. 
ADVENTURC SPANNING 3,000 YeaRS 


yOU' ve ReaD tHe BOOK - NOW exp e CcbD—ROom 


© Based on the best-selling book - over 
twelve million copies sold! 


© Explore over 20 virtual'environments 
full of interactive philosophical 


challenges and puzzles 
i, 
ImippLe ages ip 
ie 
a7 8 c yA | Medieval Philosophy 
se ona i (ey i 
p® 
Key NOt 
refeRen} 
for more INfoRmation 
call. ee 697008 
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Tie aemeiviosy CorelDRAW 
comes 
Home 


NEXT month’s PC Home will contain 


REE La “Usama 


A FEW noteworthy happenings this month, not the least of which 
was the release of eight or so Quake II screenshots (you can see a 
couple of them in the Most Wanted section of the Home Front). 
News has also emerged that Duke Nukem Forever, the sequel to 
Duke, will use the Quake Il engine. 

For those of you into Quake bots, a new public beta of the Oak 
bot has been released at 
http: //web.ukonline.co.uk/neil.henderson/index.htm. It’s still at 
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an early stage, and a bit, well, er, stupid at the moment. A couple something extra special on its coverdisc . ee 
of guys from Raven are also working on a new bot, Ravenbot, ~ CorelDRAW 3, the world’s best selling CORE | a q 
when may be designed for Hexen Il. drawing package. This isn’t merely a cut Err penperaa 3 t 
Finally, Jonn Romero has fallen again, getting whupped by down version ora deme, but the full % iy 
Kornelia of Clan 311 at a big tourney. When | met him he was commercial package. That’s right, the - 
¢ P > Pata ‘ 


enthusing about the merits of Blood... perhaps it’s time to practice 


full thing. Cool eh? 
that Quake game again, John. 


We're expecting the issue to sell like 
hot cakes so reserve your copy now or 
UKCL lll tress frace I Tent | better yet why not subscribe? The details are on page 18. If you cant wait to 

- cla Played||Won||Drawn||Lost|| For || Against || Frags_|| find out more about this superb give-away why not turn to the Coming Next 
Well, it’s been : 


| | | | | Month page at the back of this issue? 
i |; LLal | 
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Get the full working package free 
with next month’s PC Home 


: iQuake Police 
kind of a ‘Dept 

happening time a Lords 
for the UKCL, ee 


1: 
| Frag Kings 


although the 
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various reasons. | Weedkillers 
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(modemers only i Academy | 
clan war) has ‘The een 
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7 | 1001 | 1403 || -402 | 
1621 |} -1200 | 
on one league) 
has also become 
affiliated. It’s an 
ever expanding 
scene... and the 
UKCL league page has a new home at 
http: / /quake.perfect.co.uk/ukcl/. 

On the results front, the QPD and QL remain undefeated... it'll 
certainly be an epic match when these two meet. Cix is next with 
two losses, along with the Frag Kings who were dealt a 
controversial defeat by The Desperados (who had a “guest” player 
apparently). An enquiry is pending... 
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Please note that these scores now reflect any games clans 
would have played against Shotgun Posse and Terminal 
Gibbage when they were in the league. 
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A pocket sized offering from Canon - the PowerShot 350 


Blizzard goes adventuring Canon Fires PowerShot 


FANS of that fine real-time 
strategy game, Warcraft, can now 
expect to go adventuring in the 
next game to be released by 
Blizzard Entertainment. Warcraft 
Adventures: Lord of the Clans 
picks up where Warcraft II: 
Beyond the Dark Portal ended 
and will develop many of the 
characters first introduced in the 
real-time strategy series. 


Some of the features to look 
forward to in the game include 
intense puzzles and extensive 
character interaction, over 7O 
animated characters, more than 
40,000 frames of animation 
created by a team of over 50 
artists plus voice-overs from 
actors whose credits include 
Highlander and Disney's 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. 


CANON has introduced its latest Digital Camera, the PowerShot 350, into 
the UK. At just 90mmx95mm and weighing just under 11 ounces, the com- 
pany claims the camera is truly pocket-sized. 

It comes complete with a 2Mb removable CompactFlash memory card, 
capable of storing up to 47 images — this can be expanded to either 94 or 352 
images with 4Mb and 15Mb cards respectively. 

The PowerShot features a 3cm macro-focusing facility which allegedly “al- 
lows the user to take high quality pictures even up close”. It also comes com- 
plete with Canon’s Time Tunnel, image browser and ‘Stitch’ software, which 
joins two photographs together into one image. For more information fire 
your enquiries over to Canon on 0121 680 8062. 
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2, pinpoint accuracy, and 


Blackhawk is available at all the best retail locations. Call THE SALES HOTLINE at 
+44 (0)1703 653377, or contact Gravis directly for the store nearest you. Advanced Gravis 
Europe B.V., Antennestraat 70, 1322 AS, Almere, The Netherlands. Ph: +31 (ORI Kis Ceee 
Fax: +31 (0)36 536 6011, gravis@euronet.n] 


Faerie ee 


Will FIFA Soccer Manager give the other 
football management games a run for 
their money? 


FIFA Signs 
New 
Manager 


IT had to happen really. EA, cham- 
pion of all things sporty, has taken 
its footy game prowess and turned 
its hand to football management. 

The game, which has been offi- 
cially endorsed by FIFA, features all 
the divisions from five European 
leagues — England, Italy, Scotland, 
France and Germany and actual 
stadium representations of all the 
featured clubs. 

FIFA Soccer Manager promises 
state of the art artificial intelligence 
and features accurate statistics on 
over 7,500 players, rated in 29 skill 
categories. Add to this the latest 
squad info and player data and EA 
is confident that FIFA Soccer 


Be one of those magnificent men in their 


flying machines in Red Baron Il 


Return of 
the Red 
Baron 


SIERRA is soon to release the 
sequel to the acclaimed Red 
Baron, with the blindingly original 
moniker of Red Baron Il. 

The game will see you pitting 
your piloting skills against all 
manner of German and Allied 
pilots. Expect dogfights aplenty 
and edge of the seat thrills as 
you as you take to the skies in 
your ever so frail vintage plane. 

Apparently “over 35,000 man 
hours of art, programming, design 
and research have gone into the 
development of Red Baron II” 


with the developers Dynamix Oooh, I’m all a-quiver, etc. etc. Manager will be “the most realistic 
claiming that the sequel is “well portrayal to date” of the trials and 
on its way to becoming the best ALTERNATIVE Software is developing what it calls a “terrifying 3-D horror tribulations faced by the likes of 
combat flight simulation ever adventure.” The Quivering is set to incorporate black parodies of famous Fergie, Dalglish, Evans and co. 
seen for the personal computer”. horror stories and a suitably sinister plot. The game’s all about an evil force Football’s a game of two halves, 

Whether Sierra’s Red Baron II led by a certain Big D entering our universe by a dimension gate and trying so if they take each game as it 
will emerge victorious in the to wreak havoc. comes then FIFA may just walk 
dogfight with Empire’s excellent It will feature a 360 degree explorable environment, viewed from the first away with the title when it hits the 
Flying Corps remains to be seen. person perspective, along with animated cut scenes to relate the horrific streets this summer. For more info 
Watch the skies when Red Baron events of the plot. Look out for it sometime this summer — ring Alternative ring the EA boot room on 01753 
Il swoops onto the PC soon. on 01977 797777. 549442. 
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Try and stay on the grey thing, and not hit 
any of the big blocky cubes to the side 


Manx TT 


MOTORBIKE nuts will be quite 
pleased to hear that Psygnosis is 
planning a game based on the 
tough Manx TT races. Four courses 
are planned, big ones naturally, 
with a final dead hard super-bike 
race to undertake once you've com- 
pleted them. 

There will be a two player mode, 
as well as an eight player IPX net- 
work mode, with time trials to 
practice the courses. The game will 
be written to support 3Dfx graphics 
accelerators. Burn up to Pysgnosis 
on 0151 282 3000 to find out more. 


Empire 
flying high 


FA-18 Hornet is the latest flight & 
fight sim soon to be released by 
Empire Interactive. It’s firmly 
aimed at the purists amongst the 
flight sim fraternity with a heavy 
emphasis on realistic handling. 
The FA-18 Hornet team has 
striven to provide the most 
accurate flight dynamics possible 
for the game and enemy pilot Al 
is also rumoured to be very good 
too. 

The 3-D engine may not be as 
visually impressive as other 
heavily textured games on the 
market but if our brief play with 
the game is anything to go by, 
you can be sure of ultra smooth 
and very realistic motion. 

The game designers say that 
20 frames per second and 
greater can be achieved even in 
1024x768 resolutions. 

Expect FA-18 Hornet to appear 
sometime in July. You can contact 
Empire Interactive on 0181 343 
7337. You can also find it on the 
Web at http://www.empire. 
co.uk. 


Prey might well be a bit of a looker 


We’ve got to Prey 


SOME more screenshots have been released for Prey, so you can get an 
idea of what it might look like eventually. Check out 

http: //www.3drealms.com/catalog/prey/preyupd.html. 3D Realms is 
sticking to the “it’ll be done when it’s done” philosophy, predictably 
enough. 


TOP 20 PC CD 


X-WING VS TIE FIGHTER 
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THEME HOSPITAL 

PREMIER MANAGER 97 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 2 96/97 
COMMAND & CONQUER: RED ALERT 
TOMB RAIDER 

MDK 

ENCARTA 97 

DUKE NUKEM ATOMIC 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 6 

NEED FOR SPEED 

FIFA 97 

RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX 2 

VOICE TYPE 

WORMS UNITED 

MOTO RACER 

GCSE MATHS 

QUICKEN V6 DELUXE 

TAXCALC 96/97 


VIRGIN 

ELECTRONIC ARTS 
GREMLIN INTERACTIVE 
EIDOS INTERACTIVE 
INTERPLAY 

EIDOS SOFTWARE 
INTERPLAY 
MICROSOFT 

EIDOS INTERACTIVE 
MICROSOFT 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
EUROPRESS SOFTWARE 
MICROPROSE 

IBM 

OCEAN 

ELECTRONIC ARTS 
EUROPRESS 

INTUIT LTD 

WHICH? SOFTWARE 


Charts Compiled by Chart-Track 
(Copyright ELSPA) 
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Win one of 50 
copies of 
Encarta 97 
Encyclopedia 
World English 
Edition 


The World’s Leading Multimedia Encyclopedia 


ENCARTA 97 COMPO 


Encarta 97 can be updated monthly using what? 
O The Internet 

O Carrier Pigeon 

O Snail Mail 


How old will Encarta be this August? 


Postcode 
Daytime telephone 
E-mail (if applicable 


Send your entries to: PC Home, 
Encarta competition, IDG, PO Box 2, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L65 3EA. 
Rules and regulations are available on request. The editor’s decision is final. 
Closing date for the competition is 12 July. 


O Tick if you do not wish to receive promotional literature from other companies 


Ea ec Home July 1997 


HIS month we're offering a fantastic prize for 50 PC Home 
readers — a copy of the UK’s best-selling multimedia on CD-Rom 
— Microsoft Encarta 97 World English Edition, worth £49.99. 

Now with monthly updates available over the Internet, Encarta 97 
Encyclopedia is the most up-to-date and comprehensive encyclopedia 
around. Designed especially for the UK, the 1997 World English 
Edition contains more than 28,000 articles, plus over 8,000 unique 
photos and illustrations, more than 100 videos and animations, over 
900 maps and more than 3,000 audio clips. 

For those who are looking for even more fun and information, 
Encarta also contains numerous interactive features and games and 
over 2,000 links to related sites on the World Wide Web. 

Encarta brings a world of information to life for all the family — it’s 
ideal for children following the National Curriculum or higher level 
studies and it’s also an essential reference source for all the family, 
helping you to find out about whatever you need to know. 

So what do you have to do to be in with a chance of winning a 
copy of Encarta? Just answer the three simple multiple choice 
questions, cut out the coupon, stick it in an envelope addressed to 
Encarta Competition, IDG, PO Box 2, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, 
L65 3EA, post it off and keep your fingers crossed! Entries to arrive 
no later than 12 July please. 
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Microvitec wants to give 
« you one of two l7Zin 
* monitors to upgrade your 
PC to mammoth 
proportions 


Microvitec Pro-Scan 
17SX features 


e Exclusive microfilter screen, improving 
brightness and contrast ratios 

¢ Stunning 1600 by 1200 resolution at 75Hz 
e Frequency range from 30-95KHz 
e Attractive ergonomic styling 
e Three year warranty 


Microvitec Information 


Microvitec has been building sophisticated, high 
performance monitors for professionals for over 18 
years, whether they work in the dealing room, 
aeronautics industry, navigation or the medical sphere. 
All its monitors are designed and manufactured in 
Europe. 


MICROVITEC COMPO 


Which new tube is incorporated in the Microvitec Pro-Scan 17SX? 
O)  Microtron 

O) Microfilter 

O) Dotfilter 


How long has Microvitec been producing monitors? 
O 2 years 


O 18 years _ | 
O 8 years ITTLE monitors are all very well but, as with TVs, 


you cant truly experience your PC properly until 
Where does Microvitec design and manufacture its monitors? you ve seen it on a big screen. NOW | know what 
O Europe you re thinking. Your thoughts are: “This is all very 
© South East Asia well, bul these things don’t come cheap you know.” 
O USA We know. That's why we've arranged for those kind 


neartec folk at Microvitec to donate two Super duper 
Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Daytime teleph Fax N 
ae oo : ope. Two winners, drawn at 
E-mail (if applicable) : : 
wai ‘ancom & * will both receive a Pro- 


Send your entries to: PC Home, 
Microvitec competition, IDG, PO Box 2, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L65 3EA. 
Rules and regulations are available on request. The editor's decision is final. 
Closing date for the competition is 12 July. 
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56kbps Windows 
Com pany Modem Software 


Technologies| Supplied 24 hours | 
| |v + [ew se |e |e ae 
Compuserve ny Y iv £101.40 £522.60 aon 
£132.50 £132.50 |Seeeee 
Easynet x at £143.80 | £143.80 £143.80 | 
Pipex Dial £175.00 £175.00 c 


Global Internet | YW | YW | YW | £89.99 £89.99 | £89.99 | £89.99 


Global Internet is committed to providing you with... eee me Cena eee 
A First Time Connection ) 


Everything You Need 


same price 
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, Recommend a friend and 


eas: ame 2 Ho aves tapes @ get | month's FREE access 
Fast Web Browsin . - | 

: Ho set-up tha ee Na@elel hs -Domain Names 
Sok Ready - » -Commercial Webspace 
Se No Hourly Charges rrr + LAN Connections 
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First Class Support 


ye DYN Aen 1 


3Mb Web Space - Free 


1002 Local Call Access 4 \SON or Modem 


ACROSS THE UK AT UP TO 33.6 AT THE SAME PRICE 


Swe” 
eet on the NET 


Global Internet Ltd 
113-123 Upper Richmond Road . London SW15 27L 


_— | Tel: 0181-957 1025 
T H E- U K CS 8 &E S T VA L U a - R '@) V i 'D) & R Fax: 0181-957 1100 e-mail: info@globalnet.co.uk 


Visit us at http://www.globalnet.co.uk 


Part of Internet Technology Group plc. 


Nauppauge! 


ao WH | 22 Channel Cable ready TV tuner 


PK LS at OP 


TUNE YOUI RPC TO WIN/TV WH Professional Teletext with Print, Save 


and Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE) 
HH PCI bus architecture supporting 
resolutions up to 1024x768 
HB Easy Windows 95 Plug & Play installation 
HE Compatible with high end video cards 
supporting Microsoft's Direct Draw drivers 
HE No cables to VGA card required 
M Captures pictures to your PC 
ME Captures AVI clips at 25 fps 


BRINGING TY To THE PC 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
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MH 122 Channel Cable ready TV tuner 

I Professional Teletext with Print, Save 
and Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE) 

M@ PCI bus architecture supporting 
resolutions up to 1024x768 

: : , I Easy Windows 95 Plug & Play installation 

—— : “ i Compatible with high end video cards 

4 NZ ’ supporting Microsoft's Direct Draw drivers 

No cables to VGA card required 

Captures pictures to your PC 

MM Captures AVI clips at 25 fps 

I FM Stereo Radio 


TV AND RADIO 
1S JUST A CLICK AWAY! 


MH 122 Channel Cable ready TV tuner 

M@ PCI bus architecture supporting 
resolutions up to 1024x768 

MB Easy Windows 95 Plug & Play installation 

Compatible with high end video cards 


: pragiey eee i ; H 4 [) 7 
Medill ui PIPE ray os supporting Microsoft's Direct Draw drivers 
oo i ohn ; 

Tilteaay HH No cables to VGA card required 


@ Captures pictures to your PC 
W@ Captures AVI clips at 25 fps 


WIN/TY PRIMIO.. 
TV JUST GOT BETTER! 


Ml ISA bus architecture with 1/2 PAL 
capture at 25 fps 

Mi M)PEG capture reduces disk space by 
up to 100:1 

@ S-Video in and out 

@ Full screen PAL output 

Quite frankly, anything that shuts the wrinklies up for a few min- the computer, there's less ‘Why do you spend so much time on the ml Bundled with 32 bit digital video 
software worth over £300 

Connects to all video recorders 


“Win /TV brings the family closer. Closer to the PC, anyway. can watch Neighbours while Dad checks out the sports results on 


utes is a Godsend. In fact Dad’s showing so much interest inthe PC — wretched thing’. Of course | could dazzle them with Hauppauge’s 


Ml Allows you to create MPEG video clips 


now he might even buy me some decent software for it. Not bad serious video editing facilities too, but we don’t want to confuse 
EDIT Viet ouveus PC. AND 


for someone who calls a CD player a ‘gramophone’. And now Mum the poor dears too much, do we?” cntaTs MPEG MOVIES too! 
@ 
SIMPLY wel Watford Electronics Ltd @ | powermark 


0181 523 4020 09990 464 464 0181 547 0404 01582 745555 0181 956 7000 0171 3746444 | Meas Hauppauge 
Hauppauge/ODT, Bank Chambers, 6 Borough High Street, London Bridge, London SEI 9QQ For Sales Information: 0171 378 7309. sales@odt.co.uk 
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Soar out of the red and into the 
black with PC Home’s 
guide to making money 
with your PC. Jason 
Holborn reveals the 
entrepreneurial secrets that 
could make you rich... 


ge 


ONEY — you've either got it or you haven't. And, for most 
of us at least, it’s definitely a case of the latter. Money 
might well be the root of all evil but, like the food we 
eat and the air we breathe, we just 
can't live without it. 

Fact is, most of us spend 
our entire lives working 
hard just to pay the next set of 
bills in a continuing cycle that 
only seems to end when we kick the 
proverbial bucket. Life needn't be a con- 
stant battle to stay out of the red, though 
— with nothing more than your PC and a 
little bit of ambition, you too could be liv- 
ing the life of Riley... 

Few PC owners realise the money making 
potential that the PC has to offer. Although 
most of us will probably never reach the lofty #7 Jim 
entrepreneurial heights achieved by the likes of 
Richard Branson, even a little bit of 
extra cash now and then is 
always good news. You don't 
need to be blessed with Dickie 
Branson’s head for business (or silly beard) to 
make your PC business work — just a little bit of com- 
mon sense and commitment is all that’s needed. Whether 
youre hoping to make your first million or just planning to cover 
next month’s mortgage payment, there’s a multitude of different ways 
that you can make your PC earn. 

Over the next five pages you'll find some of the best tried ‘n’ tested 
PC business opportunities, most of which require very little outlay 
to get up and running. Obviously some of the opportunities we'll 
be looking at are more involved than others but — like most 
things in life — the more you put in, the more you get out. — 

There’s no limit on the scale of your PC business, either, 
as most of the opportunities we'll be looking at could be run 
either as a full-scale business or as little more than a 
money-spinning hobby. Either way, you'll be amazed at 
just how profitable owning a PC can be... 
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Make you 


‘e your first million with our guide to 
the best PC 


siness opportunities 


EW applications come close to 
the money-making potential that 
desktop publishing offers. Armed 
with nothing more than a DTP pro- 
gram and a low-cost 
laser printer, there’s 
serious money 
to be made 
from a_ wide 
range of print 
and design ser- 
vices. 
You don’t 
need to be a 


Put a half-decent colour inkjet to work in your PC business and you've got a 
license to print money... not literally, of course, ‘cause that’s illegal 


vate 


particularly tal- 
* ented designer, ei- 
) ther — with modern 
DTP programs like 
PagePlus 4.0 from Serif 
(0115 9421502) automat- 
ing more and more of the design process, 


anyone with a modicum of design sense 
and an eye for what looks good can be- 
come a professional desktop publisher. 
One good example of putting DTP 
software to use is a Curriculum Vitae 
preparation service. With the possibility 


threat to many, having an effective CV is 
vital. Most CVs tend to look rather ama- 
teur so there’s plenty of scope for a ser- 
vice that transforms a dowdy CV into 
one that gets results. 

The best way to run a CV preparation 
service is to sit down with the client and 


of being unemployed still a very real 


Photo Finish 


EVERYONE loves looking at photographs — whether it’s snaps of the 
kids playing in the garden or last year’s holiday, nothing captures 
the moment better than a photo. Problem is, photos are rather 
fragile things and it doesn’t take long before they become dog-eared 
and generally worse for wear. Bearing in mind that most of us don’t 
hang on to the negatives, what do you do when a treasured picture 
is in desperate need of attention? Easy — you use a photo . . " 
restoration service. os <— : : 

If you've already got a colour flatbed scanner and a half-decent ‘s : 
colour inkjet printer, you’ve got the necessary equipment to start up 
your own photo restoration business. When a customer supplies 
you with a photo that needs restoring, you simply scan it into your 
PC, clean it up in an image processing program (Adobe Photoshop 
is best for this sort of thing), print it out and et voila — one restored 
photo. 

Kodak already runs a similar service in many of its photo centres 
but the one thing that the Kodak service doesn’t offer is photo 
retouching so any blemishes on the original photo aren’t removed. 
Be sure to play up this advantage if you wish to compete. i 

With the right software, you can also offer a photo enhancement 3 
service by removing unwanted objects (or people!) from photos, recolouring faded 
Snaps, adding colour to black and white photos and so on. Another good idea is to offer 
a scanning service to other PC users where — for a small fee — you scan in their images 
and give them back on a PC disk in the format of their choice. 


Flatbed scanners can be used for a 
wide range of money-making schemes 
including a photo restoration service 
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go through their existing CV (if they 
have one) to ensure that it contains the 
right information. Most people still 
don’t know how to structure a good CV 
so this initial consultation stage is all- 
important. 

Once you've got all the necessary in- 
formation (and the client has checked 
that each fact is correct), you can use a 
desktop publishing program to lay out 
the CV on your PC. When complete, the 
resulting CV is printed out and given to 
the client. Remember to hold the CV on 
file, though, as they often need to be up- 
dated. 

It might seem hard to believe, but stu- 
dents are another good source of in- 
come. Although many have their own 
computers these days, there are still a 
large number that need a high quality 
printing service for dissertations, reports 
and end of term theses. Don’t expect it to 
be easy money, though, as you'll proba- 
bly have to key in the student’s work 
from hand-written sheets. Bear in mind 
too that students don’t have a lot of 
money so keep your prices low if you 
want to attract custom. Even then, your 
main competitor will still be the student 
bar... 

Last but not least, don’t forget that 
there are plenty of PC owners out there 
that can’t afford a flashy printer but still 
need to output work onto paper. 
Asa sideline, why not offer a high 
quality print service other PC 
users? If you own a photo-real- 
istic colour inkjet like the 
Canon BJC-4200, you could 
even extend the printing service to in- 
clude full colour printing. 


Get the facts 


STARTING any business can be a 
daunting prospect so it pays to get 
the right advice. Worth 
investigating, therefore, is the 
excellent book Making Money With 
Your Computer which is available 
for £12.95 from Capall Bann 
Publishing (01635 46455). Also 
worth checking out is Make Your 
PC Earn from Gower Publishing 
(01222 457388). It costs a slightly 
more pocket-wrenching £14.95. 


them onto a CD 


Dating Agency — Use a database like 
Microsoft Access to run your own 
dating Agency. 


Also worth a try... 


PhotoCD Service — If you've got a 
CD writer and a flatbed scanner, 
scan in a customer’s snaps and cut 


Route Planning — Buy a copy of 
AutoRoute Express from Microsoft 
(0345 002000) and offer a route 
planning service to motorists and 
any businesses that need to make 
UK-wide deliveries. 


Accountancy — Get 
your hands on a pack- 
age like QuickBooks 
Intuit (01932 
578500) and offer a book- 
keeping service to the 
self-employed. 


from 
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Modern desktop publishing programs let you knock 
up classy-looking stationery in no time at all 


Stationery with style 


ANOTHER sound business idea is a stationery design 
service. Many businesses, clubs and individuals need 
personalised stationery, and this can be expensive to 
produce through conventional printing bureaux. As your 
home-based business has none of the overheads that these 
bureaux have to absorb, you can undercut them quite 
substantially by designing letter heads, compliment slips, 
invoices and business cards on your PC. 

If your customer wants you to mass-produce the 
stationary, don’t try to handle all the printing yourself — not 
only will your costs escalate, but your printer almost certainly 
won't be able to take the pressure. Instead, use your laser 
printer purely for producing camera-ready artwork and sub- 
contract the bulk printing to a local printing firm. Not only will 
it reduce the strain on your own printer but it’ll work out 
substantially cheaper too... 


Fashion Statement 


LOOK in anyone’s wardrobe and chances are you'll find at least one T-shirt in 
there somewhere. The common T-shirt is still one of the most popular fashion 
items you can own. Not surprisingly, there’s money to be made from the T-shirt’s 
popularity by starting up a T-shirt design service — all you need is your PC, a 
colour inkjet printer and a bank account capable of taking the strain of all that 
extra income... 

The great thing about such a service is that you don’t even have to think of 
some pretty designs to print on your T-shirts. Instead, you can offer a service 
where the customers produce their own designs — all you do is reproduce the 
designs your given using a program like CorelDRAW and then print them out and 
iron them onto a plain T-shirt. Most inkjets support T-shirt printing using special 
paper — If you own a Canon (0181 773 3173) inkjet, for example, you can buy a 
pack of ten sheets of special TR-101 transfer material for about £14. 

Also worth looking into is a sign-cutting business. Computer-controlled sign 
cutters work a bit like pen plotter printers. Instead of dragging a coloured pen 
across paper, however, they use very sharp blades that cut out your designs 
from sheets of sticky-backed plastic. Designs can be created using just about 
any drawing program (CorelDRAW, for example) that supports the HP-GL 
standard. Although the initial cost of the hardware is high (expect to pay around 
£1200 for an entry-level sign cutter), there are plenty of businesses and 
individuals that need custom-designed signs. 


This little beauty from Summagraphics might cost and arm and a leg, 
but cheaper sign-cutters can be picked up for just over a grand 
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i ae Print Faster. 
__ Get The Highest Quality Ou 
Create And Print Internet Imag 


Print And Preview PostScript°® Level 2 Files. 
Share Printers Efficiently Under Windows 3.1, 95 & NT 4.0. 


TOOLS 


: SuperPrint includes these tools not found in — 
Windows 3.1, 95 & NT 4.0: 


FEATURES 


SuperDrivers 32-bit drivers for all popular non-PostScript printers 


File drivers Generate BMP, TIFF, GIF, JPEG, TGA & PCX files from any app. 


SuperQueue Advanced Win32 spooler; job logging; supports drag & drop 


ZScript Now interprets Level 2 PostScript; preview too! 
Print processors Directly print popular image files; no app. needed! 


Print preview Preview any spooled job before printing 
Network printing Uses fast, ultra compact SuperMetafiles 


Color correction User-adjustable RGB and CMY hue matching 


Without SuperPrint With SuperPrint 


Halftoning Fifteen advanced halftoning methods; extensible 


Image filters Optimize lightness and contrast automatically 


Reproduction of actual ink-jet output from Windows 95 


Zenographics 
Sales Hotline 01420 83811 — Fax 01 420 80657 


Versions of SuperPrint are available for large-format, thermal and dye-sublimation printers, and film recorders. 
SuperPrint is a registered trademark of Zenographics, Inc. PostScript is a registered trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated. 
All other trademarks are properties of their respective companies. Photo by Bob Clemens. 


Available from 
—- Gem Distribution —- Software Warehouse 
—- Misco —- HCS Global. 


Internet Address: http//www.bit.co.uk 
Telephone 01-420-83811 
Facsimile 01-420-80657 
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Bookie beater 


GAMBLING might not seem the most likely way of 
making money from your PC but there’s a lot your 
machine can do to increase your chances of 
striking it rich. Take horse racing, for example. 
Although, like other forms of gambling, horse racing 
is a game of chance, there are constants that 
effect the outcome — the previous form of each 
horse and jockey, the going of the ground, the 
stake and so on. Using the fantastic number 
crunching abilities of your PC, horse racing 
prediction programs like The Tipster from Sidmouth 
Software (01404 814547) can predict the outcome 
of races with a surprisingly level of accuracy. 

Then, of course, there’s the National Lottery. 
Although the lottery results are completely random, 
some numbers (the number 16, for example) pops 
up with surprising regularity. Most Lottery prediction 
programs not only let you analyse the results of the 
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Spending all day with your head inside a PC 
might not be everyone’s cup of tea but there’s 
serious money to be made from such a service 


Chip shop 

IF you know your VX from your HX and 
you can talk about clock multipliers in 
your sleep, then why not set up your own 
PC upgrade service? Fact is, there are lit- 
erally thousands of 486 PC users out 
there that would love to own a Pentium 
but just can’t afford to buy a whole new 
machine but would almost certainly 
jump at the chance of having their exist- 
ing system upgraded. For as little as 


“Yeah, that’s right - stick your widget up 
the back of your doobrie and you'll be 
laughing. By the way, that’ll be £20 
please mate” 


lottery but also manage the smooth running of a 
lottery syndicate. You could even use your PC to 
manage other syndicates and charge them on a 
commission basis — 10 per cent of any winnings, Gambling might normally be a mug’s game 


for example. 


£200, you could transform their tired 
486 into a slick Pentium system — and 
make a tidy profit in the process. 

You could even extend the service by 
selling other PC upgrades such as faster 
CD-Rom drives, better sound cards, 
larger monitors and then some. Always 
shop around for your parts, though, as 
the price of things like motherboards 
and memory fluctuates so much that you 
may well find that the bargain price you 
paid one week is overpriced the next. 
Bear in mind that your customers will 
expect a warranty too, so always hang on 
to those receipts so you can return faulty 

parts to your supplier. 


Advice line 


KNOWLEDGE has always been a 
very saleable commodity and 
that’s particularly true of PC tech- 
nical know-how. If you know your 
bits from your bytes and are on 
first name terms with the 
Windows API then there are 
plenty of businesses that will pay 
good money for your assistance. 
PC networking knowledge is 
particularly saleable at the moment, 
especially if youre a dab hand with 
Novell Netware or Windows NT Server. 
The best way of getting consultancy 
work is to mail shot small businesses 
with a leaflet giving details of your ser- 
vice. 

Don’t forget too that there are many 
home PC users out there that almost cer- 
tainly won't understand the PC as well as 
you do. Why not place an advertisement 


a 


but not if you’ve got the right software! 


in your local newspaper offering these 
people the benefits of your knowledge? 
You could offer a service where, for a 
small charge, you visit the customer and 
sort out their PC problems in their own 
homes. 


Shareware 

SELLING shareware was all the rage a 
couple of years back but the market be- 
came so crowded that it was almost im- 
possible to make any real money. 
Certainly there’s very little de- 
mand for selling shareware 
on floppy disk but share- 
ware CD-Roms are 
still selling well. 
Obviously 
youll need 
to invest in 

a CD Writer 
to enter the 
market but - ®™ 
with CD-R drives 
now selling for as little as 


_ 


£300 — there’s never been a ~ i. / 
better time to buy. oC | 
If you want to stand out from the ’ 


crowd, don’t just throw hundreds of un- 
related programs onto a CD. Instead, one 
very good way of attracting interest is to 
produce themed CD-Roms — that is, discs 
which contain software that has a com- 
mon theme. You could, for example, 
produce your own shareware Quake ex- 
pansion pack containing lots of useful 
Quake utilities and maps. Or, for the 
more serious PC user, why not produce a 
collection of shareware office tools? 


With the price of CDR 
drives dropping faster 
than a lead balloon 
with a rocket 
strapped to it, there’s 
never been a better 
time to master your 
own CDs 
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Forget Europe -— the Internet is 
the biggest open market ever. 
We show you how to cash in on it 


HILE the politicians continue 
to bicker over the future of 
Britain in the European 
Community, another multinational 
community is already providing rich 
pickings for businesses switched on 
enough to take advantage of it. 

In little more than five years, the 
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POWNLOADER'S GUIDE! 


Game news 


* Sierra's sterling '97 lineup 
Lands of Lore returns 


Net advertising might be a pain to the casual Web 
surfer but it can be a genuine money spinner for you 


Tourist information 


Internet has transformed from an exclu- 
sive club for scientists and computer 
geeks to a thriving centre of electronic 
commerce offering the sort of earning 
potential guaranteed to bring a smile to 
the face of even the most jaded econo- 
mist. The potential to make money from 
the Internet isn’t just restricted to the big 
corporates, though — with the right ideas 
and a little know-how, you too can grab 
a piece of action. 

If you run your own Web site, for ex- 
ample, net advertising can be a good 
source of income. Providing your site at- 
tracts enough regular visitors, there are 
plenty of companies out there that will 
pay good money to advertise their prod- 
ucts or services on your site. 

Themed sites are a particular favourite 
amongst Net advertisers as they tend to 
attract visitors that share a common in- 
terest — if you run a Quake site, for ex- 
ample, then you can safely assume that 
your visitors are Quake fans. 

Advertisers like this sort of clear-cut 
visitor profile as it allows them to adver- 
tise products most likely to appeal to that 
group of users — a Quake site, for exam- 
ple, would be more likely to attract ad- 
vertisements from companies that sell 
Quake-related products rather than 
more mainstream items like clothing, 
books and so on. 

If you already run a popular site, you 


£) The Wiltshire Web Menu - Microsoft Internet Explorer 


Also worth a try... 


E-mail Hosting — Set yourself up as 
an e-mail post office by sending and 
receiving e-mails on other people’s 
behalf. 


Direct Selling — Advertise and sell 
products such as computer parts, 
mobile phones, consumer electron- 
ics and even designer fashions to Net 
users. 


Web Design — Put your HTML skills 
to work by designing entire Web 
sites for other businesses. 


Net Consultancy — If you're bit of a 
Net aficionado, then why not offer 
your services as an Internet consul- 
tant to local businesses? 


may find that net advertisers will ap- 
proach you (usually by e-mail) but it 
doesn’t hurt to contact a few companies 
yourself if no one comes knocking at 
your door. Once again, the key is to iden- 
tify companies that sell products or ser- 
vices most likely to appeal to your visi- 
tors. When you've found a likely 
candidate, e-mail them details of your 
site — the number of hits you receive per 
month, the type of user that visits your 
site and so on. 

How much you make from a Net ad- 
vertisement depends entirely upon how 
successful the advertisement proves to be 
as most net advertisers pay a ‘per hit’ 
charge (that is, how many people are 
redirected to their site via your site). 
Although you'll only get about 5p per 
hit, they soon mount up! 


IF you're a dab hand with HTML, Web authoring is another good way of mak- 
ing money from the Internet. Fact is, there are probably plenty of businesses in 
your local area that would love to be on the Net but don’t have either the money 
or expertise to host their own site. So who do they turn to? You, of course! 

Don't assume that it’s just the multinational corporations that need to be on 
the Net either — in truth, any company that trades in an area that attracts tourists 
stands to gain from having a net presence. The trick is to start by building a Web 
site about your local area that will be of interest to potential visitors. 

If you live in a small town, for example, why not build a Web site that gives 
potential visitors an insight in the town’s history, places of interest and so on? 
Not only will you be providing a service to potential visitors but you'll also be 
delivering a very saleable commodity — a large number (hopefully) of potential 
tourists with money to spend. 

Once these foundations are in place, you can then sell space on your site to 
local businesses. Tourists often want to know the location of local shops and ser- 
vices before they travel so it’s a good idea to target businesses most likely to ben- 
efit from tourism — restaurants, florists, newsagents, supermarkets and so on. As 
youre dealing with small businesses, don’t set your prices too high — remember 
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Sites that provide tourists with information about the area where you live can be 
a real money spinner as many local businesses will want to be part of the action 


that it’s better to have 20 companies paying you £10 per month than five com- 
panies paying £20... 
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FREE SOFTWARE PACKS 


FOR EVERY READER - Worth £29.98! 
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HOW TO SECURE 
YOUR FREE COPIES! 


USED AND RECOMMENDED 
BY THE PROFESSIONALS! 


‘It’s fun and easy to load. The lively games offer competition and progressively | 
challenging problem solving. It’s a recipe for successful learning!’ 
Yvonne Daly, Headteacher, Lark Hill Primary School, Stockport. 


‘We recommend all 10 out of 10 titles. The educational content and ease of use 
make them a great hit. Parents are always saying that their children do not even 
realise they are learning’. 

Eileen Kilvington, Whizzkidz™ Multimedia Learning Centres. 

Tel: 01788 833233 


‘The 10 out of 10 Series is highly recommended, offering fun and exciting learning 
based on sound educational principals’. 
Phil Martin, Editor, Educational Computing and Technology. 


‘If the national council for education and technology’s researchers ever got around 
to assessing the impact of a daily fifteen minutes with 10 out of 10 they would 
surely discover real improvements in maths and spelling.’ 

The Times Educational Supplement. 


‘10 out of 10 are the best educational packages I’ve used. My children love them.’ 
Janet Pennington, Parent and School Governor. 


To secure your FREE SOFTWARE PACKS 
all you have to do is cover the cost of P.&P. 
(£1.95 for one package or £3.90 both). 


You will be sent the full latest versions 
complete with documentation and boxes. 


ORDER BY ’PHONE - 0113 2394627 
ORDER BY FAX - 0113 2394629 
ORDER BY POST - Use The Coupon Below 
ORDER BY E-mail - sales@10outof10.com 


LO ey me Please send me the packages | have ticked. | understand that in order to receive my pack(s) | have to 
Please tick to select cover the £1.95 cost of P.&P. for one package or £3.90 for both. 
title & version required: 
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Make some 


Using your PC to sample, edit and arrange 
digital audio has never been easier. So 
where do you start? Neil Jones finds out 


Sourcing the Sounds 


BEFORE you can start constructing your tunes you need to get some sounds to play 
around with. Sample CDs, produced by companies like Time & Space, are the obvious 
first choice. They provide a reservoir of snippets for PC musicians and are incredibly 
convenient. 

Another option is to synthesise your own sounds. Good synthesisers can be expensive, 
but there are an increasing number of PC based software synthesisers that can produce 
some very interesting effects: 


SubSynth ss 
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SUBSYNTH is a shareware synthesiser Py «| 1] Dec a 


program for Windows that generates pyyy = a ine Pr . 
wave (.wav) files. The registered version AM peo ms | a" <E 
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STOMPER 


‘Stomper 


http://www.lysator.liu.se/ 
~zap/stomper.html 

3 «= STOMPER synthesises drum-like 
4 sounds to use in your own 
| pumping tunes. This is probably 
_| the simplest of the packages — it 
_ has few whistles and bells— but it 
can produce some fantastic 
sounding ‘whoops’ and ‘booms’ 
You can’t add any special effects 
and you can’t sequence the drum 
sounds into a Pattern or Loop, 
| this just gives you the actual 
sounds to work with. 
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AKING great records no longer means multi-million 

pound studios in Kent. The technology is becoming in- 
| creasingly affordable for home PC users, and cheap(ish) 
digital audio equipment — sequencers, samplers and synths (or hy- 
brids thereof) — are being used to create many of the today’s top 
selling tunes. 

The point is that the technology you have sitting on your desk- 
top could be banging out the next top 20 hit — anything is possible. 
You won't even need to spend a fortune on new equipment either, 
take solace in the fact that there will always be the potential to 
make a block rockin’ masterpiece with a coat hanger, two pieces of 
string and some chewing gum. (Recent hits such as Robert Miles’s 
‘Children’ and White Town’s ‘Abort, Retry, Fail’ were actually pro- 
duced on budgets so small, they couldn’t even afford the gum!). 


Funky Drummer? 


DRUM Loop sample CDs are, with good reason, probably 
the most popular sample CDs around and it may at first 
seem obvious how to use them, after all many of them are 
created to loop anyway. Drum loops however, don’t have to 
be played at their original tempo. You may choose to adjust 
the tempo to fit the mood of your tune using one of two 
methods: time stretching or pitch adjusting. 

Time stretching is more involved of the two, but try using 
these formulae to calculate the required length of the loop 
in time with a given tempo: 


To convert Beats Per Minute (BPM) 
to Loop Length in Seconds: 


BPM divided by 8 (2 bars of 4/4 time) =n 


‘o] Oe [Vie [Tom oa ame Melee) Length in Seconds 


To convert Loop Length in Seconds to Beats Per Minute: 
60 divided by Loop Length in Seconds = n 
n xX 8 or 6 (assuming 2 bars) = BPM 


Tools like ReCycle from Steinberg, which automate this 
process, have received much critical acclaim but alelgstelsio) 
costs. A far simpler, though considerably less flexible 
method of changing tempo is to adjust the pitch of the 
loop. Many packages will offer the ability to alter the pitch 
but this does alter the sound and can leave Viele] ate) aredt are] 
Sample sounding somewhat distorted. 


Edit and Sequence 


OKAY, so you have your digital audio data now you want to play 
around with it and sequence or arrange them into something 
that at least resembles a tune. If youre of the Philip Glass school 
of musical thought, then simply cut and paste your loops one 
after the other several hundred times. 

Top of the shareware digital audio editing software is Cool 
Edit 96 from Syntillium software (http://www.syntrillium.com. ) 
Cool Edit is great for editing, chopping converting and looping 
your samples, and also gives you a wide variety of special effects 
to “touch up” your sounds. 

It really can do an awful lot, and for a paltry $50 registration, 
you can have a piece of software that is as feature packed as many 
of the hideously expensive Pro-audio pieces. If you absolutely in- 
sist on spending big bucks, then a sound editing package like 
Sound Forge 4.0 (http://www.sonicfoundry.com) with many im- 
proved features and professional audio editing facilities, may be 
for you. But at around $500, I think that Cool Edit 96 is more 
than adequate for our needs. 


y E1s0367 way:t - Cool Edit 


Cool Edit is the best 
place to start your 
sample editing 


Then advance to bigger and | : 
better (and more costly) 
things - Sound Forge ... 


Sequencing and arranging these loops 1s worthy of a feature in 
itself, but a brief mention of some of the software available 
won't go a miss. 

Cubasis Audio from Steinberg is a basic sequencing package 
that allows you to arrange MIDI and digital audio, up to four 
tracks of stereo digital audio in fact. It also allows you to edit 
your samples non-destructively, meaning any changes you 
make to the samples in your arrangement won't affect the orig- 
inal source sample. It also has some basic audio processing as 
well such as normalise and reverse (most of your audio editing 
is probably best done in Cool Edit however). 

Samplitude from Evolution (http://www.evolution.co.uk) is 
more specifically a Hard Disk recording program, which has 
many of the above features but also includes a more advanced 
editing section and a slightly more professional feel. Prices 
range from the gaermmesuae 
basic entry- 42 * 
level package 
at around £85, # 
up to the stu- @ 
dio level at ® 
£340 | 


Arrange up to ®” 
eight stereo 
digital audio 

tracks with 
Samplitude Studio | 


; LOM RE LEAL EGET GO | TT annie 


ReBirth RB-338 


http://www.stienberg.net 

ANYONE familiar with nose-bleed techno music will be familiar with the classic 
analogue sound of the Roland TB-303. Second hand machines are becoming 
increasingly rare and pricey but novice knob twiddlers needn’t fret. 

The ReBirth RB-338 distributed by Steinberg is a software recreation of the 
silver box of delights — it’s got pulsing LEDs and everything! — and includes, two 
303 bass line synthesisers, one analogue drum machine (an 808 if you want the 
correct terminology), a distortion box and a delay! 

The ReBirth RB-338 is currently available as a save-disabled beta version, but 
the full commercial release (around $199 that’s erm, ...£150) due for release 
very soon will allow you to export songs and patterns as AIFF or Wave audio files. 

You'll need a Pentium (75 MHz minimum). At least 16Mb of ram, Windows 95, 
and a 16-bit sound card, but by crikey it’s worth it. 
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ACCCCCEEEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDD, analogue purists and computer 
knob twiddlers of the world unite with ReBirth-338 


Of course, you could be a little creative yourself — after all that’s what music is 
all about right? Try connecting a microphone to your machine and getting funky 
with the pots and pans. The beauty of digital audio is that you can play around 
with these sounds to your heart’s content and make something totally original. 
All the big names have stacks of archived sounds, riffs and loops. Techno 
sample collagists, Future Sound of London, have even sampled Noel Edmonds 
coughing, speeded it up, and used it as a snare drum on one of their tracks! 


ibis ’ cthatecyrstes anaete enoeases 


377) This looks the business and if 
Cool Edit is anything to go by 
_ then I’m sure we won’t be 
disappointed 

sin Well there you go, 
we've given you a 
taster on how to 
sample and 
synthesise your own 
loops and riffs, and 
then arrange them 
into something akin 


to music. All we ask 
now is that you 
send 10 per cent of 
the royalties from 
your first hit single 
to us here at PC 
mielaalsvancielele mm mb leL.e 


Coming soon is Cool Edit Pro (http://www.syntillium.com), 
a digital audio recorder, editor and mixer based on Cool Edit 
96. At around £300 this is no snip but promises a list of high 
spec features as long as your arm. A fantastic array of audio 
effects and the ability to edit up to 64 tracks simultaneously, 
using just about any sound card, with no special hardware. 
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COMPAG. Presario’s now with a 
3 Year CareFREE” On-site Warranty 


Complete Presario 4000 Systems from 


Intel*®Pentium® 


Processors from 
120MHz to 200MHz 
with MMX™ Options 
16MB EDO RAM 
Expandable to 72MB 
3.5” 1.44MB Floppy Disk 
1.6GB EIDE Hard Disk 
Fast CD ROM Drive 
with Audio CD Player 
16-bit SoundCard and 
Speakers with Wave 
Table 3D Sound 

33.6K Data/Fax 


On-site Warranty 


SOFTWARE 


Modem, including MS Works 
full-duplex MS Encarta '96 
speakerphone with (MPEG) 
message centre and PGA Tour '96 


Fax capabilities 

1MB PCI Graphics 
Presario 1425 14" 
Monitor. Includes 
integrated microphone, 


Magic Carpet 
QuickRestore CD 


Free trials for AOL 
and CompuServe 


_ Spread Your Payments 
Over 36 Months_ 


WE WILL NOT 
BE BEATEN 
ON COMPAQ 

PRICES!! 


FERIEEE 


AeiGsacsae 
indore 


As one of the UK’s largest resellers, we always 
_ have the latest products at the lowest prices 
from the world’s biggest branded manufacturers. 


We hold up to £50m of stock at any one time in 
our state-of-the-art 140,000 square feet logistics 
and distribution centre. Guaranteeing rapid 
response and accurate deliveries. 


We are part of the ICL group of companies. A 
£2.6 Billion worldwide enterprise which 
ensures preferential purchasing arrangements 
with every world class manufacturer. 


Microsoft Windows'95 


Compaq Phone Centre 


OPENING TIMES: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 6.00pm. 


mute button and large 
volume knob 

Plug and Play 
Compatible 

EPA Energy Star 
Compliant 

MS Windows 95 105 

Key Keyboard 

and Compaq Mouse 
CareFREE™ 3 Year 


£997.58 Including VAT 


Presario Processor Options 


Net Price $49.00 


999.00 


Inc VAT & delivery | 1026.95 | 1203.20 | 1320.70! 1438.20! 1555.70 
Deposit 164.24 217.25 Zod 205.75 200.02 
36 Months Payments | 35.00 40.00 45.00 50.00 55.00 
Total to Repay 1424.24 | 1657.25 | 1831.51 | 2005.76 | 2180.02 


P150 P166 


1099.00 


P166MMX 


1199.00 


P200MMx |. 


1299.00 


*Offer subject to status. Written quotations available on request. Subject to our standard terms and conditions 


COMPAG for the business user 


Deskpro's from Deskpro 5133 M1620 


133MHz Intel*Pentium® to 
200MHz Intel*Pentium® Pro 
Processors 

16MB or 32MB EDO RAM 
Expandable to 128MB 

256KB Cache 

1.6GB EIDE HDD 

Intel 440FX Chip Set 

1MB EDO PCI Graphics 
Parallel, Serial and USB Ports 


Ex VAT 
Compaq 140 Colour £180 
Compaq V50 Colour £230 
Compaq V70 Colour £460 
Compaq QVision 210 £1230 


We guarantee to handle all of our enquiries 
_ professionally, with expert help and guidance 
* available from our technical sales support teams. 


We offer so much more than sales alone. 
Our group resources mean you have direct 
access to consultancy, networking, instal- 
lation and training expertise. 


We aim to bring you the lowest price possible first 

_ & every time. Passing our volume purchasing 
benefits on directly to our valued customers 
and keeping quality products affordable. 


Sat: 10.00am - 2.00pm 


Plug and Play Compatible 
EPA Energy Star Compliant 
MS Windows"95 105 Key 
Keyboard and Mouse 

MS DOS 6.22 and 

MS Windows 3.11 

or Microsoft Windows°95 
Three year parts replacement 
warranty with first year free 
on site service 


Compaq Monitor Options 


029 


£739.08 Including VAT 


Deskpro Deskpro 
re 5166 5200 
nc. 
£211.50 M1620 M1620 
£270.25 £659 £849 
£540.50 
£1445.25 


£774.33 Inc. VAT £997.58 Inc. VAT 


Alternatives 


FAX: 01925 43 53 63 


Most methods of payment accepted. Government/Education orders 
welcome. All prices exclusive of VAT & delivery and are subject to 
change without notice. E. & O.E. All trademarks acknowledged. 
Alternatives, Daten Avenue, Risley, Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6GD. 


N-LINE time is money, so keeping an eye on your Internet expenditure is an 
increasingly important issue. So, unless you've more money than sense, 


why not follow these few simple steps aimed at keeping your Internet 


expenses in check? 


Make sure that your connection 
to your Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) is a local rate 
call. It's amazing how many 
times that number will appear 
on your itemised bill, so if you use a BT 
line why not make the number a Friends 
and Family number? You'll save an extra 
10 per cent on any on-line time. Clever 


eh? 


If you use the Internet regularly 

and youre connected to the 

Web via an ISP or commercial 

on-line service that charges by 

the hour — STOP! Move over to 

one of the numerous flat-rate offers 

from ISP’s like Netcom, BT or Pipex. 

Expect to pay around £13 per month for 

unlimited access, but shop around, many 

offer free Web space and multiple e-mail 
addresses. 

Commercial services could charge 

around £6.50 a month including a few 
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Welcome to NETCOM ye és 


Welcome to NETCOM - the world's leading Internet Service Provider. With local access points 
throughout the UK, NETCOM provides high-quality, direct Internet service to individuals and 
businesses of all sizes. Our goal is to help make your Internet experience as rewarding as 

possible. 


NETCOM's dial service NETCOM offer 

gives you access to customer a comprehi 

everything the Internet hes a 8 

to offer, including chad, ISDN, private M's new traning 
e th 


s the busmess y 
ensive it, of yust want to find out 
about, 


urses, at them tes fe 
as well mail stote-of-the- art traning area for some International 
Hosting, News and Domain facility, will get you instant help opportunities 
services informed, 


. and 


Set stil Reading tie: Bone “i 


“Mastan|BiWerccape - Welcome. sane —— | ‘aol “ SEBS t — 
Flat-rate charge and several extras to boot, 
check them out at http://www.netcom.uk.net 


hours free on-line time, but anything 

over this nominal amount and you're 

looking at around £2 an hour! 

Of course, none of these figures in- 
clude any on-line telephone charges. 

3. Upgrade Your Modem 
Unless you have a T3 leased line 
running at 45Mbps, chances are 
youre familiar with the phe- 
nomena of the World Wide 
Wait. Of course, accessing Web 

pages is as much to do with the available 
bandwidth as your connection, but up- 
grading your modem at least gives you 
the best possible chance of fast, efficient 
browsing. 

If youre still using a 14.4Kbps (or god 
forbid, slower!) modem, you're spending 
too much time (and money) waiting. 
Upgrade to at least a 28.8Kbps modem, 
higher if possible. The new 56K x2 
Technology modems offer great speed, 
but make sure that your ISP does sup- 
port these new technologies — not all do. 

Whatever modem you have, make 
sure that all the port-settings are set to 
max in your Modem set up. 


Those late night ‘quick-half- 
hour’ Quake sessions can turn 
into hours before you know it. 
Keep a careful track on your on- 
line time. 

Packages like Internet LogMeter 
(http://www3..sympatico.ca/robert.cote 
/home.htm) run in the background to 
monitor your on-line time, providing a 


readout of your actual session time. You 
can even set a target time based on a 
monthly allowance, and it will display 
your remaining time. NetMeter (free 
from www.cracker.u-net.com) will dis- 
play the cost of your call, updating it sec- 
ond by second. 


5. Keep tabs on your 
bookmarks 


Using your bookmarks sensibly 

and logically can really save a lot 

of time, speeding up access to 

sites you visit regularly and 

avoiding having to type in all 
those URLs. How you create a bookmark 
depends on which browser youre using, 
but whichever you favour, the secret is to 
organise them. A huge sprawling list of 
bookmarks totally defeats the object, 
keep them organised and up-to-date, 
and you'll save on-line time. 


6. Get E-mail Notification of Web 


Site Updates 


If you are a regular visitor to a particular site to 

find new, updated information, why not use a 

personalised URL-minder? NetMind’s URL-minder 

(www.netmind.com/ URL-minder/URL-minder.html) 

keeps track of a specified Web site and can 
determine when the content has changed, e-mailing you 
when ever it notices an update or new information. Saves 
you the bother of checking it all the time. 
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AltaVista 


Select another langu; 


Vig 


6. Learn how to use your Search 
Engine — Properly 

How much time do you waste trawling through the 
huge numbers of useless responses your search 
engine spews out? A little time spent making sure 
you understand the types of searches available is 
time well spent. 

Yahoo, for example, searches by category, so the quickest 
way to find information with it is to click through the 
hierarchical categories. Engines like Alta Vista, HotBot and 
Infoseek use keywords to search every word on a Web page, 
so be specific about what you enter. The rule is to be 
intelligent, and learn how to use the engine properly; most 
have a help page that explains how to minimise the 
responses, so check them out. 


7. Increase your Cache 
size 
Increasing your cache could 
save you a lot of time. Browsers 
usually have a default of 5Mb 
but a couple of good browsing 
sessions and that'll be used up 
in no time. Try increasing your cache to 
10Mb this way a greater number of Web 
pages you visit will be pre-loaded, mak- 
ing your return visits quicker. 
Netscape Navigator 3.0: 
1. Options menu, 
Preferences. 
Internet Explorer 3.0: 
1. Select View menu, click Options. 
2. Click the Advanced tab, and then click 
Settings. 
3. To create more space to store pages 
temporarily, move the slider to the 
right. 


8. Turn off the 
Graphics 
If you are after pure informa- 
tion, turning off the graphics in 
your browser will save a consid- 
erable amount of on-line time. 
Of course, if you decide you're 
on a page where you'd like to see pic- 
tures, just click the Images icon and the 
graphics will appear. A great idea really. 


click Network 


9. Disconnect from your service when 
you're not using it (obviously) 


Nipping off to make that cup of tea or answer a call of 
nature can be costly. Several utilities are available that 
automatically terminates a connection if it has been left 
idle for a specified length of time. Try Di$connect from 
Dagar Software (http:/ /www.dagar.com/discon.htm) 
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Download the useful information at the most suitable times and view at your leisure 


10. Use an Offline 
browser 


Offline browsers are increasing 
popular, and with good reason. 
They can download the useful 
content from a site during a 
time of low traffic and leave you 
the information to view offline at your 
leisure. 

Browsers like freeloader (http:// 
www.freeloader.com), or Web Whacker 
from Forefront (http://www.forefront. 
com), offer you some real opportunities 
to save some moolah. One word of 
warning though, be careful when you set 
up how many levels of information you 
want the Offline browser to return, you 
could end up with half the Web on your 
machine. 


11. Browse the Web 
using an Intelligent 


Agent 


Many packages like Autonomy 
(http://www.agentware.com) 
allow users to ‘train’ a person- 
alised Web Researcher by telling 
it what information you are 
after and then setting it free onto the 
Internet. The Intelligent aspect comes in 


Let the agents do the work of finding your 
information, you can do something more 
interesting. And less costly 


the agent’s ability to adapt and improve 
its browsing with each crawl. 

Eventually you should have a sophisti- 
cated search engine of your own. 
Autonomy will even search whilst you 
are off-line, only when you are back on- 
line will it report any findings. 


12. Download using FTP 


If possible, why not download 
from an FTP site? Most popular 
sites have an FTP presence and 
they are generally a little quicker 
than using Web pages that are 
full of graphics — and other users! 


13. Compress files 
before sending them 


If you're planning on sending 
lots of files, use a compression 
utility to shrink your file size 
and thus the amount 
of time it takes to send the file. 
The best package available is WinZip 
(http://www.winzip.com) 


14. Use the Freebies 


Take full advantage of the free- 
bies that many of the 
Commercial on-line services 
offer. A bit of careful timing, 
and you could get virtually free 
access via the many ‘50 free hour’ trials 
that are available. Keep a check on this 
one though, they'll want your credit card 
details straight away, and unless you 
cancel it at the end of the period, you 
could well end up paying. 


15. Stop using the 
Internet! 


It’s the sure-fire way of saving 
pounds — and it’s the only guar- 
anteed one! 

So get down the car boot sale 
with that modem now! @ 


Pass GCSE with LCL Self-tuition 


Full range of GCSE courses. Mostly Windows 
95 titles. All run on Windows 3.1 & 95. 


They make GCSE easy & fun. Pie 


Actors talk to you, usually by video, and you WN 
reply into a microphone, where appropriate. 


Amazing new Maths GCSE course with video 
& virtual teacher. 

Each has around 30 tutorial ‘games’, with 
multimedia tuition on PC CD-ROM and a book. These 
courses have up to a million possible questions. 
Genuine British GCSE courses that follow the National 
Curriculum. 


ie STEW VERSION 2 Soe 


Now with video, Virtual Teacher & Mock GCSE. 

Windows 95 title (runs on 3.1). 

Very easy to use. It will help improve GCSE grades, yet is sufficiently enjoyable 
(with actors etc) to motivate the student to use it. 


of questions on Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Statistics & Arithmetic. 


NEW <= 


Teaches all 4 National Curriculum A.T.s: Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology & Experiments. 
Watch experiments on video then do them yourself. 
‘Virtual teacher’ pops up to help you with the more 
complex questions. @ Windows 95 title (runs on 3.1). 
Mock GCSE with grades. @ 10,000 questions. 


Screen shot 


NEW 


el SON 2 ee 


French actors talk to you via video and you reply into a 
microphone (in French) 

Windows 95 title (runs on 3.1). 

So easy to use, even runs off CD. 

Really TEACHES not just tests and makes French easy and fun. 


German actors talk to you via video and you reply into a microphone (in German) 
Window 95 title (runs on 3.1). @ So easy to use. @ Helps with German business 
letters. @ Really TEACHES not just tests and makes German easy and fun. 


BUNS UFF 
LU 


Improves spelling, punctuation, grammar and comprehension skills. 
It takes beginners to GCSE level. ® The actors and speech used make it also 
suitable for learning English as a foreign language. 


- WINDOWS 95 
BU 


Massive National Curriculum Maths course of 34 ‘games’ that teach. 

Real toys move and sing times tables @ Counting Tables @ Add @ Subtract 
Divide @ Multiply (long and short) @ Fractions @ Percentages Decimals 
Graphs and much more. 


Aley*)*)'f izes tig (86>) 
24 program courses. All language and English courses include speech. 


(8 years - GCSE) (Beginners - GCSE & Bus.) 
(A Level) (Beginners - GCSE) 

(11 years —- GCSE) (Beginners - GCSE & Bus.) 
(3-12 years) (8 years — GCSE) 


SPECIAL OFFER! £10 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 OR 3 COURSES, 
£20 OFF FOR 4 OR 5. (All courses include a book) 


(All Appropriate LCL courses are National Curriculum compatible) 
All titles run on all appropriate PCs including Windows 95 PCs. 


“Easy and fun to use” —PC HOME. 
Only £24.99 per floppy disk course, & £34.99 per CD Course. No 
hidden extras like VAT or P&P. Overseas add £2 per course. 
Cheques payable to LCL. Free catalogue. Orders to: LCL (Dept PCH), 

Thames House, 73 Blandy Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1QB. 


Enone 0); (b=) | 3193535 LCL 


sent within 24 nours 


Prestel On-line 
now offers... 


VI FREE 10Mb of Web space for 
your personal pages. 


FREE Multiple Email addresses. 


FREE Support - 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year. 


vy 
iv) 
iv] FREE Software plus instructions. 
Vv) 
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availablevup to 33.6Kbps 
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Lightning fast reliable access. 


Corporate services also available. 
(Domain names, web hosting, 
ESD) exe) alatsxeathi aya) 


To get connected 
to the best, 
contact 


0990 22 33 00 
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This month’s Leisure 
Dome has something for | 
everyone, from home | 
productivity to route: - 
planners. We even 
have something for 
you Internet addicts 


latians Animated Storybook 


Roger, Anita and Nanny were [ sad. et 


They wondered if we would ever be found. @ 


Boy, were they happy to see us when we got home! | 


Hooray! The Dalmatians 
have been safely reunited 


IF your kids are lo 


‘@ : : 
. ete 


vers of the cute little 


puppies in Disney’s 101 Dalmatians, 
then here’s a chance for them to follow 
and interact with their exploits over 16 
screens in Disney’s latest CD-Rom re- 
lease, 101 
Storybook. 


Dalmatians Animated 


You have the choice to either sit back 
and enjoy the colourful story whilst 
Pongo, Perdy and the puppies read to 
you or you can choose to read and play. 
In the latter you follow the Dalmatians 
through the screens where you can acti- 
vate actions, games and sing-alongs by 
selecting different items. If you find you 
have a favourite screen there is the op- 
tion to skip directly to it. 

As well as the active screens you can 
select certain text which provides you 
with a dictionary, giving a picture and 
definition of that word, in addition there 
is a thesaurus which gives the option to 
change part of the text. 

Disney’s 101 Dalmatians Animated 
Storybook is a colourful disc which is 
easy and fun to use, allowing you to play 
while you learn. — LW 


Supplier___ Disney Interactive 

Telephone __ 0181 222 1413 

Price —=ss—« £39.99 
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THE SHORT GAME 


Chipping & Pitching 
Bunker Play 
Putting 


Ore tips 


Piay Better Golf 

GOLF is without doubt one of the 
world’s must popular sports and there 
are professionals making a lot of cash 
from teaching others to play it better. 
Personal tuition fees are costly but 


menu 


Tips galore on all aspects of golfing await you in Play Better Golf from GSP 
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thanks to good old PC multimedia tech- 
nology you can now plug in a CD-Rom 
and get tips from the experts in the com- 
fort of your own home and for a fraction 
of the price. 

Golf Monthly teaching panellists Gary 
Smith and Keith Wood are your tutors 
and take you through many aspects of 
golfing technique through the use of ex- 
tensive video footage. Some of the sec- 
tions to explore include Fault Analysis, 
The Swing, The Short Game and The 
Long Game. Each of these sections con- 
tain step-by-step lessons to help you find 
your faults and improve your technique. 

There’s plenty to learn in Play Better 
Golf so if you’re looking to pick up a few 
good tips, check this out. — DE 


Supplier ——sGSP 
Telephone __ 01480 496666 
Pace. —s_—s£18.95 
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ScreenPrint Gold allows you to easily capture 
and review images copied using the print 
screen key 


ScreenPrint Gold 
SCREENPRINT is a small utility that 
enhances the print screen function for 
taking snapshots. Usually, pressing 
the print screen key (marked as Prt 
Sc) simply copies the image on screen 
into the clipboard buffer. 

From there, you load your favourite 
graphics package and paste the image 
into it — if the graphics package 
Supports clipboard copying that is. 

With ScreenPrint Gold running, any 
images copied using the print screen 
key are displayed as thumbnails in a 
window. From there, the package 
offers you numerous tools such as 
printing or saving the image, sending 
the image to a recipient via e-mail or 
converting it to one of 15 supported 
graphics formats. 

There are also image editing 
functions such as rotate, flip and 
mirror as well aS numerous special 
effect filters like emboss and 
posterise. 

ScreenPrint is a neat and useful 
utility but with most people having a 
graphics package of some sort and 
the almost universal ability to paste 
the clipboard contents to any 
application, it’s not exactly an original 
or essential tool. — DE 


Supplier__—-21st Century Entertainment 
Telephone _ 01235 851473 

Price —=ss—s-—« £29.99 
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Essentials 

HOME Essentials is 
Microsoft’s latest offering 
specifically designed with 
the home user in mind. It’s 
a collection of five programs 
which includes three 
Microsoft productivity titles, 
Word 97, Microsoft Works 
4.0 and Money 97, as 
well as two leisure titles, 
Encarta 97: World Atlas 
and Microsoft Football. 

The package also 
includes an MSN CD with 
one month’s free connection to 
the Internet. Internet Explorer is also 
in there but this is apparently version 
3.01, which suffers from a potential 
security problem that has been fixed in 
version 3.02. 

For £99, Home Essentials does 
offer pretty darn good value for money. 
Word 97 needs no introduction as 
probably the best-selling 
wordprocessor for the PC and is 
replete with powerful features. | use it 
all the time. 

Microsoft Money is a money 
management tool with on-line banking 
support and again, | use it myself at 
home to keep my pitiful income in 
some semblance of order. 

Works is itself a collection of 
applications that include a 
wordprocessor, spreadsheet, database 
and communications programs. No 


= 

= ) 

A 
> 


Name and save your 
spreadsheet or chart 


> See more of your spreadsheet 
“| > Type and correct entries 

_| > Type repetitive entries 

| > Calculate (ada, subtract, 

| formulas, functions...) 

| D Create a chart 

| > Change a chart 

> Use charts in other documents 


’ D> Add, change, or delete rows 
| and columns 


Packed full of impressive productivity 
software as well as a couple of leisure 
titles, there’s something for everyone 


doubt the wordprocessor will be 
obsolete due to Word 97 but the 
spreadsheet and database will 
probably come in useful. 

To round off the package and to 
introduce an element of fun into what 
is mainly a productivity package, 
Microsoft Football should provide a 
little stress relief after a hard day 
writing to the bank manager with Word 
or balancing your accounts with 
Money. 

Home Essentials is a great all-round 
package which should appeal to nearly 
all home users and at £99, it’s good 
value for money too. — DE 
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Formula 1 


AND there goes Damon, and there goes Villeneuve vying for the 
lead in this terrifically exciting race. Well that’s what it sounds like 


when you watch fj 
Formula 1 on the ig 
telly courtesy of 
the ever excitable 
Murray Walker. 
This CD-Rom 
is billed as the “ul- 
timate multimedia 
guide to the 
world’s fastest 
sport”. It offers a 
wealth of informa- 
tion on every race 
from 1950 to 1996. 


And there goes Damon - off to Arrows 


internet Utilities 


THIS is the equivalent of 
the Swiss Army knife — 
every tool you could wish 
for is here, all packed into 
one program. When it in- 
imports your 
Navigator 
bookmarks and places them 
in a tabbed box with large 
icons. It supplies some 
bookmarks itself and more 
are available for import on 
the Internet. Clicking on a 
starts up 
Explorer or Navigator and 
goes to the site. However, I 


stalls, it 
Explorer or 


bookmark 


REGULAR 


Chesterfield plan their route to the hallowed twin towers of Wembley 


Route 66 


This isn’t, as the name might suggest, a tourist guide to THE route 
66. It’s simply a route planner in the mould of Autoroute. 

This UK & Ireland version of the route planner is designed for 
Windows 95, and can calculate the quickest, shortest or least ex- 
pensive route for whichever journey you care to mention (within 
UK & Ireland obviously). 

The route is displayed in map form, with different colours for 
different types of road, and in written form with a full breakdown 
of which route to travel, how long the journey will take and even 
a cost estimate. I was impressed with the speed at which the pro- 
gram calculates the journey, although it doesn’t have as many op- 
tions as Autoroute for example. But all in all this is a viable, if 
lightweight, alternative to Microsoft’s package. — PN 


[@iq you were on-line (but what you really 
'%| want to know is how much it’s costing 
you). 

The name of this package is slightly 
misleading, because the tools aren't just 
for the Internet. For instance, there is a 
virtual screens facility that enables you to 
create a Windows desktop that is two or 
more screens wide. You can then open 
applications on any virtual screen and 
quickly flick between them. WinTools of- 
fers quick access to commonly used Win 
95 applications, such as Find, Explorer 
and Control Panel, and QuickZip offers 
the industry standard file compres- 
sion/decompression. 


All this functionality is provided in a 
taskbar that pops up when you move the 
mouse to the screen edge, and it is simi- 
lar to a souped up HP Dashboard. If 
youre a fan of that program, youll love 
this one. — RW 


found it tedious scrolling 
through the tabs looking for 
the site I wanted. 

The NetMeter (down- 


It gives you short biographies of the legendary drivers, plus listings 
of all the tracks, full listing of results, and detailed descriptions of 
more than 1,000 of the greatest cars. 

It’s undoubtedly of use as a reference guide if you're a bit of a 
Statto, but for the passive observer of the occasional grand prix it’s load this freebie from 
all a bit bland. A trainspotter’s guide to Formula 1 if you like. — PN www.starfishsoftware.com) 

| —— can float free or clip itself Remember HP 

ee onto Explorer or Navigator Dashboard - this 
a to provide feedback on the is even better 
data transfer rate and time on-line. It 
also provides a log of when and how long 
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VER the years, at various education 
QO): and launches of government 

initiatives, the importance of 
Information Technology — and computers in 
particular — has been stressed. But what is 
} » the situation in the average classroom? The 
ae =" National Curriculum states that IT should 
be used in all aspects of learning, but is it possible? 

Every two years there is a Survey of Information Technology 
in Schools in the England and Wales, and the latest report 
was published recently. The situation is getting better, but it 
still makes depressing reading. The average number of pupils 
per computer in primary schools was fifteen in 1995-6 for 
children aged 5 and over, compared to eighteen in 1993-4 and 
an amazing 107 in 1984-85. Secondary schools do fare better 
with an average of nine children per computer. 

Schools are buying more machines, but the total 
expenditure in cash terms on hardware and software for 
classroom use is £23,600 per school at secondary level. 
Sounds good, until you realise that this works out at an 
average of £28 per child. Move to the primary sector and this 
becomes £9. 

Yet it is what schools do with their computers that is 
important, and 74 per cent of teachers feel confident in using 
computers in the classroom, and there is more training and 
awareness than ever before. So next time your local PTA ask 
for help in raising money for computers or software, bear 
these figures in mind. 


IT seems that all schools want children to be musical 
whether with hand-bells, a recorder or an ocarina. Some 
children never seem to catch on, others are quite happy with 
a triangle, a few flourish. But not everyone will play 
beautifully, some of us just want to enjoy sound, others need 
home help few parents can give. Enter the computer, with a 
variety of ways to stimulate even the least musical. 
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Edited by Pam Turnbull 


SimTunes 


£30 
eSded Maxis (0171-500 1500) 
Supplied with Harmonica 


NOT a music staff in sight. Using the 
idea that some composers see notes as 
colours, SimTunes features a variety of 
bugz walking across a picture on the 
screen and as they cross a colour, a note 
is played. Bugz walk in a straight line 
until they meet a function dot, when 
they'll change direction to oblige as well 
as play a sound and produce a light effect 
if you wish. 
ae all look different and you can 
g alter their speed, volume and 
starting points as you get more 
adventurous and then add 
them to your picture with a pair 
of tweezers. Only four bugz can 
play at once and you must 
choose one yellow, green, blue 
and red. Then there are the 
Loop Bugz, but I'll let you dis- 
cover these for yourself. 

It’s all very straightforward 
and great fun. A range of pic- 
tures — which play different 
styles of music — are included to 


get you going, you can edit these or cre- 
ate your own to fit a particular mood. 
Creating pictures is quite easy, just re- 
member that each colour corresponds to 
a different note and the program pro- 
vides some geometric shapes as stamps 
to help get you started. 

The technique is quite sophisticated, 
though it looks like pure chaos at times. 
Experimentation is the best way to find 
your way around and SimTunes works 
well with the someone who’s never tick- 
led the ivories or with someone who’s in 
the know. There are different levels of 
play from basic to advanced. At higher 
levels you can change the scale, with 
choices such as Major and Minor penta- 
tonic, Blues and Mixolydian and if that’s 
lost you the program will happily explain 
all. Then there’s the Web site ... 

Don't think of SimTunes as making mu- 
sicso much as painting with sound. This is 
definitely music by the backdoor as chil- 
dren discover the fundamentals of music 
and composition and never realise it. 


e 


SimTunes 
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Create your own tunes and pop them on the Internet 


Adventures in Music with a Recorder 


+ £24.99 ee 
| UbiSoft (0481-944 9000) fa 
BRE Supplied with Recorder 

ON the serious side this pack- 


2 


age teaches music theory, fin- 
gering and technique, but it’s 


wrapped up in a trip around 
the world with Rick Order. In 
countries as diverse as Africa, 
South America, France and 
Tibet you meet experts to help 
you read music, 
understand 
rhythm,  har- 
mony and 
breathing. Plus 
a range of folk 
tunes from di- 
verse cultures 
to listen to or 
play along with. 
In Tibet you 
learn about 
crotchets, minims, semibreves, tempo 
and bar lines, as well as the names of 
notes — G A B and C. Moving on to 
Mexico there are crotchet rests while 
quavers appear in the Savannah and the 
more advanced lessons in France. In total 
there are 16 lessons and you can work 
through country by country or access 
particular lessons directly. Songs can be 
printed, individual notes listened too 
and the fingering shown while you can 
play with or without accompaniment. 
To see the fingers moving over the 
recorder holes is a real help for begin- 
ners, as is the ability to change the speed 
via the metronome — you can progress at 
your own pace. I would have liked the 
option to turn off the background 
sounds, which though atmospheric, do 
become somewhat distracting after a 
while. But this a huge improvement on 


pe 


Learn the basics on 
a rooftop in Tibet ... 
... or about beats 
and rests in Mexico 


the books which usually 
come with a recorder. 

All the packages here 
encourage you to make 
your own tunes. With this 
offering, if you have Internet access, you 
can pop these onto the World Wide Web 
and grab other tunes from people all 
around the world. Excellent. 


Adventures in Music 
with a Recorder 


as q 


There are traditional songs from 
around the world to listen to and learn 


Simple games and 


graphics test that 
you've been paying 
attention 
= Explanation and interaction 
Music Ace work well for initial learning 
£29.95 and revision 
Guildsoft (01752 895100) 


Wa HERE emphasis is placed on listening with lessons on 
pitch recognition and discrimination, the relationship between 
written pitch and the piano keyboard, the treble bass, octaves, 
half steps/whole steps, sharps, flats, key signatures and so on. At 
the end of each of the 24 lessons there is a game to test what 
you've just learnt and this manages to be both a good revision 
tool and fun. 

Little and often is the key, and as this is aimed at children 
who are interested in the subject in the first place, it would 
probably work best as a complement to more formal piano 
lessons. But the look and feel is friendly and as music theory is 
never usually popular this will help even the self-taught. 

Children are also encouraged to try their hands at composing 
with the Music Doodle Pad. Or how about editing a range of 
well-known pieces by adding notes, change the instruments and 
so on? You can then listen to the new arrangements on the 
Jukebox. A good balanced approach with a friendly and 
talkative teacher. 


The Doodle Pad is a brilliant way to both edit classic 
pieces and create your own 
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DTP FOR BEGINNERS 


HOW do you encourage your child to write a story? This is an important skill and one which most children 
under 11 will accomplish by writing as little as possible. The computer is a tool which can make the 


process more interesting. 


There are packages which help teach the basics of design, wordprocessing, writing and storytelling, 
where the software doesn’t get in the way by demanding an understanding of cut and paste or printer 
technology, rather they let children use their imagination and get on with the story writing. 

The fact that they are learning the basics of how all DTP packages work is incidental. And when your 
offspring move to a desire for letterheads, invitations, posters and the like, look out for the Disney Print 
Studios (Disney Interactive 0181-222 1571 costing £34.99). These come in all flavours from Winnie the 
Pooh to 101 Dalmatians, and neatly fill the gap between total hand-holding to individualised projects. 


Crestires Scenes 


The title screen graphic 
can be an illustration 
from the Treasure 


Create-a-Book 

me (£24.99 (refills £9.99) 

LTE PrintPaks (0181-876 0880) 

m= Requirements: colour printer 

THIS series — look out for Window Art, 
Magnets, Pop-Up Greetings and 
Awesome Iron-Ons Kits — is superb, and 
this addition is the one with the widest 
scope allowing for stories or project pre- 
sentation. But what makes it so special is 
that everything to create and design 
three 12-page books is included in the 
box: pre-scored and punched paper, card 
(with window for a graphic), binding 
and plastic cord and fun buttons to keep 
it all together. 

There’s no manual, as Max the dog is 
your guide in a very cleverly put together 
program. This is 
for the child or 
family who are 
new to DTP and 
need considerable 
hand-holding and 
wouldn’t appreciate 


Chest, a photo or your 6+ 
own creation 


Fiied Preset enteurs 
iP the Mefters below 


Story book = Scrap book 


The templates 
provided are 
varied and well 
put together 


delete a: 
print? Ji 


NB 


Max is on hand to help, and here you 
can refine the structure of your book 
July 1997 
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words such as font or leading. Therefore, 
options are limited and size of text (sen- 
tences or individual words and letters) 
and graphics are decided by eye as you 
click on the big or small dog bone. But 
these limitations do mean that the 
printed books will work. 

You can actually choose between three 
different books: Storybook, activity book 
or scrapbook. Or opt for a mix. As you 
set the page there are both text and 
graphics boxes. The latter you can fill 
with a choice of 300 drawn or pho- 
tographed images — you can add your 
own too as there is a simple painting 
package which you can use from scratch 
or to enhance the graphics provided with 
special effects, stamps or a few well-cho- 
sen squiggles. You can change pages 
around at will and I liked the wide vari- 
ety of templates provided from dot-to- 
dots, to a finger-print collection. A good 
starting point and a good way to build 
confidence with this type of product. 


Create-a-Book 


Stanley’s Sticker 


Stories 

£19.95 

| lona Software (0181-296 9454) 
IF you want something for the 
very young, then this package takes the 
idea of the very popular sticker books 
and lets children create their own story 
well before they have the computer 


Choose your background, click 
the arrow to go inside a location 


Show your stories again and again 


or literary skills to do so on their own. 
This comes from the same stable as 
Sammy's Science House and Bailey’s 
Book House and the quality and instant 
accessibility for even the youngest child 
is there again. As well as great fun it prac- 
tices story-building, vocabulary and 
spelling. 

Stanley is an otter with a definite 
north of Watford Gap accent and not 
only does he give you information on 
how the program works, he is also a 
source of story ideas. No reading skill is 
needed as information is graphical and 
spoken. You can choose from 30 back- 
grounds which become the basis for your 
pages. Add to these any of 325 stickers 
from friends to food. 

Mood music and sound effects are 
there too or you can add your own if 
your PC has a microphone. You don’t 
have to have text, but if you opt for it 
there is a choice of colours, fonts, sizes 
and centred or justified text. Pages can be 
added, deleted or their order changed at 
any time and can be as long or as short as 
you like. When you've finished, creations 
can be viewed on screen or printed out. 

More than just a sticker book, this 
teaches the fundamentals of story writ- 
ing, DTP and wordprocessing without 
losing sight of what a child is trying to do 
— tell a tale. 


Stories 


After their swim, they 
anted fo see how Sammy | 
| was doing with his new i 
invention ... 


Moe 
Play with text - you can 
always change it later 


A POINT OF REFERENCE 


THERE is an increasing number of edutaining science on TVs, 
bookshelves and computer screens these days. But remember that 
quantity is not synonymous with quality so watch out for content if you're 
buying with children in mind — the National Curriculum specifies certain 
topics and US schools others. 

Also science will usually cross-over with other curriculum areas so try 
to keep the balance. Last, but not least, don’t just concentrate on 
computer-based information and reference; there are a huge number of 
interactive museums around the country catering for all ages, from 
Eureka in Halifax to the Science Museum in London. 


*> Earth Quest 


How 
BERYL FORMS 
STAGE 3 
As the magma cools, the bel orystais grow 
in columns ax mare and more berylicuns, 
aiumioiuns, and aber arcane build up che 

crvetals layer bw Laver The blue colour ia 
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che presenc j at icen. 


See how different minerals develop 


Earth Quest 


£39.99 
Dorling Kindersley (0171-753 3488) 
BRR Plus: Pocket book on Rocks and Minerals, trial subscription to Science Online 

A FASCINATING subject which is also relevant to the National Curriculum 
for science and geography as well as allowing you to find out what that 
strange outcrop was you saw on holiday, and explaining the reality behind 
such films as Dante’s Inferno. 

A highly graphical virtual reality interface and approach is the trademark 
of the Eyewitness encyclopaedias providing a less-overwhelming access route 
to the quantity of information. In this underground gallery you can find out 
about gems such as the Hope Diamond and rocks galore from metamorphic 
to extra-terrestrial. 

From a group, choose one in particular and you'll find an explanation with 
unusual words highlighted in red and explained by a click of the mouse. You 
can also see the profile, origin and key facts, as well as compare it with any 
other rock or 
group in the data- 
base. 

As well as pre- 
senting informa- 


Ages 
p 7-14 
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RE D C) HALK 
A, GRAINED caleareous rock, 
red chalk gets its colour from a 


tion in easily di- 
gested chunks, 
you can collect in- 
formation and 
specimens for the 
Earth Builder; an 
excellent quest 
challenge which 
will take you 
through all as- 


pects of the Earth. 


detrital component of iron oxide 
(hematite}. It may also contain 
scattered quartz pebbles. Many of 
the minute grains in red chalk are 
micr ofossils, such as coocoliths. 
Macrof ossils are Frequently 
present in red chalk. 
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Information is provided in easily digestible chunks 
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Be an amazing | 
animal expert fi 


AS geet on 


phe 


<a 


Help your child become an amazing 
animal expert with this fun-filled 
CD-ROM. Based on the acclaimed 


Amazing Animals Disney Channel TV 


series, this disc is packed with exciting facts 


and activities revealing the wonders of 
the animal kingdom. 


SUPPORTS 


NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM 


Includes 


CD-ROM, books, stickers 
and a bird mobile 


Free trial subscription Science 
to DK’s exclusive Key Stages 1,2 
Amazing Animals web site 
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The giant African snail bas a ready-made jorttess BE 
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soft, slimy body into its tough shell, sealing up the Sea 
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Navigator, index and timeline are constantly available 


@ Chambers off the main gallery give 


you access to mining, how our planet 
was shaped and the violent side. Via 
these chambers you'll come across struc- 
tures such as sulphur or topaz, click and 
you can see how they have developed 
and formed. Every now and again the 
program will tell you to visit a particular 
part of the gallery as the timeline has de- 
veloped another mineral for our investi- 
gation. 

If volcanoes fascinate you, you can 
create six different types and watch them 
erupt. The same goes for earthquakes 
and both give you information and video 


Win a chance to 
Pass your GCSE 
Maths 


clips on the knock-on effects. Find out 
where in the world drift mining takes 
place or more about the Icelandic volca- 
noes. I'd have liked the Mauritius vol- 
cano to get a mention (it being the only 
one on British soil) but you can’t have 
everything. This package comes very 
close indeed however, with a relevant se- 
lection of video clips, a good index and 
the ability to keep you coming back for 
more. 


And you think you know 
everything about your garden? 


Exploring Wildlife 


wm £29.99 


ANGLIA is re-packaging a number of its products for 
the home market. Designed for UK schools and tied closely to 
the National Curriculum, these come with activity sheets and 
if you access the Anglia Web site (http://www.anglia.co.uk) or 
pages on AOL, you'll find extension ideas and information to 
many of its programs. 

Wildlife gives you three programs: Seashore Life, Survival 
Mysteries of Nature and Garden Wildlife. Anglia has access 
to the Survival documentaries and so all its programs are 
brimming with photos, video and sound clips. 

Garden Wildlife is a simple package which takes you 
around a typical British town and provides a database of 
over 135 creatures from ants to zebra spiders. Using the 
garden as your menu you can alter night to day and see just 
what inhabits the wood pile, lawn or compost heap. A friend 
is on hand to help you identify what you’ve found and when 
you're Satisfied with the garden, there’s the park to explore 
and information to find in the cinema or library. Not as 
pretty as some packages, but the information is faultless. 

For more marine discoveries, Seashore Life follows a 
similar but more graphical and atmospheric approach using 
a lighthouse as your base. Information on animal 


MATHSOFT has released a new version 
of its Maths revision aid — Pass your 
GCSE Maths. Written by three maths 
teachers, the updated program allows 
students to pick the topics they are in- 
terested in — algebra, shape and space, 
number, etc. — and skip those they have 
already mastered. 

The program boasts hundreds of 
past exam questions and model an- 
swers all which have been supplied by 
examining boards. The package also 
features ten levels of attainment in 
accordance with the GCSE syllabus, 
concentrating on levels 5-8. If your child is need of a boost with their Maths then 
this could be the program they have been looking for. 

Pass your GCSE Maths, which has been revised to cover the 1997/98 National 
Curriculum is priced at £24.95 but we’ve 16 copies to give away absolutely free. 
All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning one is tell us how many lev- 
els of attainment the package features and send your answers to PC Home, GCSE 
Maths Competition, IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire SK10 4NP. Entries no later than 12 July please. 


classification is in the filing cabinet, while the TV gives you 
videos and animation. As with Garden Wildlife, there is a 
quiz to make sure you’ve been paying attention! 

The bookshelf gives you access to plants, animals and 
birds with information on eating habits, lifestyle and where 
they live. Alternatively, you can just explore the island from 
shingle and sandy beaches to estuaries. Beautifully clean 
photos and sound clips help as you read about such 
fascinating creatures as puffins or put on your wellies and 
use the identifier to see just what it is that’s living under 
that rock you found on the school field-trip. 

Finally there is Survival Mysteries of Nature, which 
expands the aspects of nature in time and locale and 
provides some really stunning images and useful narration 
from lan Holm. Three documentaries come on the CD-Rom: 
Hunter and Hunted, Senses, and Flight. A nice point is that 
you can stop these at any time to find out more through 
animation, drawings, photos or text. No activity sheets here, 
but the video sequences are brilliant. 
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An Interactive visit to the world’s greatest art masterpieces 
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He’s more of a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle than a master painter, 
nevertheless our own Michelangelo Paul Noel has been “arting about” 
on some Graphics packages available to try before you buy 


Grabbing screens is a doddle with Paint Shop Pro 


Paint Shop Pro 


ANYONE who has ever tried to grab an 
onscreen image such as those found 
throughout this mag will be aware of just 
how tricky it can sometimes be. It is 
essential therefore to have a package that 
allows you to grab screens and view them quickly, efficiently 
and with the minimum of fuss. 

Paint Shop Pro is one of the best examples of a package 
that does just that. This complete graphics program for 
image creation, viewing and manipulation also has an 
excellent capture feature. Its “bitmap editor” (or raster 
format image editor if you want to get all technical) allows 
you to firstly capture an image and then view and edit it in 
various raster formats such as BMP and GIF formats. 

Other handy features include the PSP browser, a visual file 
system that allows you to easily access, sort, select and 
manipulate the images via a thumbnail (reduced image) 
system. This latest version of Paint Shop Pro for Windows 95 
comes highly recommended as a package that is multi- 
functional, easy to use and extremely versatile. 


Price $69.00 

Format Floppy 

Requirements _ 486, 4Mb 

Rating he Ae he he he he he he ae 
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LET’S Draw is a package with the 


Let’s Draw 


emphasis purely on fun and 
claims to allow both beginners 
and professionals alike to draw 
caricatures. 

The full program features over 
100 professionally designed cari- 
catures of famous people and its 
uses are, for example, designing 
greetings cards, calendar, wrap- 
ping paper, posters and the like. 

The program is so simple to 
use that even I was able to pro- 
duce professional looking (well 
reasonably professional looking) 
caricatures in a flash, and the 
drawing tools included are simple to use 
if basic. All in all a useful novelty rather 
than an essential tool. 


Harpo Marx is just one of the caricatures 
you can create with Let’s Draw 


DLR Draw 


DLR isa basic drawing package, no more 


Price $36.95 

Format Floppy 

Requirements __ 486DX/33, 4Mb ram, 5Mb HD 
Rating Ke IK Ke Ke ie ie te oe ok 


DLR DRA 


Price 


no less. It does have the advantage of 
being a cross-platform tool and thus 
suitable for Windows 95, NT, Win32s 
and Macintosh users. However its func- 
tions are limited in comparison to some 


of the other fully featured art 


ux packages. 


It has a standard tool set and 


' Mac-like fill patterns for saving 


Windows metafiles. However 
the bottom line is that this is a 
cheap and affordable if limited 
package. Look elsewhere if your 
art needs are anything other 
than the most basic. 


$29.00 


Format Floppy 
Requirements _ 386 DX 
Rating Ae Ae Ae he he ac ls ote ote 


Just some of 
the effects 
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Watercolor 


Brush Quill Pen 


 & 


Irregular Shape Tool 


Charcoal Pencil 


ASL Painter 


THIS is a full 256 colour paint program 
that comes complete with features and 
tools over and above those found in the 
Paintbrush Applet in Windows. 

It has the full range of Geometric 
tools that you would expect such as cir- 
cles, ellipses, triangles etc. There are also 
the Standard Drawing Tools, such as 
Freehand Pencils and Sprays as well as 
speciality drawing tools such as Charcoal 
Pencil, Quill Pen, Calligraphy Pen, 
Airbrush and so on. 

Other Smear and Smudge tools are 
also featured as are a number of special 
effects and filtering techniques which it is 
claimed “you would only expect to find 
in packages costing considerably more’. 


Street Graphics 
WITH a title like StreetGraphics I was 
expecting some kind of cool, radical, 
Graffiti Spray painting package. What I 
actually got was an art program that at- 
tempts to close the gap between drawing 
packages and art packages. 

It has its own rendering system thus 
allowing for the creation of rich images, 


possible 
with ASL 
Painter 


Paint Rotfer STAR atan), 


Teastmith Shadow... 


These effects include Noise (grainy white 
noise effect), Pointillization (pictures 
made up of tiny dots) and Posterizing 
(reduced contrast between shades) as 
well as others I didn’t understand. 

It does have a less polished, slightly 
rougher looking, main screen and tool- 
bar than, say, StreetPainter and far fewer 
features but it’s also a fraction of the 
cost. A very reasonable package for the 
price. 


| i oT i 
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transparencies, bitmaps, soft-edged 
shadows and so on. Yet it also retains all 
the flexibility of a drawing program al- 
lowing for modification of images on- 
screen at any time during the creation 
process. 

I spent the most time experimenting 
with this particular package simply be- 
cause it puts the 
most easy to use 
effects and op- 
tions at your dis- 
posal. From lay- 
ering to filtering 
and colour 
blending, all 
manner of im- 
pressive effects 
can be easily cre- 
ated, even if it 
does take more 


It’s a me Mario. 
No honestly it 
is. I’m just not 
feeling well 


Just one of the bizarre and trippy images in 
Zone Rings from Outer Space 


Zone Rings from 


Outer Space 


BILLED as “Spirograph on Steroids”, this is less a 
conventional art package than a program which draws and 
animates spirograph-like patterns on screen. 

Written in Delphi 2 this 32-bit program allows you to 
edit, colour and animate your own Zone Rings. Choose 
from 90 preset scenes or alter all the variables and co- 
ordinates yourself via over 50 controls and then save the 
settings. 

The result is that you are able to produce all manner of 
trippy shapes and patterns, which twist, swirl and cavort 
around the screen in the most wonderfully bizarre manner. 
It’s all very impressive, very weird and extremely hypnotic 
and will probably make you go bog-eyed, not to mention 
loopy after a while. Best of all, Zone Rings is freeware so 
you can’t go wrong. 

Beware though, prolonged use of Zone Rings is likely to 
make you want to start popping pills and listening to loud 
trance/techno music. 
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skilled hands than my own to fully utilise 
all the features present in an artistic 
manner. 

It is nicely presented and has an at- 
tractive if slightly cluttered toolbar and 
menu. Although given the amount of 
options present it is particularly impres- 
sive that most of its features are so easily 
accessible. You get what you pay for 
though and StreetGraphics weighs in at a 
rather hefty $95.00. 
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strands of computer technology. 


While surfing the Web, | often find myself wanting to dive into the screen and start to swim around all this 
information rather than look at it as simply words on a page. “I want to be immersed in information,” | told 
Mrs. Webster. “You want to be immersed in soapy water,” retorted Eleanor, “you haven’t had a bath for a 
week.” It’s true readers — in my enthusiasm for 3-D data navigation, | had neglected my personal hygiene. So, 
here’s my warning — while your mind may be in Virtual Reality, your body could do with a bath. But onwards with 


the show. 


This month, Webster finds himself in Virtual Reality, 
and discovers it’s full of mad Californians 


The VRML Forum is run by one of the instigators of VRML, 
Mark Pesce (Needless to say, a crazy Californian) 


VRML 


IT was a few years ago now that people began to discuss 
the possibilities of merging the technologies of Virtual 
Reality and the Internet. A fundamental step in this direction 
was the development of VRML - the Virtual Reality Modelling 
Language. 

This established a common language for describing 
Virtual worlds on the Web, allowing them to be viewed on a 
browser with a plug-in that supports VRML. There are now a 
number of plug-ins, and with the recent development of the 
VRML 2.0 standard, several of these also support the richer 
environments that VRML 2.0 offers. 

For information on the VRML and VRML 2.0 standards, 
see the pages at the VRML Forum 
(http://vag.vrml.org/www-vrml), or for real gearheads, The 
VRML Repository (http://sdsc.edu/vrml). But for VRML 
plug-ins, Webster’s recommendations are either Netscape’s 
Live 3D plug-in, from http://www.netscape.com or the 
Silicon Graphics Cosmo player (see right). There’s a full list, 
including ones available for Windows 3.x, at 
http://sdsd.edu/vrml/browsers.html 
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ELLO everybody, and welcome to another look at the wonders to be found on the World Wide Web. This 
month, I’ve been taking a look at Virtual Reality on the Internet — the exciting convergence of two 


http://www.idg.co.uk pchome/ 


Silicon Graphics 


http://www.sgi.com 


like myself. But the Cosmo player is one 
of the most fully featured VRML 2.0 
IF you want to get an idea of where viewers available, allowing you to navi- 
Virtual Reality on the Web, or computer gate worlds and get sound and anima- 
graphics in general might be headed, it’s tion. 
always a good idea to visit the Silicon In order to promote the Cosmo player 
Graphics site. and VR in general, SGI has devoted a 
Recently, SGI has been 
pushing forth its latest 
VRML 2.0 plug-in, the Vrml.Sgiecom 
Cosmo Player. It’s a large Worlds : (icciadameaapaaaaa 
download, and could take aes 
some time to retrieve, even 
for a T1 linked up Webster 


e SiiconGraphics 


ENTER A KEYWORD TO EXPLORE THE LARGEST ARCHIVE CF VAAL WORLDS ON THE WEBI 


FLOOPS 


30 VAML,?. 
Curtooal * * 


Silicon Graphics has devoted 
a special section of its site 
to VRML. Hurrah! 


Se ati ty i 
vet a job, and build an 


mdustry! 


CAFE ¥VRML 


he 


VRML BASICS VRML GALLERY DEVELOPER FEATURE STORIES 


Fioops is a fully animated 3D VAML cartoon 
character, dasignad specifically to live an 

the Web. Part ward, part frag, part mini human 

with giant brawn boots and # shiney green mohavek, 
Flops appears here in a new VRML episode 

every Tuesday and Thursday. 


Check out Floops twice a week. Imagine - there’s someone in an office in 
Silicon Valley somewhere who spends his whole time working on Floops 


whole section of its site to VRML 
(http://vrml.sgi.com) and also the 
world’s first VR cartoon, depicting the 
adventures of a cute critter called Floops, 
available twice a week. 

The strength of the Cosmo player is 
that it supports audio and animation, as 
well as the Virtual Reality aspects of it. It 
also enables progressive downloads, in 
that it can display part of an environ- 
ment, and then carrying on retrieving 
additional elements, or external media 
such as sound. Performance is not good 
though, which makes navigation diffi- 
cult. But ’m sure that everything runs 
fine on the $30,000 workstations at 
Silicon Graphics’ California offices, so 
that’s all right then. 


Superscape 


http://www.superscape.com 
ONE of the best known 
Virtual Reality compa- 
nies, Superscape, is very 
active in bringing VR to  gMrWe 
the Web with the develop- HC 
ment of its Viscape plug- Simply Spiffing: 
in, rather than using the rather loose 
standard of VRML. However, this means 
that Viscape worlds can only be created 
using Superscape’s VR modelling pack- 
age, the expensive but powerful VRT 5.0. 
This has limited the number of worlds 
created with Viscape, but the quality of 
the worlds that can be created is high. 
Download the Viscape plug-in from 
the Superscape site, and then head to 
Supercity http://vwww.com for a taster 
of what Viscape is capable of. Navigating 
Superscape worlds is easy once you have 
familiarised yourself with the controls, 
and because it is a custom language, 
fancy things such as programming 
hotlinks into the worlds is simple. 


VReain Phodacts 


Integrated Data Systems 


Custamer Service 


WAZ GEE Hen ctrts 


mpany information 


One of the newest VRML modellers on 
the market, and very highly regarded 


V-Realm 


http://www.ids-nt.com 

V-REALM is another VR software com- 
pany which produces a VR development 
tool called the V-Realm builder. You can 
download a demo version of it here for 
Windows 95, though at 5Mb it is not for 
the fainthearted or badly connected. V- 
Realm allows you to output your work as 
VRML, offering a wider audience for the 
worlds at the expense of sophistication 
and functionality of the worlds them- 
selves. Still, you cannot have everything, 
as I sometimes say. 


Virtus 


http://www.virtus.com 

VIRTUS is one of the longest established 
companies producing VR solutions for 
desktop computers, i.e. PCs and Macs. It 
has a number of affordable VR products, 
including Walkthrough Pro and 3D 
Website Builder. 

You can also download save disabled 
versions of the products from here. In 
fact, with the 3D Website Builder demo, 
you can still export it as a VRML file, so 
as long as you produce your VR model in 
one go, you can still use it. The alterna- 
tive, and the one I use, is to keep my @© 


Newton’s Cradle, on Cool Street on the Supercity site, is fully interactive 
and shows the power of the Viscape programming language 


Fly through iiforne- tasotin: frp met research pple em 7s /sereesbet 7 
tlon. Now this Is azezzuzz eeepc Cee) eto Lee 
what | call ‘surfing 
the Web’. This is 
CNET, at 
http://www.cnet. 
com/Futurezone/X/ 


HotSauce 


http: //hotsauce.apple.com 

POOR old Apple. So often leading with intriguing new 
technologies, but when it comes to creating a demand for 
these technologies, or marketing its products, it doesn’t seem 
to ‘have a clue what to do’, as ‘70s glamsters Sweet used to 
sing on their smash hit ‘Blockbuster’. 

Here’s a perfect example — HotSauce. Formerly known as 
ProjectX, it introduces a whole new description language, the 
Meta Content Format (MCF), as a means of representing 
information about content. 

HotSauce is a program that enables you to create three 
dimensional ‘maps’ of information using MCF, and then fly 
through them. Well fetch-me-a-bucket if this isn’t just the most 
fantastic thing ever! | can spend hours zooming in and out of 
fields of data, sweeping, diving, twisting and turning. The 
future is turning out just like William Gibson said it would! 

HotSauce comes as either a standalone application or a 
plug-in for Netscape or Internet Explorer, and one of the most 
common applications for it is to create a virtual map of a Web 
site or index. One of the biggest MCF’s is Yahoo! and there’s 
also one of USENET. It generally works best where the index 
contains many levels of nested information. It’s a great way to 
find new sites and categories on Yahoo! And of course, you 
just click on the link to go to the site. 

You can easily create your own MCF files with no fancy 
software (see http://mcef.research.apple.com/hs/tools.html 
for some programs to help you), in fact you could even index 
your hard drive as a Projectx file. This technology is so cool 
everybody should be using it. But here’s the rub — is it actually 
very useful? The answer, | suspect for most people, is no. 

And so here we have another case of great technology, zero 
application, from those bizarre folks at Apple. Another bunch 
of crazy Californians. 
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Cheap, effective VR 
development software, 
and there’s a Quake 
angle in there as well 
- good work Virtus! 


Bland and very 
techie, but it might 
impress your mates 
if you are often to 
be found poring 
over this site... 


OF this one 
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machine on all the time and the program 
always loaded, ha ha! 

Virtus is also about to release 
Deathmatchmaker, a tool for creating 
levels for Quake by dragging and 
dropping predefined elements for walls, 
doors, monsters and such like. This 
might kind of put all the hard work to 
waste that young Jason Holborn has 
been putting in for his Quake level 
editing tutorials, in the pages of this 
journal. But head on _ over to 
http://www.deathmatchmaker.com and 
see for yourself — there’s even a demo 
available now. 


Division 
http://www.division.com 

DIVISION is one of the heavyweights of 
the VR world, with a range of products 
and services to deliver Virtual Reality 
solutions for specialised business and 
engineering applications. The Web site 
explains the concept of Division’s 
‘Universal Virtual Product’ software, de- 
signed to be able to simulate and model 
any system or machine — essentially a 
type of virtual prototyping. In fact, it’s so 
complete that you almost wonder 
whether it’s worth building the real 
thing. 

Obviously, Division products is way 
beyond the realm of the home user, but 
it is interesting to see what may be com- 
ing down the line in a few years. I’ve 


a & & 
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Gold Collection: 2 
Platinum Cotlection: 118 


Viewpoint Datalabs 


http://www.viewpoint.com 


FOR better quality models, try the superb Viewpoint Datalabs Web 
site. This company is building up a repository of 3-D models for Cc 
use with professional modelling programs such as 3D Studio MAX, sim 


This sumptuous model of Paris’ Notre Dame Cathedral will set you 
back $700 dollars. In that case I’ll get one for me mum, too! 


ply Spiffing! 


including things such as animals, vehicles, humans, and buildings. 
As they cost several hundred dollars each, they are beyond the pockets of home 
users, but the Web site offers great preview images to feast your eyes upon. 
There is also a collection of VRML objects, though likewise you need to pay a 
licence fee to use these as well. I'd like to see more 3-D models placed in the 
public domain for everyone to use, but for now, if you need a 3-D model of a 
dinosaur or a hot-dog stand in a hurry, this is the place to go. The site is also very 
well set up to handle Internet orders — a great example of how to run a business 
on the Web. I’m going to start work tonight on my very own model of Virtual 
Surbiton, and see if | can flog it to Viewpoint for a few grand. 


started drawing up plans for my own 
Virtually Perfect Pub, though this one 
wont have any Carling Black Label, or 
screens showing football. Instead, 


they'll be rows of cribbage boards, a 
Scrabble tourney and a range of 
draught (virtual) real ales, including my 
particular favourite, Old Throatbender. 

Another heavyweight Virtual Reality 


Pianet 9 


http://www.planet9.com 


company is the Sense8 Corporation, and 
you can see its plans for virtual domina- 
tion with the Virtual World Toolkit at 
http://www.sense8.com. Or try 
Autodesk, and _ its Cyberspace 
Development Kit at http://www.au- 
todesk.com. Again, well beyond the 
reach of most home users, but we can all 
dream, can’t we? Pip pip! @ 


PLANET 9 is one of those ker-razee Californian companies which specialises in 
creating Virtual renditions of cities — mainly for trade shows and the like. 

At the site, you can visit Virtual New York, Virtual Chicago, Virtual Los Angeles 
and a number of other cities in the US, displayed as VRML. Don’t be fooled by the 
fancy ‘screenshot’ graphics though — once you actually download the worlds they 
are pretty much unrecognisable as the city they are supposed to be representing. 

| just about made out the Brooklyn Bridge in New York, and the Golden Mile in 
Las Vegas just looked like a bunch of rectangles. Where are the neon 
signs, the dancing girls, the casino, the razzmatazz? It looks more 


like Surbiton than Las Vegas. 


This looks great doesn’t it? Believe me, I’ve been there - and it isn’t 


Access the Internet with Direct Connection and you'll never feel left out in the cold. 


Call us and you'll be greeted by a helpful team who understand your concerns. 
Join us and you'll be welcomed as a fellow member — not treated like the number on 
an invoice. We've been connecting people since 1989, we've solved problems that 
most net providers have only just discovered, and we've learnt hundreds of ways to 
be more useful and more accommodating. So call Direct Connection today, and cross 


the threshold to a friendlier Internet. 


Check out the details for yourself: 


* 100% UK-wide local call access * Joining fee of just £7.49 ex VAT, £8.80 inc VAT 

* Free 5MB of Web space +* 7 day-a-week support 

* Access via modem (up to 33.6Kbs) or ISDN +* Free PC and Mac software 

* Corporate services available * Dial-up account just £11.49 ex VAT a month, 
(web hosting, email gateways, etc) £13.50 inc VAT 


Telephone 0800 072 0000 for further details, 0181 852 8800 for faxback information, 


or email us on sales@dircon.net 


LDarect 


Connection 


http://www.dircon.net 


Direct Connection, Martin House, 1 Tranquil Vale, Blackheath Village, London SE3 OBU 


ra her in case the Ladies 
Volleyball team are on the 

“Feel the sports person” bit. 
Despite his depraved fantasies 
ae previewed thes c sport 


we visuals, idayaiiiiarss alan and extensive opti 

in terms of both the single player and multi-player 

games. He even managed to annoy the rest of the team 

by playing the main tune quite loudly, which reminded 

us all of some long forgotten ’80s series theme piece. 
It's a sterling game, and well worthy of the accolade 

“Game of the Month”. Go and be wowed by it 


VoxelSpace 2 graphics on page 80 now! 
Outlaws ............... 9B Speedster .............. 
Yeeeeharrrr! Go fer’ yer’ guns, ya’ Speed freak Noely reckons he’s 
varmint! Daz Evans is the gunslinger in something else behind the wheel. 
this LucasArts shooter, remaking A Unfortunately, he spent most of his 
Fist-full of Dollars (new title, a handful time through the windscreen and in 
of threepenny bits) front of the wheel 


Pl: bawxiean caddnee ies a 


For this, just one of several racing 
games this month, Paul Noel strapped 
on his helmet to tackle the high 
speeds thrills of F1 racing. We stood 
well back, pointed and laughed 
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Die Hard.... 


To Die hard is Wayne Williams’ 
ambition, or so he once told us, and 
so he leapt on the chance to yell 
“Yippie-Ki-Yay!”, waving an uzi around 
slaughtering masses of innocent 
people 


Redneck Rampace ...... 8 


“Uh huh, huh huh guffaw, chortle. Ur, 
Paaawww, look what | done, huh huh 
huhuh.” That’s the most intelligent 
thing rednecked Paul Noel’s ever said, 
and it was about this game 


Need for Speed ....... By 


You just can’t keep that man Paul Noel 
out of cars, he’s worse than that 
Jeremy Clarkson. Next thing we know 
he’ll be road-testing Porsches (radio 
controlled ones, naturally) 


| This month sees the | 
second and final instalmet 
i our solution to Discworl 


Carmaceddon .......... 86 


Carnage on the roads! Yes, it’s Darren 
Allan behind the wheel and he’s not 
just insane, he’s totally barking! Woof! 
Woof! Beep! Aaarrrgghhhh! Squelch, 


slurp, wheelspin..... 

Premier Manacer 97 . 89 
Daz Allan considers himself to be well 
practised in the art of management. 
“You just put on a long brown coat, 


and pace about the touchline puffing 
on a Havana”, he informed us 


Oe inne eae ons . 


“It’s a bit like QED, like ae of a 
previous version, or something?” 
Nope, we informed Mr. Noel, it’s a 
blaster from Cranberry Source 


Sentient. ............6. AM 


In an ironic stroke that would make 
good old Miss Morrisette proud, Daz 
Evans got to review a game called 
Sentient. It’s all adventurey stuff, 
apparently 


UEFa . 


He’s football crazy, football mad! His 
name’s Paul Noel, someone kick him 
in the... er, someone kick the ball into 
the net? Erm, no, hang on, give us a 
minute here... 


CONTENTS 


Macic: The Gatherinc 
“Are you gathering? Ping! Ping! Ow! 
Ow!”, a phrase often uttered by idiot 
Marathon players round here. Nothing 
to do with Microprose’s Magic, mind 
you, which Daz Evans perused 


Puzzle Bobble 


What? A mystic 
bobble hat, with a 
magical puzzle on 
the bobble which 
when solved opens |} 
a gateway to Hell 
itself? Nope, it’s a 
game from GT 
Interactive, which 
Paul Noel reviewed 


axelerator............. A 


Daz Evans took a turn at the wheel, 
singing something about it only being 
24 hours from Tulsa. We promptly 
Slapped him about and told him to get 
on with the review 


Yoda Stories ....... nae 
Wayne Williams decided he weute this 
new desktop adventure from 
LucasArts, review 


LOMOM 6 cis cunnakiviees 
Platform game action ahoy, with our 
mad leaping man Paul Noel. Ooh, look 
he can fly! 


dctua Soccer (Club Edition SB 


More footy action for “Noel of the 
Rovers”, as he tries his golden boots 
out with Actua 


Pinball Power Pack ...... 56 


Flipping Heck! It’s a bumper-packed 
pingtastic plethora of pinball from 21st 
Century! (Surprised gasps) 
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d Questio 


Darren Allan takes a look at the up and 
coming sporty games you armchair fanatics 
will be interested in, some American (as a 
lot of them are), some “traditional” 


Design your own course, right down to details 
such as which bush you want next to the tee 


Jack 
Nicklaus 4 


MANY of you golfing 
fanatics will already 
have experienced 
the Jack Nicklaus 
series of games and 
are no doubt looking 
forward to the next 
one. This fourth 
incarnation 
promises to be the 
best by miles, with 


rather impressive looking visuals and 
a game engine that reputedly matches 
its high standards. 

As you can see from the piccies, it 
really does look the proverbial 
business — with atmospheric touches 
such as the early morning mist rolling 
across the fairway adding to that 


golfing ambience. 


But it’s not set merely to look good, 
Accolade is claiming that it will be the 
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Check out the smart visuals - notice the reflections on the water’s surface 


“most accurate golf simulation in 
existence”, a fairly lofty ambition that 
it will hopefully realise. 

The hallmark of the Jack Nicklaus 
series of golf games has always been 
the course designing element — there 
are quite a few Web sites which 
feature various efforts at courses, 
some based on real ones and others 
completely fictional. JN 4 retains this 
facet, with an improved course 
designer. 

There are set courses with the 
game as well, obviously, and you can 
take on the man himself, as before. 
Multiplayer options have also been 
implemented, including play over the 
Internet, which should be awesome — 
think huge virtual tournaments... 

Jack Nicklaus 4 should be reviewed 
in these hallowed pages next issue. In 
the meantime, if you want to know 
more then hassle Accolade on 0181 
788 0200. 


Triple Play 97 


IT’S in the game, man, as EA Sports 
is always fond of telling us, and 
indeed it may be right. So what’s in 


Triple Play 97, its up and coming 
baseball game? | 

For starters, it has the official Major 
League Baseball license, incorporating 
over 700 players and their stats from 
the 96 season. Realism freaks will 
also no doubt be pleased to hear that 
all 28 major league stadiums will be 
fully realised too, using EA’s “Virtual 
Stadium” technology. 

The game promises stacks of 
options and gameplay backed up with 
quality visuals. In game, the players 
will be fully animated with motion 
capture technology, and the engine 
features proper physics for wind, ball 
spin and the like. 

A full suite of management options 
will be included, such as creating your 
own teams, player drafts and trades 
and all the essential malarkey that 
makes up a US sport. 

Rounding off the package will be 
the multiplayer mode, which will allow 
six mates to crack each others balls 
about the park, so to speak. Further 
details from EA on 01753 549442. 


All 28 Major League stadiums 
have been painstakingly recreated 


Blam! He cracks it! A 
homer? Looks a bit more 
like a flyball to me 


An underwater hole... you get 
them at Scarborough’s Mini 
Golf greens too 


Lush detail is the order of 
the day, as you can see 


3D Ultra Mini Golf 


OK, so I’ve already looked at one golf 
game, but there aren’t any (to my 
knowledge anyway) out there which 
simulate that fine Summer seaside 
past-time, Mini Golf. 

Now you can happily knock your 
dimpled balls through a variety of 
weird, wonderful and kerr-azy locales 
such as windmills, see-saws, gnomes, 
dinosaurs and the like. 

There are 18 holes planned, 
including “Neptune’s Kingdom”, which 
is completely submerged underwater, 
a Fairlyland castle hole, a futuristic 
affair involving laser beams and so on. 

Both novice and more skilled 
gamers will be catered for with two 
methods of putting, EasyPutt and 
TruePutt. The former just requires a 
simple mouse click to take a shot, 
though the latter needs both angle and 
shot strength to be judged to 
perfection (or not, as the case may 
be). 

Up to four players will be able to 
play on the same machine, so those 
wet Sunday afternoons will never be 
the same again. Get the full low-down 
from those crazy chaps at Sierra on 
01734 303322. 


Jonah Lomu Rugby 


WELL, | guess it had to happen — after 
the mockery he made out of, well, 
everyone last year the lumbering 19 
stone hulk Mr. Lomu has put his name 
to a rugby sim. And who’s going to tell 
him that his game isn’t any good? 
Certainly not us... 

But that’s OK, because it does look 


~ UNDER DEVELOPMENT 


Enyluid Y-12 Seelam 
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like it’s going to be a tad 
impressive — the guys on 
our sister PlayStation mag, 

PlayStation Pro, have been 

playing the console version 

solidly, and reckon it really 

is the business, so as long 
as the PC version is similar 
rugby fans should be in for 

a treat. 

32 International teams 
are there for the choosing, 
including all the biggies, 
and all the tournaments are 
there from the World Cup to 
the Five Nations. Once out 
on the pitch, the graphics — as you can 
see from the shots — look rather 
smart and the sound should really add 
to the atmosphere, with authentic 
crowd noise samples and commentary 
from Bill McLaren and Bill Beaumont. 

One of the most novel facets of 
Jonah Lomu Rugby is the camera 


It’s real impressive look- 

' ing this one, not only the 
player animation, but the 
superb stadium graphics in 
the background 


The two teams prepare 
for the usual farce 
that is a lineout 


angles used to view the game, which 
are intelligent and pan in and out as 
the action dictates. This allows you to 
see what’s going on more clearly - very 
handy in those cluttered mauls. 

Jonah ought to be on your PC later 
this year — for more info, contact 
Codemasters on 01926 814132. 
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OBEUS - probably not a name 

you've heard of before. Well, 

get ready to hear about it, 
because Mobeus has got a rather 
smart looking 3-D action game in the 
pipeline by the name of Esoteria 3. 

Imagine a different reality, a solar 
system called Azeria which is dying... 
so they create Esoteria, anew home 
five lignt years away. Seven planets 
are terraformed, and the Capitol 
Esoteria 3 sees a madman come to 
power. He creates these cybernetic 
killer robots, and the rebels against 
him capture this dead advanced one 
called Raven — they make him self- 
aware and he turns against the 
government. No prizes for guessing 
who you play... 

The game is kind of like Quake, but 
crossed with MDK as the action isn’t 
from the normal first person view 
point. Also a departure from Quake 
philosophy has been made in that 
there aren’t levels as such, but a 
whole landscape the player is free to 


| 
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missions. 


LUNK. Clomp. Clunk. Clonk... the sound of 

a hulking great 50 ton Mech approaching XN 
at speed is enough to make even the 

bravest soul fight the urge to fill their breeches. 
Unless, of course, they happen to be sat in one of 
these robotic monstrosities as well... 

Masses of options are promised — EarthSiege 3 will 
offer the player the chance to fight for one of three 
factions — the Corporates, the evil Cybrids or the 
Rebels. You’ll be able to fight in a campaign consisting 


of 45 missions and a huge, evolving plot or alternatively 


separate one-off random encounters. 
Not only will you be able to pilot HERCS, you'll also 


be able to drive all manner of other stuff, such as tanks 


and hovercraft, with over 50 weapons and accessories 
to bolt on and “cleanse the environment” with (cackle). 

The 3-D game engine has also been rewritten, with 
full texture mapping, light sourcing and gouraud 
shading, motion capture and advanced physics for 
animation, and apparently an impressively long ranged 
visible horizon. 

And of course, there will be multiplayer possibilities, 
over IPX, direct serial link and the Internet. The game is 
planned to support 3-D accelerator cards such as the 
3dFX, and it might need the extra zing judging from the 
complexity of the visuals. Expectant HERC pilots should 
buzz Sierra on 01734 303322. 


roam across. You can complete tasks 
as and when you want, although the 
rebels obviously provide you with 


You'll be able to complete these 
in different ways — for example, 
given a mission to infiltrate a base, 
you could go storming in all guns 
blazing through the front entrance... 
but the cleverer players will find the 


The graphics look very stylised and 
really quite smart. It’s all true 3-D 


Expect grand futuristic 
scenery on this scale 


Stealthy “secret tunnel” type back 
door. 

Mobeus has gone for realism, big- 
time — you won't be able to carry eight 
weapons around as is the norm, you'll 
have to discard some of them. It 
sounds like a refreshing new slant to 
the genre, although the release date 
has been put back (it should be soon, 
though). 
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section 


1Owme ARTO i Sie: 
{Ohne ADTO 3 oo ie Sno het 


AVATLABLE CASH: $300,000 
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Dark Colony: 


years into the future. Yeah, we’ve 

heard it all before, it’s kind of a 
dark affair, and indeed human kind — 
in the form of power and control 
hungry mega-corporations — has met 
aliens in its bid for, well, pretty much 


Bsc in the universe two hundred 


The humans defend their base, the edge of which can be 
seen on the left of the screen 


5 © 


ug i 


1S: 


7 


RYO, that slightly weird French 
development team (weird, 
surely not?) has a lot of 
projects planned for this year. The one 
nearest completion however, is the 
adventure Atlantis, which immerses 
the player in the Atlantian legend. 
You play Seth, a young 
resourceful 


Hmm, there’s an absolute 
ton of gorgeous locations 
like this to explore 
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everything. And the aliens 
ain’t all that friendly. 

Dark Colony is built along 
the lines of that stalwart 
and king of strategy games 
Command and Conquer 
(which, let’s not forget, was 
fathered by Dune ll). It’s a 
resource management, real 
time strategic military game, although 
it’s different in both visual terms, and 
gameplay nuances. 

Instead of employing a top down 
view, Dark Colony uses a 45 degree 
isometric angle on the proceedings — 
and the detail on the graphics is 
fantastic looking, as you can see for 
yourself. 

It’s not just a case of one side 
against the other either, because the 
human mega-corps have a tendency to 
meet each other, and not on friendly 
terms, SO some scenarios will see you 
watching your back as much as the 
extra-terrestrial scum (who you can 
also choose to play — should keep 
Andy happy). 


e 


chap who has to travel through time 
and across five continents in a quest 
to save the realm. The game will be 
divided into 100 chapters, so it really 
is of epic proportions. 

If you’ve ever seen Cryo’s previous 
effort, Versailles, you'll know what to 
expect visually, because Atlantis uses 
the same Omni 3-D graphics engine, 


, although naturally it has been 


enhanced. It allows you to 
look around a location in 
full 360 degree 3-D, both 
horizontally and vertically, 
albeit from a fixed point of 
view. 

3-D sound is also 
promised, as well as 
Omni-Sync, which is a 
system that co-ordinates 
spoken dialogue correctly 
with the moving lips of the 
rendered character who is 
talking. 

More than 50 
characters will populate the timelines 
and various settings of the adventure, 


Lost Te 


A bloody scrap ensues.... there’s plenty of 
action to be had in Dark Colony 


Day and night cycles are fully 
recreated in the scenarios, and 
these have huge import regarding 
Strategy, as the aliens are most 
powerful when the sun’s rays aren’t 
Sapping their energy — vice versa for 
the humans. 

Naturally, the multiplayer aspect has 
been considered too, and it will be 
possible to play over the Internet and 
local networks against your so-called 
“mates”. A full map designer and 
scenario editor will add further diversity. 

It sounds pretty good to us, anyway. 
Further questions should be directed 
at Gametek, on 01753 553445. 


eS 


a range of intriguing storylines, 
traditional puzzles and visual “games” 
are promised. 

It all sounds pretty smart, and Myst 
devotees should prepare to get their 
teeth into something that (should) 
hopefully rival that classic. Want to 
know more? Try checking out Cryo’s 
Web site at http://www.cryo- 
interactive.fr 


And they all hide a slightly weird and 
wonderful collection of puzzles 


SPATE Heer anete wer emrerrame 


4bee ees 


eset 
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Big business can have its ups and downs, Capitalism Plus™ provides them all. 
From the dizzy heights of the boardroom to the bottom line on the factory floor, 
with authentic business models, an easy to use tutorial and real world scenarios, 
Capitalism Plus is the ultimate strategy game of money power and wealth. 


Maliuiact 


Nalncions | Let me pag the gome myself. No mstructions plese. 
__ Reset | A wont to reed the instructions egam. Please restort the gome. 


1 Notions | em eeedy te mae on ta the nent inetroctinnnl seme, 


Capitalism Plus. The last word in business strategy games. 


Available for DOS 5.0 and Windows® 95 in May. www.imagicgames.co.uk 


Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. © 1995, 1996 Trevor Chan & Enlight Software. All Rights Reserved. Capitalism, Capitalism Plus and Interactive Magic are registered trademarks of Interactive Magic, Inc. 


This isa screen shot of an external in-game. view of your 
Comanche’3. The model is fully articulated and is one of the 
most detailed.3-D objects I’ve seen in.a game to date 


Some missions include yourself and a wingman who you can give 
orders to. Here we are in transit to the next objective 
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OVALOGIC has produced some 
of the best helicopter flight 
simulations for the PC. Way 

back in 1992 the company released 

the first Comanche game and exposed 

everyone to the latest in realistic 3-D 

terrain mapping technology. 

Snappily titled VoxelSpace, this 
cutting edge graphics technology 
produced the most detailed terrain 
ever to Brace Tight Simulators. Prior to 
this flignt sim games had very flat and 
uninteresting terrain, Save for a few 
sparse mountains. 

Thanks to the advances: in graphics 
okolanyoleialarcamerewc1meclalemelicl ee) 


processor speed increases, NovaLogic. 


has updated its VoxelSpace technology 
to version 2. Now flight & fight nuts 
can do battle over even more detailed 
terrain. Some of VoxelSpace 2’s 

Haale) ce)ciaalsialesmlareyelelsmecyantele)aaysy¢ 
textures and further line of sight, not 
to mention general speed increases 
and multiple screen mode support. 

In all, Six screen resolutions are 
available from standard VGA 320x200 
right up to crisp 640x480 SVGA 
modes. There’s also a stereoscopic 
screen mode for those with the 
electronic 3-D glasses. 

The game is based on the RAH-66 
Comanche 3 two-seater aircraft 
designed to be the world’s most 
survivable and lethal combat 
helicopter. Its distinctive angular 
shape reduces the radar signature 


As well as blowing up ground targets, you will 
also encounter deadly enemy helicopters 


Darren Evans test 
flies the latest 

NV EKofoy oh -vamdbfeditar: bate! 
fight sim to emerge 
from the hangers of 
NovaLogic 


Making it more difficult to detect than 
conventional craft. It’s also highly 
computerised with state-of-the-art 
electronics controlling both aircraft 
systems as well as offering the pilot 
and gunner superior weapons and 
defence capability. In short, this is one 
lean and very mean bit of military kit. 

Once you've entered your pilot 
name, you are taken to the duty 
roster. From here you can choose from 
one of five operations (one training 
and four combate The"training 
missions s@fve to familiarise you with 
the Comanche’s systems in a 
relatively safe environment. 

During each training mission, a 
training instructor will give you voice 
instructions throughout. When you 
successfully complete all training 
scenarios, you are awarded a medal 
re] ale Mere lalmere)alaialu(-me)amm coma alow c-t-]| 
missions. 

The four combat operations — 
Gallant Adventure, Frozen Friendship, 
Firm Resolve and Desert Endeavour — 
all consist of multiple missions. They 
each have their own unique terrain 
and challenges and the object is to 
complete the missions without getting 
your butt shot down. 

Players of NovaLogic’s other flight & 
fight sim, F22 Lightning Il, may notice 
similarities in the campaigns. But now 
you can see how well you fare in low- 
level helicopter missions at sub-sonic 
speeds. 


This full-screen 
view shows the 
night-sight monitor 
that helps you 
navigate the 
terrain during night 
missions 


Various screen views are < 
nice full-screen affair whic 


Comanche 3 supports a number of 
ifoyzsitle1 are ale maalgeladiomerelaiace)i(-1e-m-] ale) 
can also be played using the 
keyboard. However, helicopters are 
tricky beasts to control and a joystick 
at minimum is essential. 

The graphics within the game are 
spectacular at some of the higher 
screen modes. Just check out the 
external screen shots of the 


turn their heads as they survey the 


battlefield. In fact it’s one of the 
most detailed aircraft objects I’ve 
seen in a sim yet. 

NovaLogic has catered for quite a 
wide range of PCs allowing users to 
alter detail complexity with ease. You 
can not only switch to lower 
resolutions but also vary the detail of 
the 3-D world around you. As a general 
guide, on a P133 with a Matrox 
Millenium 2Mb SVGA video card, the 
game ran acceptably in 640x400 with 
the default 3-D detail levels. 

Some of the 3-D technology 
features include translucent smoke 
reYave Manto) /[ayoames (ele le \- mre lali agro] acre mere lc 
scenes between missions and real- 
time lighting effects. If you have a 
higher speed Pentium, ramp up those 


veritable 


visuals, you also get a 
ble-sonic feast thanks to the 


ny flight & fight sims, 
me. It’s a concise and very clear 83 
pages and Is easy to digest. 

As with nearly all NovaLogic games, 
aavelial eles \"{cl@mciel ©) ele) aan icwm-ik-]aler-1ce mmm (ele 
can play with up to nine players in IPX 
fatsiayzeld canna ere (sMamclidals) @ualotale men alctolemele 
co-operatively. 

Co-operative mode has all the 
players on the same team with the 
aim of successfully completing a 
mission but doesn’t allow you to have 
two opposing teams, which is a 
shame. 

This is one fine game. It has got 
great looks, handles like a dream and 
caters for a range of PC speeds 
thanks to the variable detail levels. If 
NWelU Ma comm (exe) .d1aroan ce) ars Mere) im ar-ii (ere) O16 
flight sim to test your combat skills, 
Comanche 3 is up there with the 
best.® 


COMANCHE 3 really does look stunning - the detail is 
immense, the shading beautiful and the attention to detail 
is truly awesome. Fortunately, it’s not just a looker either, 
as the range of options and missions is plentiful, including 
an extensive multiplayer facility. 

I’ve no argument with the high score that Daz has 
given this, and it most certainly deserves the praise he 
has heaped upon it. Forget your Longbows and your Hinds 
- as far as I’m concerned Comanche has recaptured the 
King of the ‘copters title. 


Darren 
VET 


ALTERNATIVELY 
AH-64D Longbow © 
Electronic Arts © 

A superb game with 


‘ great attention to 
be in the sights detail. Visuals are 


of this sucker, no impressive too 


sireee Hind © Digital © 
Integration 

A good simulation of 
a Russian-built and 
very deadly helicopter 


Here’s a picture 
of the real thing. 
Now you 

wouldn’t want to 


Here you can check 
through your waypoints 
and examine the terrain 
you'll be flying over ee 
before each mission 


e. 2 5 = Se Re SoS ec = 


A hapless BMP vehicle is right in the sights of 
the Comanche’s nose-mounted machine gun 


NovaLogic 
0171-405 1777 


£39.99 
CD-Rom 
486DxX4, 16Mb ram, 50Mb hard drive 


One of the best helicopter flight and fight sims 


available for the PC. It looks good and plays 
well too 
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James Anderson chatting to 
his lovely (but soon to be 
dead) wife with his 
daughter in the background 


Outlaws 


a 


With chewing tobacco in gob and 
six shooter in hand, 

takes on all ’ornery varmints 
in LucasArts’ Wild 
West shoot ’em-up 


HERE’S no doubting where the 

inspiration for this game came 

from. AS soon as the music 
starts, you know the whole 
atmosphere pervading throughout the 
game is of Sergio Leone spaghetti 
western origin. 

The music fits the genre superbly 
too. In fact, Ennio Morricone could 
have written the game’s soundtrack 
himself, it’s simply brilliant. As it is, 
the game music was written mostly by 
Clint Bajakian (appropriate name 
huh?). 

It’s also quite a revelation to realise 
that nobody has ever thought of doing 
a western style 3-D shoot ‘em-up 
before. It’s such an obvious concept. 


Duh! This is Matt “Dr Death” Jackson, one of the baddies in the game and a real psycho 


Outlaws relies heavily on its plot 


and animated sequences because the 
actual 3-D game engine is pretty much 
the same as that used in Dark Forces 
and it’s looking a little dated these 
days. Everything is bitmap (although 
the general dusty scenery of a western 


“hammy,” like you find in many games 
these days and LucasArts even hired 
the talents of John De Lancie (who 
plays Q in Star Trek: Generations) for 
one of the characters. 

Still, even with the dated looking 


doesn’t exactly require very detailed 
texture maps). These animated 
sequences are done well though and 
are very similar in style to Full 
Throttle. 

Character voice-overs are not 


engine, it’s a fun blast. The musical 
score and the animated sequences lift 
Outlaws above some of the other 
average 3-D games currently available 
and you soon find yourself getting into 
things. 

As for the story, well, you play the 
role of James Anderson, a retired 
Marshall who finds himself on a trail 
of revenge after his wife is killed and 
his daughter kidnapped by bandits 
working for a ruthless railroad tycoon. 

While going after his daughter, 
Anderson encounters numerous 
bandidos out to thwart his rescue 
effort. Each of the levels consists of 
various locales of typical western fare, 
such as ranches, mountain hideouts 
and even a train. 

At the end of each level there is 
invariably a boss bandido whom you 
have to kill, whereupon an animated 


THIS is a bit of a surprise coming as it does from 
LucasArts. The company rarely releases anything less 
than the very best and this falls a long way short of that. 
It’s not quite as bad as first impressions suggest and the 
more you play it the more you get into it, but you can’t 
help but feel that LucasArts realised the game wasn’t 
quite up to scratch so put extra effort into the plot, cut 
scenes and sound effects. They stop the game from being 
too average and give you a sense of purpose. However, | 
have to admit I’m not a fan of this game at all, the look is 
horribly dated and the gameplay has an odd sort of feel to 
it, that didn’t grab me all. Overall I'd agree with all of 
Dazze’s comments though - now that’s a first! 


Wayne Williams 
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sequence Starts to further the story. 
Needless to say, these boss bandidos 
are generally harder to kill. 

Unlike other games in this genre, 
you really can’t just stock up on 
armour and health and then go 
blasting in. The opponents have a 
much deadlier aim and you can’t take 
too many hits. You therefore have to 
adopt a stealthier approach, using the 
terrain and other objects to hide 
behind as you get in position to pick 
off the baddies. 

The weapons on offer include a 
bowie knife, your faithful six-shooter, 
rifle, shotgun, double-barrel shotgun, 
Sawn off shotgun and gattling gun. Oh 
and the odd stick of dynamite too. 

When you run out of ammo, you 
have to manually reload. This is best 
achieved by having the right mouse 
button set up as the reload key. 
Other objects in the game that help 
you out are a rifle scope, with which 
you can pick off opponents from long 
distance. You also have protective 
items such as boilerplates, which act 
as armour, as well as various 


S’cuse me, | want to make a deposit. No, not gold, 
lead. No, not into the bank, into you, blam, blam 


Clint Eastwood style fast shooting 


nat ee REUSE 


In desperate situations, use super fire with your pistol fo 


strength health items. fire off shots by “fanning” the 
Some of the weapons feature two hammer, just like you see Clint has finally incorporated a very 
4 , ' ; ALTERNATIVELY 
modes of firing. For instance, pressing Eastwood do as he guns down an versatile multiplayer option. You can Blood @ Eidos @ 
the super-fire key with the pistol as impossible number of opponents. play up to eight players via IPX, or two Another bitmap 3-D 
the active weapon allows you to rapidly Unlike in Dark Forces, LucasArts players via modem. Internet play is action game with a 


also available thanks to the TCP/IP horror setting. 

facility. In fact, The Internet multiplayer [RIDES Rect 

option is already supported by this too 

Microsoft’s Internet Gaming Zone, Quake © GT 

which has a special Outlaws area. | Interactive © Top of 
Outlaws may not be on the cutting [RM 3-D flesh fests 

edge of 3-D gaming, but it’s an original (for the moment) with 

and well-presented game that’s fun to great texture-mapped 

play and should keep you entertained Brame 

to the end. 


NFORIVIE DIN 


Supplier Virgin 

Telephone 0171-368 2255 

Price £39.99 

Format CD-Rom 

Requirements A86DX 66MHz, 8Mb ram, 61Mb hard drive 


A damn fun and playable game but could have 
benefited from improved 3-D engine. It’s also 
pretty easy to complete 


} 


The rifle scope is great for those long range shots 
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| ALTERNATIVELY 
sae Sich ei) eee 
| Microprose © The 
definitive Formula 1 
sim this is as close 
as any of us will 
probably get to 
driving a top F1 car 


Well now He a play the game on 
ur PC — providing you've got a 

DFX graphics card that is. It won’t 

n without one. Now I'm a bit 

_ cynical of all this 3DFX malarkey. | 
_mean Psygnosis can hardly be 
‘blamed for wanting to take 

advantage of the very latest 
technology. But just how often are PC 
Owners expected to keep forking out 
for all these expensive additions to 
what are already extremely pricey 
‘Machines? But enough of my 
‘soapbox routine. 

___ Assuming you do have the 

_ necessary equipment though, what 
_can you expect from this PC version? 
_ Well firstly you get super smooth 
graphics (I’m talking babies bum 


Screamer 2 © Virgin 

© Superlative driving 

game with more than 
_ a nod in the direction 
| of Sega Rally 


_ tracks, even the advertising hoardings — 


Psygnosis 


0151 282 3000 
: Price £tba 
- Format CD-Rom 


P90, 16Mb, 3dFX card, 2OMb HD 


Less of a sim than F1GP2, but still an excellent 
arcade racing game. If you’ve got the hardware, 
get the game 
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"BERGER 28" 


ES Ey 


_ Smooth here) on both the cars andthe 


THIS LAP 
45.9 


we TAG HEUER Official Timing 


Some lovely water effects 
on the Monaco circuit 


You'll feel a 
right old 
Herbert if you 
only finish fifth 


are incredibly detailed up close. 
The game offers two modes of play, 

Arcade and Grand Prix. Arcade really is 
novice option. It’s more like Dodgems 
or Karting than Formula 1 racing with 
the game allowing you to go off road, 
cutting corners, colliding with 
opponents and so on. It’s only on 
Grand Prix mode that the real 

vallenge comes although initially 
find this mode far too 
unforg ving. Any mistakes on bends 
_are punished Severely and excursions 


: onto the grass or gravel usually result 


_in wild uncontrollable spins and a loss 
of Several places, Persevere though 


; and you soon begin to get to grips with 


_the handling of your car. 

Throughout all the action your ears 
are treated (if that’s the correct word) 
to the sonic delights of Murray 
Walker’ 'S commentary. Some of the 
Waikerisms that appear are superb 
even though he frequently loses the 
plot, comm ting on incidents such as 
crashes and collisio that have long 
since passed. To use one of his own 


Welcome to Kremlyovskay. 
Home of the Kremlyovs 


FINISH LINE 
37.909 


“y TAG HEUER Official Timing 


phrases “He’s a bit off the pace 
there”. 

What most impresses me about the 
game, apart from the obviously superb 
graphics, the fine sound effects and 
polished presentation, is the speed. 
So few PC driving games manage to 
Successfully convey the impression of 
speed. While this may not be perfect, 
it’s certainly a lot more realistic than 
most. 

On the downside though the result 
of all these sumptuous graphics and 
realistic speed is the degree of 
polygon clipping that still occurs. Huge 
sections of scenery frequently pop up 
in front of you. 

While Formula 1 may look more 
impressive, aided of course by the 
3DFX technology, it is far less realistic 
than the Geoff Crammond masterpiece. 

Handling here is much less realistic 
than in the Microprose game. Cars 
seem to autobrake when you take your 
foot off the pedal and this frequently 
results in collisions due to congested 
traffic at corners. 

The bottom line is that while the 
PlayStation game was extremely well 
received but had nothing to compete 
against, the PC already has the superb 
F1 Grand Prix 2. 

Formula 1 ultimately takes the 
chequered flag as a distinct runner up 
to F1GP2, but drives a hard and 
thoroughly exciting race. If it’s a totally 
realistic drive you crave then stick with 
F1GP2. But if you’ve got the clobber (a 
SDFX card) and preferably a steering 

wheel, and are after an impressive 
looking and slightly more forgiving 
arcade racer then Formula 1 comes 
highly recommended. 
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sound that 


o-dimensional 


table ina and shock st 
effects Pro Pi i ck! is the « . OC 


BE THE FIRST TO OWN OUR VERSION OF 
F weno ww \ the latest amazing hand held electronic 
“COMPUTER Game computer game that is taking 

| the world by storm T™ 


KEY RING 


em BOA: 
Watch (, | TOLOOK 


; AFTER IT - 
It hatch OR IT DIES 


Sales of the original game predicted at 
10 million for 1997 just in Japan! 


Black market games reported 
to sell for 50 times the 
normal retail price - £1000! 


CHOICE OF 
TWO GAMES 


THE CHICK WILL 
HATCH WHEN 
THE TIME IS SET 


You have total 


iy 


IT CHEEPS AND BLEEPS 
FOR ATTENTION 
INSTANT parent hood - 
it hatches out 


-You have to feed it 
¢Clean it *Give it a 
drink *Administer 


5} SO) \\] SO) eta | = Cy OO) IAV TD 


RAISE A VIRTUAL CHICK it becomes a fully 
RESERVE YOURS - appears to develop its own personality grown chick 


NOW FOR JUST The world is about to go SMART-PET™ CRAZY and you can be one of the first in the U.K. to own your very own 


SMART PET™ key ring size computer game. IT’S FUN, EDUCATIONAL and completely compulsive of any age. 

Set the time for chick to hatch and be prepared for the ultimate test in parent hood. Your very own virtual pet will 
chirp whenever it wants feeding, cleaning, affection, medication, educating and so on. The parent carries out it’s 
duties by pressing the three on screen buttons. Sounds easy doesn’t it? But wait! - you suddenly discover that the 
chick appears to acquire a life of its own - imposing a rigorous routine on the parent - MAKING UNREASONABLE 
DEMANDS. Spoil it and it becomes nasty - fail to remove its droppings and it becomes sick. It's very own life which 
can be weeks is in the hands of the owner. Will you own a spoilt smart ass chick that gives you the run around or 
a well behaved fine example - A VIRTUAL REALITY PET TO BE PROUD OF and take everywhere. 

Care for your VIRTUAL REALITY PET at home, work, plane, train or bus journeys. This key ring game pops into your 
pocket or bag so you can ensure your VIRTUAL REALITY PET never gets lonely or bored. Remember, if it does - your 


medicine ¢Treat it 
and care for it until 


Clean it Keep it cool chick will squeak and bleep to tell you so - ignore its demands at your peril. At night you must ensure the light it 
turned off - otherwise your chick won't sleep and will get really bad tempered. 
= = The demand for the first brood of SMART PET™ is expected to exceed supply, so please reserve your very own 
T° 4 SMART PET™ VIRTUAL REALITY PET today. Orders will be accepted in strict rotation - original coupons only - 
photocopies not accepted. 
To order simply ring our credit card ordering Ce ee ee ee oe | 
A GREAT GAME AND service anytime day or night, or complete the | SMART PET™ VIRTUAL REALITY PET U.K. LAUNCH 


Give it medical coupon and post today. We promise prompt § YES! PLEASE RESERVE MY PERSONAL SMART PET™ GAME - 
care ea A GREAT GIFT delivery to your door and satisfaction or your» ! want to raise my very own VIRTUAL REALITY PET 


| ae 
sages thet (Ey) EVERYONE WILL LOVE money ac | Sayer T3600 eas ps ets OY Pe 


MAXIMUM 4 GAMES PER HOUSEHOLD 
thrive - you are its GAME LASTS UP TO 14 DAYS Sane ly] 
THE WORLD RECORD FOR S| 


' ' | enclose a Cheque/P.O. (made payable to Health & Home 
parent - just like i 


real life situation Shopping) for £___ or charge my MasterCard / Visa / Switch 
KEEPING A VIRTUAL REALITY 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE fi igsamne 
YOU HAVE TO CARE FOR PET ALIVE IS 4 WEEKS! CAN eh (oy lO y Ae Pee Doon 


IT OR YOU LOSE IT YOU BEAT IT?? LET US KNOW 


DA tA Ma B20 ie No. (Switch Cards only) 


0161 907 2235 Tre 


or e.mail www.smartpet.com. 


Post Code 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME FROM RETAIL POST TO: SMART PET™ VIRTUAL REALITY PET OFFER c/o Health & 
GROUPS AND SUPERMARKET CHAINS j Home Shopping, (Dept. 467TC ), 47 Brunel Avenue, 
TEL: 0161 743 1200 - i Manchester M5 4JB 


OFFICE HOURS AND ASK FOR DAVE MASON Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer applies to U.K. 
mainland inc. N. Ireland only. 


Post orders to: SMART PET™ VIRTUAL REALITY PET i If you do not wish to receive mailings from other ; 
OFFER c/o Health & Home Shopping, companies PLEASE TICK BOX (1 REF:467TC 
(Dept.467TC), 47 Brunel Avenue, Manchester M5 4JB L 


fmm) HHS Trading (UK) Plc. Co. Reg. No. 1836104 sii imme teem a se 
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Mass pile ups are all 

part and parcel of 
Speedster 


O18 


In Novice mode 


He.) Speedster will drive 


you around the bend 


Reviewed by Paul Noel 


hey say you never get a second 

chance to make a first 

impression, which, in Speedster’s 
case, is a bit of a shame. With a 
name like Speedster, Psygnosis is 
making a rod for its own back when 
your first impression of the game is of 
a Micro Machines clone with cars that 
are anything but speedy. 

Novice level (the default) sees you 
driving at such a pedestrian pace that 
you half expect to see little old ladies 
on zimmer-frames passing you by. 
However, it’s not until you knock the 
skill level up to Intermediate and then 
Professional that Speedster really 
comes into it’s own. 

By the time you reach the higher 
levels, complaints about the 
lack of speed become 
redundant. Any faster and it 
would be impossible to control. 
What’s more, by this stage you 
realise that, like Micro 
Machines before it, Speedster 
has a playability that belies its 
basic graphics. 

The action takes place over 
eight circuits played either 
individually as single races or 
consecutively as part of a 
championship, with options to 
do a time trial or race head to 


Here we see the Heavy Metal cars in action 


head. 

The tracks are varied and there are 
two classes of cars to choose from — 
High Performance (Sports) and Heavy 
Metal (Dune Buggies etc) with further 
cars becoming available for finishing 
first in the championship mode. 

While Speedster is open to the 
same criticism as Micro Machines 
about only being able to see part of 
the tracks, Speedster compensates by 
flashing up road signs on-screen a la 
Sega Rally. These are vital in preparing 
for the imminent turns and bends in 
the track ahead. 

However, while most of the 
criticisms Speedster receives from 
casual onlookers is largely unjustified 


No flashy effects 
but still rather 
nice scenery 


— “It’s a bit slow”, “You can only see 
part of the tracks”, “It’s a Micro 
Machines wannabe”, what | found a 
shame is the lack of multiplayer 
options. Split screen races in 
Speedster, though fun, are only head 
to head affairs. The lack of the full 
quota of cars to race against is 
noticeable by its absence. 

Speaking of absences where is the 
network option? PC games these days 
are expected to be multiplayer and any 
that aren’t feel somewhat incomplete. 

While I’m complaining | might also 
add that it would have been nice for 
there to have been some power-ups 
(turbos and so on) just to spice things 
up occasionally. It would certainly have 
given those dissenters a little less to 
moan about. 

The bottom line though is that of all 
the racing games | have played in the 
last month or so Speedster, despite 
its retro appearance, is the one | 
played the most. What is more it 
speeds along quite nicely on slower 
machines. It scores over Micro 
Machines in that it is less of a stop 
start affair than the Codemasters 
classic and over most other racers by 
actually being fun to play. You can 
keep your Moto Racers and your Pods 
and give me this kind of no-nonsense 
fun every time. 


ALTERNATIVELY 
Micro Machines 2 © 
Codemasters © 
Excellent top down 
racer and brilliant 
multiplayer fun 


Screamer 2 © Virgin 
© Superb Sega Rally- 
esque action and one 
of the few driving 
games we still play 


NFORIVIF DIN 


Supplier Psygnosis i> 
Telephone 0151 282 3000 : | a 
Price tba 2 : 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements Pentium 90, 8Mb ram, 2Mb HD, Win 95 


Be 
r. 


At last, a driving game that’s fun to play. A 
shame about the missing multiplayer option 
though 
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Driving around the city trying to find bombs. Die Hard With a Vengeance 


Y 


Hardy 


Reviewed by Wayne Williams " 


ALTERNATIVELY 
Tomb Raider © Eidos 
© Well, it’s a bit like 
the Die Hard section, 
only better. And more 
fun 


OF Tai -4-1(+(0)) Mec] 67] 
© And this is a bit 
like the Die Hard 
With a Vengeance 
bit. Erm, only better 


NrFORIVIE @)\ 
Electronic Arts 


Supplier 


RUCE Willis, a dirty vest and the 

phrase “Yippie-Ki-Yay!”. Three : 

things you won't find mentioned 
in this review. Well outside of this intro 
anyway. 

The PC port of the PlayStation hit 
remains as close to the original as 
you'd expect it to. Like quite a few 
conversions from Sony’s games 
console, this version looks similar but 
isn't quite as impressive graphically as 
you'd hope for — and you need quite a 
smart PC to get any kind of decent 
performance from it. The gameplay 
remains pretty much the same though. 

Die Hard Trilogy is in fact three 
games in one. No, really it is. The 
first, Die Hard, is a sort of Tomb 
Raider-in-an-office-block, the second, 
Die Harder, is a Virtua Cop wannabee 
and the third.. wait for it... Die Hard 
With a Vengeance is a driving game. 
So three very different game styles, 
but are they any good? Well... 

Die Hard is a third person shoot 
‘em-up. Armed with a 9mm pistol 
you have to clear each floor of a 20- 
odd storey building — one floor at a 
time — by shooting terrorists and 


Telephone 01753 549 442 
Price £39.99 
Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 


re 
Be 


P133, 16Mb ram, 50Mb hard drive 


A mixed bag, but with one really smart game 
and two not too bad efforts, there’s certainly 
plenty of fun to be had 
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rescuing hostages. There 
are loads of bad guys and 
most of them are better 
armed than you. Just 
as well then that 
you can pick-up 
various power-ups in 
the form of extra weapons, 
health, armour etc. 
Once you've killed 
all the terrorists and 
freed the captives, a 
bomb timer starts and 
you have 30 seconds 
to make your way to 
the exit. It’s quite fun, 
but not exactly awe- 


The game pretty much runs on a wire, 
but if you move the mouse around the 
screen shifts a bit so you do have 
some slight control. 

Baddies, marked with a tell-tale 
target, have taken over the airport and 
you have to blast them, while avoiding 
the innocent bystanders. What really 
makes this section though is the fact 
that you can blow up literally anything - 
ceiling tiles, monitors, windows - with 
some well aimed 
(Or even 
. — 8 accidental) 
shots. Again 
there are plenty 
of power-ups, 
better weapons, 
rocket launchers, 


inspiring stuff. Just as health, etc. 
well then that Great fun. Then 
there’s... _ sl we've got... 

Die Harder. Die Harder is a Virtua Cop wannabee - Die Hard with 


Definitely, the best 
game of the bunch (ironic since it’s 
the worst movie of the three) this is a 
Virtua Cop copy, but done brilliantly. 


Die Hard. And | will do soon if 
these blokes keep shooting at me. 


but it’s very well done. And very bloody 


a Vengeance. 
This is basically a fairly simple 
driving game in which you have to 
race around a city and find and 
defuse bombs -— all while up against 
a really tight time limit. And how do 
you defuse these bombs? By driving 
into them. At which point they 
explode. Er... The car can be a tricky 
to control at first, but you soon get 
the hang of it. 

Of the three games only Die Harder 
could actually stand on its own. Die 
Hard is fairly fun, but not outstanding 
and Die Hard With a Vengeance is, to 
be honest, pretty bland. Still with three 
completely different game styles to 
Switch between, and no real turkey 
anywhere amongst them, this is a nice 
complete arcade action package which 
will Keep you occupied for quite a 
while. 


PlayStation 


“THE BEST RUGBY GAME I’VE EVER COME ACROSS” 
9/10 PlayStation Pro 


STARPLAYER 


| Stadium. view: | 


, r aan 


OPPCIALAY KOCRSKED EX TOR YRRTSORA REE LOREE ROS 


With all the speed of the backs. and the aggressive power of the forwards. comes the . 
definitive multi-player rugby game featuring - tackles. scrums, lineouts. rucks and mauls. Try it ONCE an 


ou're converted 


Website: http://www.codemasters.com 


} 1997 The Codemasters Software Company Limited and Codemasters Limited. “Codemasters” All Rights Reserved. Sportsmaster and Jonah Lomu Rugby are trademarks being used under license by Codemasters. “2” Fe Tale | “PlayStation” are trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment, Talen 


bens anal 

EEHAW! Crack open the 

moonshine, fasten up your 

dungarees (tightly), and 
load up your double barrel 
shotgun cos, courtesy of Interplay, 
them thar Inbred Redneck varmints 
are on the Rampage. 
This is the latest in a long line of 


3-D first person perspective shooters 
based on the Duke Nukem 3D (Build) 


You know you’re a Redneck if.. 


1. Your e-mail address ends in over.yonder.com 

2. Your wife has a beer belly and you find it attractive 
3. Your brother in law is also your uncle 

4. Someone in your family says, “Cum’n here ‘an lookit 
this afore | flush it” 

5. A sign that says “Say No to Crack” reminds you to 
pull up your jeans 

6. You thought Ned Beatty was sexy in ‘Deliverance’ 

7. You think “loading the dishwasher” means getting 
your wife drunk 

8. The quality of your birthday present depends on how 
‘mama’ finishes in the wet T-shirt contest 

+ Fam COLUM Xo W, Cn ar=la-) ale) ol e)] alcan olan Vole amnalelaaMeciicitclarcyare 
girlfriend and only need to buy one gift 

10. You think the last 4 words of the National Anthem 
are “Gentlemen start your engines” 


NEURIVIATION 


Supplier Interplay 
Telephone 01628 423666 
Price £tba 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 486 66MHz, 8Mb ra 


Le 
Be 
rr 


Good, clean, Moonshine swigging, Alien blasting, 
farmyard animal worrying fun. Not great, but 
worth a look 
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Reviewed by 


HNIPAG 


engine. Done poorly these resemble 
little more than data discs, done well, 
and with as much variety as Duke 3D 
itself had, they can be entertaining if 
ultimately derivative. 

Redneck Rampage puts you in the 
role of one of two Hickston residents, 
Leonard or Bubba, as you set about 
rescuing your prize pig that’s been 
kidnapped by aliens. Okay, so the plot 
is about as plausible as a Redneck 
who isn’t married to a relative but that 
didn’t stop Quake from being a good 
game did it? 

You get some of the customary 
weapons such as revolver, shotgun 
and dynamite, plus new introductions 
including an alien-arm laser gun that is 
operated by pulling on the tendons. 
Powerups come in the form of food 
and drink, consisting of cow pies, pork 
rinds, moonshine and whisky, each of 
which restores your health. Overdose 
on the latter though and you'll find 
yourself feeling more than a little 
sozzled at which point your character 
becomes almost impossible to control. 

The graphics, though sprites, are in 
3-D and look a lot less pixilated and 
blocky than in, say, Blood for example. 
The in-game characters whose 
asses you get to whoop mostly 
consist of alien cloned townsfolk 
with characters as the Skinny 
Old Coot, Billy Ray Jeeter, 
Sheriff Hobbes, Alien Vixens and 
Turd Minions (made from alien 
faeces). These 


I’m going into 
are all well drawn Stanky’s Bar and 
even if not in the Grill and no 
Quake league. redneck’s gonna 

The levels are stop me 


- . OR 
The wonders of TNT. | just blew 
myself a way into this building 


Sal 


In the unlikely event that you 
tire of shooting rednecks... 


ALTERNATIVELY 

Quake ©) GT © The Grand 
Daddy of all 3-D first person 
perspective blasters. Not 
much cop as a single player | 
game though 

Duke Nukem 3D 9° US Gold 9 
Great, fun for one player, 


a super as a multi-player game. 


Duke Nukem remains a fine 


game despite being 
overshadowed by Quake 


all large and sprawling and the 
settings for the levels are well themed 
and help conjure up the atmosphere of 
being in Hillbilly country where men 
are men and blokes called Bubba want 
to get real friendly with you. Squeal 
piggy, squeal. 

A special holler should go to the 
music in the game. It’s all a hooting 
and a yelling, foot stomping and banjo 
playing. The music is great, very funny 
and very off the wall. There’s one 
song which features an outrageous 
attack on a well known food chain with 
the line “McD....lds can kiss my butt”. 
With track titles such as “I’m getting 
drunk with or without you” and lyrics 
such as “I’m giving you just exactly 
one minute to find a clean dress and 
get your ass in it” this fits in 
excellently with the humour throughout 
the rest of the game. 

The best thing about Redneck 
Rampage though is that it’s fun. Just 
as Duke Nukem 3D was in fact. If you 
can ignore the creaky engine and the 
fact that it’s about as original in 
concept as a Redneck Joke about 
inbreeding, then | guarantee you will 
enjoy this. 


2000 YEARS BEFORE JAMES DEAN ~ 
A 20 YEAR OLD MILITARY GENIUS INVENTED THE IDEA 
OF LIVING FAST AND DYING YOUNG | 4 


ALEXANDER THE GREAT. REBEE WhnENANG@A USE 


BATILES 


AVAILABLE MAY FOR WINDOWS 95 CD-ROM. For your FREE playable demo call 01344 409399. www.imagicgames.co.uk 


The Great Battles of Alexander is a registered trademark of Interactive Magic. Windows 95 is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 


sere tase x4 


2) | 4 There’s the option to have traffic, with 
Sunday drivers who hinder you as you race 


SECORE ) | This used to be a quiet Mediterranean village - 
wooo wi EX LSA now it’s the middle of a race track 


Need For Sp 


Reviewed by Paul Noel | 


KAY, you know the deal with pital - 
‘7 Lest fis 


these driving games by now. 
The one thing that Sega Rally, 
Pod and now Need For Speed 2 all 
have in common, apart from all being 
driving games of course, is that they 
all need a monster PC to run properly. 

So if the Computer Fairy has just 
Screamer 2 @ Virgin blessed you with a nice meaty MMX 
@ Excellent Sega then read on — this may be for you. 
Rally beater with However, if you’ve only got a Pentium 
edge of the seat 90 for example (the machine’s 
driving thrills minimum requirement), forget it. Go 
Pod © Ubi Soft © If on, get lost, turn the page, choose 
you meet the another game — a nice slow moving 
horrifically high graphic adventure or something. 
requirements there's Still here? Damn, | guess that means I'll have to finish the review. 
a SONS SINE Ear Okay then, this sequel to the 
etal Rdg ot successful and hugely enjoyable 

Need For Speed features all new 

cars, boasts a brand new game 
engine, new tracks and 50 per 
cent more speed. 

Hmm... well let’s start with the 
cars. There’s a large selection, 
from the Ferrari F50 to the 


ALTERNATIVELY 


The crashes in Need for Speed 2 are 
thankfully as spectacular as ever 


Head to heads are 
one of the best 
parts of the game 


Supplier Electronic Arts; 
Telephone 01753 549 442 


Price £39.99 

Format CD-Rom 

Requirements Pentium 90, 16Mb ram, 40Mb HD, joystick or 
keyboard 

KAT IIN 


On a P200 NFS2 is more of a cruise than a 
race, on slower machines it doesn’t even make 


On an icy road the last thing you want is 
it out of neutral 


some lunatic lorry driver cutting you up 
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McLaren F1, Lotus Esprit V8 and 
Jaguar XJ220. The cars all allegedly 
handle in an authentic manner, 
although chances are that like me you 
won't have driven any of the mean 
machines on offer to be able to 
decide, so this will not be important. 

What is important is how it drives 
and in truth it’s a bit of a mixed bag. 
The game has an Arcade and a 
Simulation mode and EA has 
emphasised the realism of the cars. 
They handle reasonably well but even 
on simulation mode feel less realistic 
than in the original version. 
Sometimes the physics when you 
collide with scenery just feels wrong. 

Next there’s the tracks. This sequel 
boasts interactive scenery and all new 
wider roads allowing you to cut corners 
and even take short cuts, all of which 
is cool. 

However, the supposed realism of 
the car and driving physics doesn’t 
really sit well with the new surreal 
tracks. They’re a mish mash 
of all types of bizarre and 
treacherous courses that 
don’t feel as intuitive to 
navigate as in the original. 
They all feature lots of 
impressive yet totally 
superfluous scenery. | 
reckon though that EA 
should have dispensed with 
all the poncey scenery, 
windmills, yachts and the 
like and concentrated on 
getting a decent 
performance on lower spec 
machines. Ooh controversial! 

All of this brings me back to my 
main gripe. | played the game on a 
P120 in a small window and only then 
would it run smoothly in hi-res. On full 
screen in medium and low res it was 
Still sluggish. It’s frustrating to sit 
rewing your turbo charged monster 
only to chug away from the start as 
though you’re in a Lada. Consequently, 
unless you’ve got a top spec P200 
(wherein the game zooms along nicely) 
you really do feel the 
need for speed. 

Despite my criticisms 
this sequel is still fairly 
enjoyable. It’s got a 
garage full of options, lots 
of lovely new cars, a 
reasonably fun split- 
screen option and at 
times makes for a decent 
race. Even so, in the race 
to finish in top spot in the 
driving game genre it gets 
off to a promising start 
only to take a wrong 
turning and finish as an 
also ran. 
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Hmm, the stench of spilled innards 
acrid —— of eRe: saa as al 


ODGY. How else could you 
describe a game in which you 
get points for running over 
screaming pedestrians, the more the 
merrier (Combination bonuses for 
multiple bus queue wipe-outs)? But 
that’s Carmageddon through and 
through, it’s not for the politically 
correct, that’s for sure. 

However, if the thought of mowing 
down all and sundry in a packed 
shopping mall while cackling wildly and 
racking up the credits you need for 


The sort of massive pile up that generally 
happens 10 seconds after the start of a race 
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that brand new titanium reinforced 
ram-bumper appeals, then you may 
just enjoy this game. Rather a lot, 

actually... | know | did. 

Carmageddon features a huge, 
sprawling single player game, with a 
host of cars, weapons and 
extras, 
spread 
across 35 
huge tracks 
— and when | 
say huge, | mean 
it. Then there’s the 
multiplayer game, which is 
similarly well fleshed out, but 
for now I'll concentrate on the 
solo play aspect. 

You choose one of two psychos to 
play, a maniac bloke or a maniac bird, 
and to begin with you’re ranked 99th 
crazed killer psycho. The idea is to 
prove yourself worthy of the number 
one spot, and the certification and 
lobotomy that no doubt go with it. 

This you do by, well, creaming the 
hell out of the opposition, along with 
anyone else who happens to get in the 
way. No guns are involved, it’s pure 
stock car style action — you waste 
other drivers by smashing into them 
so badly that their car ceases to 
function. Of course, that is also the 
fate you’re trying to avoid at their 
hands. 

Each track or level is a race. Well, 
officially anyway. There are 
checkpoints, and there is a race track. 
Completing the required number of 
laps in first position will give you a win 
and you'll accrue some serious dough. 
But the thing is, there’s a timer, and it 
isn’t incremented by passing through 
the checkpoints. 

Extra time is given by hitting bonus 
pods, which can award power-ups as 
well as random time bonuses, but the 
main method of stockpiling time is to 
smash into your opponents as 
impressively as possible. 

The better the collision, the more 


bonus time you'll be rewarded. Shunts 
and bumps grant 10 seconds leeway, 
a tbone might glean 30, spectacular 
head-ons could grab you a minute, 
with the ultimate gain being wiping 
someone out, which generally gains a 
minute and a half. Also, running over 
pedestrians gives you a few extra 
seconds. 

What all this means is that you 
have to get involved in quite a lot of 
Destruction Derby antics even if you 
want to race. What’s more likely is 
that you'll forget about the race 
altogether, hare off the track and 
terrorise every car and ped you see, 
racking up the notches on the clock. 
And | gotta admit, that’s real fun, and 
hence the most likely way to win is to 
wipe out all the other drivers (killing 
every pedestrian on the map also gets 
yOu a Win). 

Time is not the only consideration, 
because you’ve also got credits to 
worry about — you get 
money for those 

spectacular 

collisions too. The 
more you 
damage the 
car, the more 
running 
repairs you 
have to do, and it 
all costs. 

Extra in-race features include the 
bonus power-ups, which range from 
everything from super damage 
magnifiers and turbos to weird kit like 
lunar gravity and drugs (hmm, 
psychedelic man). 

After the race, you spend credits on 
upgrades to your car’s armour, engine 
and offensive capabilities, as long as 
you've made a profit (you get a 
substantial sum for winning). 
Hopefully, your rank improves from 99 
too, and you get access to more 
tracks as you climb the rank ladder. 

Visually, Carmageddon is pretty 
tasty to say the least, even in VGA — 
SVGA is incredible, but also very 
machine intensive. The cars look 
smart, the scenery is very varied and 
never dull... it’s really very cool indeed 
in the looks department. 


The extras in Tarrantino’s new driving 
film were paid plenty of danger money 


happen in a very authentic manner, 
with cars crumpling as you'd imagine 
they would in real life. Smart. 

Multiplayer time! Yep, full Net and 
IPX support, and a variety of different 
ways of playing. 
Standard play 
involves trashing the 
opposition and 
accumulating frags 
Quake-style, but 
there are also races 
(last through the 
checkpoint is 
eliminated). 

Better still, 
there’s extra variety 
with tag (whoever is 
“it” has a timer counting up, and when 
it reaches a certain time they’re out), 


End up stuck on your 
side and you have to 
hit a key to recover, 
costing you 2000 
precious credits 


Well, it’s not looking good for this chap, or the 
local birds (the tweet tweet variety that is) 


Loads of extra little touches 
impressed me even more, the smoke 
belching from a wheelspin, sparks and fox and hounds, which is the 
flying from your car as you scrape it same but the idea is you want to be 
along a wall... and the sound is decent ae 
too, a variety of squishing and So it’s pretty smart, yeah? 
smashing noises, plus tasteless bits Definitely, but I’ve got a few niggles | 
of speech from the driver. feel the need to air. The steering is a 

The most impressive single thing tad sluggish when going forwards, and 
about the game engine, however, is stupidly sensitive in reverse, which 
the physics. | can’t stress how annoyed me a lot at times. 
accurate they feel — big pickups rock And the update horizon with the 
dead realistically on their massive graphics is a bit close at times on the 
suspension and massive pile-ups normal graphic detail levels... but the 


I’M IN PIECES... BITS AND PIECES 


CARMAGEDDON lets you run people over. A lot of people... one level could 
see you splatting 500. Overkill.... nah! 


Okay, this mob have target 
written all over them 


i 


a 


+ 


2230 CREDITS 


The council will be scraping them off 
the highway for days to come 


Line the construction workers 
up and... run, boys, run 


Not fast enough mate, shouldn’t have 
drunk all that beer at lunch-time 


I’m not a big fan of car racing games. Just speeding along 
negotiating corners and simply trying to beat the driver in 
front is somewhat uninteresting for me, but when you get 
to do such things as mow down pedestrians with 
abandon, well, it makes all the difference. Carmageddon 
is true to its name with a manic and crazed atmosphere 
to the whole proceedings. It’s a killer of a car game 
a | (quite literally) that’s hugely fun to play. | pretty much 
Darren Evans agree with Daz A’s opinion, so if you’re looking for a way 


to vent your road rage, this is the game for you. 


ALTERNATIVELY 
Destruction Derby 2 
© Psygnosis 
Another smash and 
trash racer, fairly 
inoffensive but by no 
means great 


most annoying thing is the camera 
angle, which swings round when you 
go into reverse — occasionally this is 
handy, but more often than not you 
want to still see what’s in front of you. 
| couldn’t set it to stop doing this 
either. 

Still, this only slightly mars what is 
a fine game in both single and 
multiplayer modes, a good example of 
a well executed, superb design 
concept and they are few and far 
between these days. 


Screamer 2 > Virgin 
© An alternative for 
those who’d rather 
have a pure arcade 
racer, which has a 
decent multiplayer 
facility too 


Kerrunch! A 
two way 
prang which 
can’t have 
done the 
recipient any 
good at all 


Some of the vehicles you really don’t want to 
tangle with, like that huge dumpster 


NFORIVIE DIN 


Supplier SCi 

Telephone 0174..585 3308 
Price £tba 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements Pentium 75MHz, 16Mb ram, 30Mb hard drive 


Roaa-kill carnage and fender bending on a scale 
never seen before. It’s dead smart, and close to 
classic status 
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Contact 
the world 


At Zetnet we believe that you should be able to 
connect to the Internet when you want to. We'll 
help you contact the world, and help you 
establish your presence on the Internet. 


We believe in bringing the Internet to everybody, 
whether you're a techno-wizard or a 
techno-phobe. 


With our filter system we can, at your request, 
screen subversive material making sure your 
children can surf the Internet safely. 


AOR O 


exe)alarsietiela 


£80.00 


annual subscription 


£7.50 


nale)aitalnvarcielexcyera)e)ife)a 


INC VAT 


LOCAL CALL ACCESS, FREE 5Mb WEBSPACE, FREE SOFTWARE, FREE SUPPORT 
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Arsenal 


Pe PREDEF. TACTICS. 


Arsenal prepare tactics for what will be a 
tough pre-season clash with Bayern Munich 


Premier Manacer 37 


TERM TAGTIOS 
VIEW RIVAL 


dete tod sl ietbeesoe ioe 
Pe LINE-UP 


Reviewed by Darren Allan 


OAH! | don’t know, what 
happened to Premier 
Manager 4, 5 and all the 
other ensuing numbers before 97? 
Gremlin just can’t count. Anyway, my 
imbecilic attempts at humour aside, 
it’s the latest footy management 
game — so the big question has got to 
be, how does it compare with that 
stalwart of the genre Championship 
Manager 2? 

One thing that struck me 
immediately is the flexibility that the 
game offers in terms of different ways 
to play. You can either play a 
straightforward standard management 
game, where you can choose any team 
in any division, or the very realistic 
pro-manager game. 

In this you are given a choice of 
team in the third division, with a 
season aim, such as to avoid 
relegation, or finish mid-table. If you 
don’t meet this goal (pun not intended 
| assure you), then you’ll be sacked. 
Do well, however, and bigger and 
better clubs may take an interest in 
you. Essentially it’s a proper career 
sim. 

Then there are four different options 
which govern the amount of control 
the player is given. The first is a pure 
trainer mode, in which you deal solely 
with the team and tactics, none of the 
financial side, and then there’s the 
slightly strange accountant’s game, in 
which you only deal with finance. 

Most people will probably plump for 
the standard manager’s option, in 


which you do everything except for the 
finicky business of contract renewal. 
Those who want to deal with that, 
however, can choose total control, in 
which you brave every aspect. 

The main screen is divided into four 
quarters, which deal with the squad, 
finance, transfers and results. It’s all 
pretty self-explanatory stuff which will 
be familiar to those with previous 
experience of footy management 
games. 

So what are the distinguishing 
features of PM97? For starters, the 


A useful lofted ball into the box 


transfer market is very “tight”, as in 
there aren’t that many players up for 
grabs (unlike in CM2, where you tend 
to get a thousand plus to wade 
through at any given time). However, 
you can make offers for anyone of 
course, and pluck some unsettled 
talent for the right money. 

Tactics are well implemented too, 
with a range of different styles and 
formations — you can modify 
formations to a fine degree too. 
Players are rated for an extensive 
range of skills, so there’s plenty of 


Building up your stadium is one of 
the many facets of the game jesse 


A commentary on the match with 
graphical highlights was my preferred 


Support personnel staff are crucial in 
everything from scouting your oppo- 
nents to dealing with injuries 
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fine-line decision making to be done. 

Perhaps most striking, however, is 
the way Gremlin has gone for a 
graphic style of match representation. 
What’s most impressive is that it 
works, largely.. it builds up tension 
quite well. It must be said, though, 
that sometimes defending looks so 
poor it’s unreal (players floating off 
into nowhere leaving key strikers 
unmarked, or missing what should be 
simple tackles), and the keeper is 
prone to making idiotic mistakes too. 
On the whole, however, footy matches 
have never been better represented in 
a management game. 

Finally, also worth mentioning is the 
extensive database, with in-depth facts 
and figures on the clubs and top 
players, which rounds off a complete 
package. I’m not sure it’s a CM2 
beater, but it’s definitely a challenger 
to the crown, delivering plenty of 
depth, playability and relatively smart 
game-day graphics. @ 


ALTERNATIVELY 
‘@jar-lanye)celarsvall® 
Manager 2 ©» Eidos 

) Well, this needs 
fale lavecele|eleiale)ammaat~ 
lersyarelalaats|anencelelays 
manager game on 
the PC 


Kick Off 975 

Maxis © |f you want 
Feud (oll e-laal-lamaarela 
thought, then 
check out this gem 
from Maxis 


NE URIVIE DIN 


Supplier. Gremlin 
Telephone 0114 275 3423 
Pace ie 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 486 66MHz, 8Mb ram, 23Mb hard drive 


ifn 
Everything you could possibly want, including 
match-day thrills from the dug-out. A serious 
contender for Championship Manager 2’s crown 
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Access 


P200 — INTEL 


UNIT 19 CAPITOL INDUSTRIAL PARK 
CAPITOL WAY, LONDON, NW9 0EQ 


486/1PCI MOTHERBOARD WITH 256K CACHE + 


CPUs FITTED WITH A HEATSINK /FAN. 


COMBINATIONS 


BUY THE FOLLOWING COMBINATIONS OF MOTHERBOARD, CPU AND MEMORY AND SAVE MONEY 
PENTIUM (VX) MOTHERBOARD WITH 256K CACHE + 


486DX4 — 100 (£89.36+VAT =) £105 AMD K120 (£131.91+VAT =) £155 
5x86AMD DX133 (£93.62+VAT =) £110 pad ba = eee =) pales 
PENTIUM (VX) MOTHERBOARD WITH 256K CACHE + i oe Pica ( Pea O 
+ (£136.17+VAT =) £160 
P133 — INTEL (£174.47+VAT =) = ==£205 6 x 86 P166+ (£153.19+VAT =) £180 
P150 — INTEL (£191.49+VAT =) £225 6 x 86 P200+ (£195.744+VAT =) £230 
P166 — INTEL (£236.60+VAT =) £278 MEMORY FOR THE COMBINATIONS ONLY — 72 PIN 
(£287.66+VAT =) £338 1x 32 4MB (£17.02+VAT =) £20 


2x 32 8MB 


CUSTOMISED COMPUTERS: WE CAN BUILD A PC FROM OUR STOCKS TO YOUR SPECIFICATION - LABOUR FREE!!! - PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION 
_ FAX / MODEM 


MOTHERBOARDS 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

= 

i =A OPN) Me aloleolod a dimicekonaige||aMal-1' 
FAX NUMBER: 0181-205 0603 


0181-205 7485 


(£28.09+VAT =) £33 


HOBBYKIT BULLETIN BOARD 


SEND & RECEIVE FAX/MODEM PENTIUM | VX CHIPSET) (£68.09+VAT =) £80 / CALL 0181-205 7485 
FAX/MODEMS SUPPLIED WITH FREE SUPPORTS IBM/CYRIX 6xB6P 150s: P166+: ONLINE Oe to woconn sy 7.00am 
INTERNET SOFTWARE & BT LEAD ONBOARD ENHANCED Yo with, USB SOCKET BBS UPDATED REGULARLY 
WEN NCCE ee Fo cls ne cer COMPUTER CASES 
BABT/CE APPROVED phi al ee SUPPLIED WITH POWER SUPPLY 
aN SE te e113 DESKTOP zxavrsaxsvr(c08.s0war =) £45 
INTERNAL — 33,600 MODEM - 14,400 FAX+VOICE = 1 eae. . 
mili PENTIUM P75 (MINIMUM) NEW INTEL TX CHIPSET ) (£96.175VAT =) DELUXE MIDI TOWER 3 x 3%" + 3 x 5%" (£51.06+VAT =) £60 
Wiibowsge Ge aieeeas ee 486/1 PCI — 256K CACHE (£63.83+VAT=) £75 TALL TOWER 2x 3%" + 6 x 5%" (£80.85+VAT =) £95 

1x : 
CE APPROVED ONBOARD EIDE & HIGH SPEED.” BACK UP DEVICES 
SUPPORTS 72 PIN SIMM’S ONLY 
3614FMV — VOICE (£68.09+VAT =) £80 SUPPORTS 486DX,DX2,DX4 & 5x86AMD DX133 800 Mb -InTERNAL-'TRAVAN' = (£72.344VAT=) £85 
bp ahie: seine SIMM MEMORY £CALL 800 Mb -exterNaL-‘TRAVAN'  (£106.38+vAT =) £125 
3.2 Gb - INTERNAL TRAVAN (£110.64+VAT =) £130 
3614FMVE -VOICE (ceaz6war-) £99 CPUs & FANS IOMEGA ZIP - 100Mb¢iss.1zvat-) £160 
EXTERNAL 486DX2-80 (5V) (£21.27+VAT=) £25 OMEGA JAZZ - 1Gb From s336.17+vat =) £395 
SAREE EE 486DX4-100 (3.45V) (£29.794VAT =) £35 Ee oh WRITERS FROM (£382.96+VAT =) echo 
AMD K120 £63.834VAT =) £75 FROM (£323.40+VAT =) 
MULTIMEDIA = : MEDIA AVAILABLE FOR ALL THE ABOVE DEVICES £Call 
MULTIMEDIA KIT —¢csi.70:vat-) £96 AMD K133 ees) £60 
SOUNDCARD WITH PENTIUM P133 (£106.38:+VAT=)£125 1.6 Gb-IDE (£127.664VAT =) £150 
4W SPEAKERS PENTIUM P150 (£123.40+VAT =)£145 2.0 Gb - IDE (£148.94+VAT =) £175 
SOUNDCARD (c18.72svaT-) £22 PENTIUM P166 (£168.514VAT =) £198 a> ae 2 OE (£156.60+VAT =) ee 
IDE CD ROM INTERFACE - SOUNDBLASTER PENTIUM P200 (£219.57+VAT =) £258 38Gb : IDE en ) 9 
COMPATIBLE, STEREO, WAVE UPGRADEABLE PENTIUM P166 MMX (£237.45+VAT =)£279 5'9 Gh : SCSI oo “ oe 
Wide PENTIUM P200 MMX (£287.23+VAT =)£455 LARGER SCSI DRIVES AVAILABLE TO onDER a 
SOUND Cea (£38.30+VAT =) £45  CYRIX/IBM 6x86 P150+ (c68.ogvaT=-) £80 Jha Aa es (£14.474VAT =) £17 
CYRIX/IBM 6x86 P166+ = (¢85.114vaT =) £100 (£5.96.4VAT =) £7 
Se CYRIX/IBM 6x86 P200+ — (e127.65,vat=)£150 MOUNTING KIT (RAILS ONLY) (ez.ssvar-) £3 
18xSPEED CD ROM (ts7.66-vaT-) £103 486 HEATSINK WITH FAN (5.s5.vaT-) £7 @@aWfe)-)-\'alel|eyYomo)=ivac 
Wei 986 HEATSINK WITH FAN (65.95+vaT=) £7 3%" 1.44Munternat (£14.474VAT =) £17 
16xSPEED CD ROM (c81.70+vat =) £96 686 HEATSINK WITH FAN (c5.95+vat =) £7 Si 720K INTERNAL - SUITABLEFORXTs (£38.30+VAT =) £45 
a PCI GRAPHICS CARDS JEvir inca ii ta Maman 
8xSPEED CD ROM (£62.98+VAT =) £74 SVGA 64 BIT 1Mb (£22.98+VAT =) £97 : a 
PLUGS INTO IDE ae . = MOMTORS sy 
SVGA 64 BIT 2Mb (£28.09+VAT =) £33 15" SVGA-DIGITAL pr £290 
SPEAKERS ~ 120W PMPO (£17.02 -VAT=) £20 MATROX MYSTIQUE 2Mb (f7.s4vaT=| £85 foun ee (Et8T.2AT -) 
SPEAKERS - 25W PMPO (£11.91 +VAT=) £14 MATROX MYSTIQUE 4Mb (e90.21-var-) £106 44" SVGA-DIGITAL 028"pp = (£127.66+vat =) £150 
SPEAKERS - 4 WATTS (£8.51 +VAT =) £10 MATROX MILLENIUM 2Mb (¢103.83+vaT =) £122 —_NON-INTERLACED/LOW RADIATION 
MIDI CABLE (£15.32 +VAT=) = £18 MATROX MILLENIUM 4Mb (¢133.62.vaT -)£157 14" SVGA-ANALOGUE 022° pp (c161.70+var =) £190 


ACCESSORIES 


D/STEALTH 3D 2000 2Mb (£72.34+vatT =) 
D/STEALTH 3D 2440 4Mb (c93.62+vaT =) £110 


£85 


1 YEAR ON SITE WARRANTY 
NON-INTERLACED/LOW RADIATION 


iT] 

5%" ADAPTOR KIT FOR 3/4" FDD (£5.114VAT =) £6 14" SVGA MONO (£76.60+VAT =) £90 
5%" TRAY ONLY FOR 3%" FDD (£3.40+VAT =) 24 ET6000-128BIT-2Mb § (g6s.o94vaT-) £80 OTHER SIZES ARE AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 
Oe ETO EEE aan peg i =; —16000-128BIT-4Mb — (e87.66vat-) £103 (CELSP-Valletsey-Y-yor> ISA 
SHORT FDD CONTROLLER CABLE 2' —(£2.554VAT =) £3 /N pla me) meoy-\-) »\-wen Ly" HERCULES ono (£10.21+VAT =) £12 
POWER SPLITTER - 2 x 5%" (£3.404VAT =) £4 SVGA 512K - 16 BIT (£27.23+VAT =) £32 
POWER SPLITTER - 1 x 5%" / 1x 3%" (£3.40+VAT =) e4 IDE - 16 8IT- 2HDD/2FDD/2s1PNG (£12.77+VAT =) £15 SVGA 4Mb - 16 BIT (£46.814VAT =) £55 
HDD CABLE - MFM/RLL/ESDI (£5.144VAT =) ¢¢ HIGH SPEED SERIAL + BI-DIRECTIONAL PARALLEL 
HDD CABLE - MFM/RLL - 2 DRIVES (£7.66+VAT =) e9 IDE - CACHE - DC600C + FDD (ce3.sa:vaT=) £75 @ej==a=¥.u ei Nrem-p 4-n woke 
SCSI HDD CABLE - 2 DRIVES (£5.114VAT =) ¢6 UPTO 16M CACHE (SIMM). DISK LINKING & MIRRORING SUPPLIED WITH MANUALS 
IDE HDD CABLE-SHORT-2DRIVES ——(£3.40+VAT =) 24 1x PARALLEL PORT (£12.77+VAT =) £15 WMS DOS 3.2. -ticensen-3xoiscs (e4.26evaT =) £5 
IDE HDD CABLE - LONG - 2 DRIVES (£5.11+VAT =) £6 SPP/ECP/EPP : : : 
KEYBOARD EXTEMEION Mee (C1 708VAT « MS DOS 3.3 - Licensep-sypiscs (£4.264vaT=) £5 

.704VAT =) £2 
PS 2 KEYBOARD ADAPTOR (£3.40VAT =) e4 INPUT DEVICES “0 Boe : ~ LICENSED - 34" DISCS (£6.81+VAT =) ioe 
VGA EXT CABLE - 9 PLUG/9 SKT (£3.404VAT =) £4 a - ORIGINAL - 3%" DISCS (£21.28+VAT =) 
VGA EXT CABLE-1S.PEUGAE SAT (ETI ee OnWeRe ere ce MS DOS 62> amma crosd peau £40 
PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE (£5.11+VAT =) £6 : eae) WINDOWS FOR WORKGROUPS s(e51.064vat =) £60 
SERIAL PRINTER CABLE (£5.114VAT =) e6 TRACKBALL - DESKTOP TRACKERBALL (£14.47+VAT =) £17 WINDOWS °95 - FULL VERSIO iene * 
MODEM CABLE - 25 PLUG/9 SKT (£5.114VAT =) e¢ ERGONOMIC KEYBOARD + TRACK POINT (£42.55+VAT =) £50 95 - FULL VERSION - CD (¢76.60+vat -) £90 
NULL MODEM CABLE - 25 SKT/25SKT —(£6.814VAT =) £8 WINDOWS ’95 KEYBOARD (£12.77+VAT =) £15 ALL PRICES T PLEREE Cae PETRI Ponies PRIOR NOTICE. 


PLEASE SEND A4 or AS SAE (19p or 25p) FOR 10 PAGE COMPREHENSIVE PRODUCT GUIDE/PRICE LIST. 


0497/1 
ALL GOODS ARE COVERED BY A RETURN TO BASE WARRANTY 


POS TAG E veer onper) 
£6 FOR 48 HOUR DELIVERY — NOT WEEKENDS 
£9 FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY — NOT WEEKENDS 


AN A eb ae Or | O18) = 


PRICING 
PRICES SHOWN ( ) EXCLUDE VAT @ 17.5% 
PRICES IN COLOUR INCLUDE VAT @ 17.5% 


PLEASE PRINT YOUR CHEQUE GUARANTEE CARD 
NUMBER ON THE REVERSE OF THE CHEQUE 


Sentient 


Reviewed by 


ENTIENT is a sci-fi adventure 

from Psygnosis that has you 

wandering around a space 
station solving puzzles, all in 3-D. You 
play the role of a space station 
engineer called Garrit Sherova, who is 
sent to the ailing Icarus Mining 
platform to prevent it colliding with the 
Sun. However, after crash landing, you 
soon find things are more complex 
than they first seem. 

When! saw Sentient in development, 
| was impressed with its technical 
features. Characters had a life of their 
own and the Al was quite complex as 


The interface is somewhat clunky and slow and 
the mouse moves erratically. Generally issuing 

commands, talking to people and manipulating 
objects is frustrating 


the characters interacted and reacted 
to your investigation and probing 
questions. With over 200 locations to 
explore across 12 decks of the space 
station and a quite novel plot, it all 
looked like a promising adventure 
game. 

Unfortunately, the final release 
suffers from flawed game mechanics 
and a clunky and slow interface that is 
frustrating to use. Searching the area 
for clues as well as speaking to 
characters involves selecting various 
actions from a tacky box of options 
with a mouse that is very jerky and 
slow over the screen 

Also, the audio system is terrible. 
Sound effects don’t seem to play back 
properly, cutting in and out of volume. 
The FMV playback code is awful too 
with blocky and slow animation. Maybe 
the development team should check 
out Smacker for their future games. 

The game always starts in a window 
and if you want DirectX full screen 
mode, you have to re-select it every 
time you play. All in all, it’s a quite a 
let down, after what seemed like a 
promising game. 


% The 3-D game engine 
and graphics are ade- 
quate. The characters’ 
| A.l. and the way they 
go about their own 
business is also im- 
pressive 


This is the ailing 
Icarus Mining 
platform which is 
gradually falling 
into the Sun. You 
have to save it 
and solve many of 
its mysteries 


Supplier Psygnosis 
Telephone 0151 282 3000 
Price £39.99 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements P90, 16Mb ram, 15Mb hard disk 


A disappointing adventure game which could 
have been much, much more, but ended up 
less, less, less 


No it’s not a 
lemming. It’s a 
hostage honest 
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Reviewed by Paul Noel 


HAT’S the deal with all these 
poncey acronyms for game 
titles these days? We’ve had 


MDK, MAX, KKn’D, SWIV, AMOK and 
now the equally pretentiously titled 
Q.A.D. or Quintessential Art of 
Destruction. But we won’t hold the 
title against it (much). 

So what’s the game about then? 
Well it’s a futuristic tactical combat 
game which requires you to fly your 
craft around a planet rescuing 
hostages while an opponent attempts 
to do the same. Hostages are rescued 


= SHIELDS Gone - 
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Uh oh. My shields are down and 
these guys look menacing 


via pods — you collect these from 
factories, drop them near the 
hostages and then return to your 
base. Your craft and pods can be 
beefed up with meatier weaponry with 
which to fend off your opponent, and 
the various hostile enemies on the 
planet. 

Q.A.D.’s sprite based 3-D engine 
allows for lots of enemies on screen 
at once. However it has to be said 
that in this day and age of 3-D polygon 
engines, Q.A.D’s pixel based sprites 
look rather outdated even if there are 
loads of them. The hostages, for 
example, look like little Lemmings and 
| don’t mean the new 3-D Lemmings. 
I’m talking about the original blocky 2- 
D variety. 

If you persevere and progress 
through some of Q.A.D’s later levels 
you unearth some of its finer points, 
the tactical to-ing and fro-ing, stealing 
of your opponents hostages, setting 
booby trapped pods, and the like. All 
of which greatly adds to your 


enjoyment. Beneath the garish exterior 
there’s undoubtedly a decent game 
struggling to get out. But it’s ultimately 
a tough struggle as Q.A.D. is buried 
beneath a messy mass of blocky 
pixelated sprites and dated visuals. 


Supplier Phillips 
Telephone 0171-934:1 3161 
Price £tba 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements P90, 16Mb ram, 25Mb hard disk 
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It’s a playable if somewhat average shooter. A 
bit like Scorched Planet meets erm...Scorched 
Planet 
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Reviewed by 


ASED on the massively 

successful (in the US anyway) 

card game, Magic: The 
Gathering from Microprose is a very 
ambitious attempt at fusing Magic’s 
unique gameplay and strategy into a 
PC game. 

Largely, Microprose has succeeded. 
The actual card game mechanics have 
been accurately reproduced with a 
competent Al to challenge even the 
mightiest Magic player. 

The strategy is complex to learn so 
an FMV tutorial has been incorporated 
into the package, in which two wizards 
in flowing robes take you through the 
basic turns that make up the game. 
You also get a hefty manual which 
offers even more detailed instruction. 

One of the most impressive aspects 
of the card game is the awesome 
artwork on the cards themselves. The 
designers at Microprose have done a 
great job at incorporating great 
computer artwork onto the cards and 
you really need to be in at least 16-bit 
colour to appreciate it. 

The game consists mainly of two 
parts. Shandalar is a world in which 


OOTBALL’S a funny old game. 

Which is appropriate, because 

UEFA Champions League is a 
funny old football game as well. 

Based on the Champions League 
(strangely enough) it has a smart and 
highly polished front end with a nice 
team selection screen featuring actual 
photos of all the players. 

The funny bit starts when you play 
it. The players are quite detailed and 
feature some lovely motion capture 
and animation. But the whole engine 
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Porto are up against it. 2-1 
down to Dortmund at home 
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Reviewed by Paul Noel 


you move your character around 
exploring the various areas of interest. 
Along the way you will encounter 
opponents. 

Upon meeting an opponent, the 
game launches into the second part, 
the actual card game mechanics. This 
works quite well but my only two 
gripes are that the actual card section 
is a little slow and fiddly. 

Also, the overall exploration section 
is somewhat devoid of decent 
animation. As it is, you are left with 
the impression that the exploration 
section is a not quite finished aspect 
to the game. 

Still, it’s an enjoyable magic romp 
and much better than Acclaim’s 
version of similar name. 


As you 


across 
powerful 
cards for 
sale or 
for free 


is SO damned slow that you end up 
ruing the animation. Who needs 
glorious frames of your player receiving 
the ball and turning if, when he turns, 
he turns like a battleship? 

Also present are the same 
interminably slow sliding tackles that 
were a feature (and flaw) of Actua 
Soccer and are equally frustrating 
here. Add to this the fact that the only 
effective way to win the ball is by a 
sliding tackle — something which 
frequently results in a booking or 
sending off. 

The controls are simple enough in 
theory, but so basic as to prove 
limited during play. Some players quite 
obviously run faster than others with 
the quite ludicrous situation that some 
players travel like snails and others 
run like Ben Johnson after being 
asked to take a drugs test. The 
goalkeepers meanwhile all make David 


James look brilliant. 


UEFA is a funny old game because 
it’s a parody of how footy games 


= This is your 

») view of 

2 Shandalar, 
where you will 
encounter vari- 
=) OUS Opponents 
F and visit 
numerous 

| locales 


As you can see, 
the artwork on 
the cards in the 
combat section 
is pretty damn 
impressive 
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Supplier Microprose 
Telephone 01454 893893 
Price £39.99 

Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 486DX4 100, 16Mb Ram, 90Mb hard disk space 


‘FAD TIN 
A great implementation of the card game. A little 
slow and clunky in parts though 


should play. ISS 
(International 
Superstar 
Soccer) on the 
N64 is a perfect 
example of how 
to create a decent game of football on 
a console and there’s no real reason 
why this can’t be done on the PC. This 
is not even in the Endsleigh league, let 
alone the Champions League of footy 
games and is a perfect example of a 
brilliant licence wasted. 


Nice graphics, shame about the speed 


Supplier Phillips 


Telephone O17. 917 3161 
Price £tba 
Format CD-Rom 


Requirements P90, 8Mb ram, 1OMb hard disk 


A polished front end and a great licence, 
cannot hide a sluggish engine and an ultimately 
frustrating game 
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HE Argo Interactive Group plc, 
based in Chichester in West 
Sussex, is an innovative producer 
of Internet and educational 
products. Founded eight years ago, the 
Company has been involved with many 
new developments and has an impressive 
range of clients including Mitsubishi, BG 
(British Gas), the BBC, Acorn and 
Oracle. 

Over the last two years Argo has con- 
centrated many of its resources on the 
development of Internet related prod- 
ucts. ArgoNet, the Internet Service 
Provider, was launched in August 1995 
with a brief to concentrate initially on 
the Acorn market place and has been 
very successful in attracting home and 
educational users. Now ArgoNet has 
widened its appeal and is currently the 
only UK company offering Internet con- 
nection and services for all four com- 
puter platforms: IBM compatibles, Apple 
Macintosh, Acorn and the new genera- 
tion of Network Computers. 

With the rapid growth in the use of 
the Internet, Argo is ideally placed to 
provide all the services and support re- 
quired by new and experienced users 
alike. For existing computer users who 
want to get onto the Net, Argo has put 
together a special 99 Starter Pack which 
includes three months unlimited time 
on-line with ArgoNet, access software 
and a fast external 33.6 modem. And be- 
cause ArgoNet’s basic philosophy is to 
provide an all-inclusive service, there isa 
fixed monthly charge from only £11.75 
which includes 100 per cent local UK 
telephone call rates, technical support, 
up to five E-mail addresses and 5Mb of 
Web space. There are no hidden extras. 

One of the most exciting new prod- 
ucts being launched in the UK this year 
is the Network Computer. The Argo 
team is involved with several different 
UK manufacturers in developing and 
supplying the software and server tech- 
nology to enable the new Network 
Computers to operate across the 
Internet. Because a Network Computer 
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uses a network to store and access infor- 
mation, the connection through 
ArgoNet provides the essential link to a 
wealth of services for home-based 
Network Computers in particular. 

As well as doing development work 
for these new Network Computers, the 
Argo Group is selling the newly launched 
Acorn NetStation complete with connec- 
tion to ArgoNet. The launch price of 
only £499 includes the computer, in- 
frared controller, cable to connect to a 
TV or video and three months on-line. 

Yet another development that Argo is 
associated with is the portable and flexi- 
ble Iomega zip drive. Argo has produced 
software which allows the same 100Mb 
zip disks to be read by Acorn and 
Windows PCs, which can be very useful 
especially for schools. And with the zip 
drive plugging into the printer port of 
most PCs and into the new NetStation 
from Argo, an incredibly versatile and 
expandable hard disk solution is now 


available at an affordable price. 

To fund the Group’s expansion, Argo 
Interactive Group plc raised more than 
£300000, mainly from small investors 
keen to share in Argo’s success, by a pub- 
lic share issue last September. Argo was 
the first company in Europe to raise 
funds using the Internet, and it has now 
launched a second public share offer also 
using the Internet — details are on the 
Web at www.argonet.co.uk/shareoffer2 
— and you should act quickly if you are 
considering making an investment. 

Argo is an innovative and dynamic 
UK company at the leading edge of tech- 
nology developments. With an expand- 
ing range of products for home, business 
and education the Argo Interactive 
Group is one of a new generation of 
British companies we shall be hearing 
much more about. You may contact 
them on freephone 0500 585 586, by fax 
on 01243 815 805 or by e-mail at 
info@argonet.co.uk. 
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ACING games that just have you 
dashing around a track in a bid 
to be first are somewhat boring 
these days. Give me a vehicle armed 
to the teeth with big guns and gizmos 
with which to blow the guy in front of 
you out of the way any day. 

Axelerator is one such racing 
rampage game and certainly stands 
out of the crowd. Graphically, it’s pretty 
cool. Unlike other racing games you 
also get a good impression of speed 
as the track-side objects whizz by. 

There are plenty of anarchy add-ons 
to kit your car out with such as a 
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Have aN.LCE. day!) 


And we’re airborne at one of the many 
jump sections on the track. Oh bugger, 
looks like I’m not gonna make it 


AKE your basic Tetris recipe, add 
a liberal sprinkling of bubbles, 
some cutesy graphics, a pinch of 
twee music and, most importantly, a 
generous helping of addictive 
gameplay and what do you end up 
with? Well in this case Taito has done 
just that and the dish it has cooked up 
is Puzzle Bobble. 

The game is played almost like an 
upside down version of Tetris in that 
you fire coloured bubbles up the 
screen. Connect three or more 
bubbles of the same colour together 
to make them fall, and with them all 
the bubbles they were supporting. 

The game has several modes, a 
single player (sad loner mode) and a 
challenge mode where you must clear 
your screen against the clock. 
However the only real way to play 
Puzzle Bobble is against an opponent 
of reasonably similar skill in two player 
mode — then you have one of the most 
addictive substances next to crack 
cocaine and oxygen. 
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dxelerator 


Reviewed by Darren Evans 


Puzzle Bobble 


Reviewed by Paul Noel 


Here’s a view from the 
inside of the car. It’s at 
the starting grid and 
we’re all ready for 
some auto anarchy 


gattling gun, rockets and other devices 
such as oil slick, nail and ball-bearing 
dispensers, tyre slashers and suction 
devices to allow you to really fly 
around tight corners at high speed. 

There are various cars to choose 
from too which vary in power from 
350HP to 2500HP. As you race around 
the tracks, either poor driving on your 
part as you take a corner too fast or 
hit other cars will inevitably damage 
your car. Or you may find yourself in 
the sights of an opponent’s weapon 
and take a few bullets up the 
backside. 

Either way, you can pull into the pit- 
stop and get some repairs done at the 
garage. The garage is also where you 
kit your car out with aforementioned 
add-ons. 

The best fun comes in multiplayer 
gameplay where you can pit your 
driving, and shooting, skills against up 
to eight other players. LAN, modem 
and Internet multi-play options are 
supported. 

If you enjoy the race and rampage 
game genre, Axelerator is certainly 
worth a look. 


There’s also a network option, 
although if your mates are anything 
like the philistines | have to work with 
you'll have difficulty convincing them 
to look beyond the cute graphics and 
basic puzzle nature to what is a 
storming game beneath. 

However there are criticisms. 
Having played the sequel (Bust a 
Move 2) to death on the PlayStation 
(which was superb) | must admit to 
being disappointed with this version. 
The lack of a two player game against 
the computer is a major omission 
which is thankfully corrected in the 
sequel, but that begs the question 
why didn’t they bring the sequel 
straight to the PC? 

Also some of the special power 
bubbles such as lightning and fireballs 
do not quite work hence their omission 
from the later sequel. But even though 
these criticisms burst my bubble 
somewhat, a two player game of 
Puzzle Bobble is still a truly classic 
gaming moment. 
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Burn rubber as your tyres @ 
try to cope with going 
around a corner at 90 

miles per hour 
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NEFUORIVIATION 
Supplier 21st Century Entertainment 
Telephone 01235 851852 5 
Price £39.99 
Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 486 DX4 100, 8Mb ram, 30Mb HD 


A fairly fun racing mayhem game with a good 
multiplayer option where you can pit your wits 
against other drivers 
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Puzzle Bobble: A flaming good 
game, but in two player mode 
it’s a scorcher 


NrFUORIVIATION 
Supplier GT Interactive 
Telephone O17 1 258 3794 
Price £tba SAEED A Rage 
Format CD-Rom 


Requirements 486 DX4, Win 95 
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Puzzle Bobble is a great game, particularly 
against a mate (or enemy), but roll on the 
superior sequel 


SHORTS 


Pinball Power Pack 


One of the politically 
correct tables on 
Pinball Illusions 


HOSE deaf, 

dumb and blind 
kids at 21st 
Century (no 
offence) have re- 
released five of the 
company’s previous 
pinball games in a 
new Pinball Power 
Pack, proving that 
they’re not mean 
when it comes to 
giving you mean 
Pinball games. 

The titles are 
Pinball Dreams 1 
and 2, Pinball 
Fantasies, Pinball 
Mania and Pinball 
Illusions. If Pinball 
games are your bag 


| then you should be 


able to find your 
favourites among 


the 20 tables on offer. However, if you 
think Pinball games belong in the 
arcades and the pubs then you’re 


unlikely to be converted by this 


package. 


Some of the games featured are 
looking decidedly long in the tooth 
today but all in all this is quite good 
value, even if only a couple of the 
titles really score the Jackpot. — PN 
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3 Lomax uses his ai hat to food effect 
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All new team sheets and player stats are 
present in Actua Soccer Club Edition 


Even so | reckon Gremlin is flogging a dead horse with this one. | 
thought this game was all over after the Euro 96 edition. Surely it 


is now. — PN 
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NE Actua Soccer. There’s only one Actua Soccer. One 
Erm except that there isn’t of course. 
With this edition | make it a hat trick of rehashes for 
_ Gremlin’s soccer game and might | suggest that it’s all 
wearing a bit thin? 

This latest incarnation allows you to play as any of the 
current English Premier League clubs, and play either a 
practice match, a friendly, or a full Premier League season. 


Actua Soccer.... 


Luke waves his lightsabre around. Bzzzzzz 


F you thought playing Indiana Jones and his Desktop Adventures was a tedious 
experience, wait till you get to grips with this Star Wars based follow-up. You are 
Luke Skywalker (natch) and the game has you locating Yoda on Dagobah, and then 
heading off to one of three different worlds to fight Imperial stormtroopers, meet 
droids, pick up items and solve some simple puzzles, all presented in a sort of 

top down manner. 

Every time you play Yoda Stories a new world is generated, so in theory every 
game is different. In practice though, every game is boring. Wander round each 
world (made up of 20 or so screens), bump into poorly animated characters, all 
while generally having a miserable time. 

OK, so it’s only £15 and will probably 
provide you with a mildly amusing quarter of 
an hour the first time you load it up, but 
you'd have to be pretty sad to want to spend 
any longer doing Yoda’s bidding. - WW 


Sunslar a ee Arts 
Telephone___ 0171 368 225 
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Lomax 


UST when we thought we’d 
gotten rid of those mad, 
mad, kamikaze-like Lemmings 

they’re back in an all new 
adventure. This time though 
it’s a platform game and you 
must guide Lomax the 
Lemming through 40 levels of 
mayhem. 

All new Lemming abilities for 
tackling enemies include 
jumping, spinning and 
throwing your magic hat boomerang 
style. 

The graphics are wonderfully drawn 
and beautifully animated. There are 
some excellent effects with sprites 
zooming from the background to the 
foreground, and there is a rich musical 
score throughout. 

The game plays in a window under 
Windows 95 and although there’s a 
choice of sizes, only the smallest ran 
smoothly on my Pentium 120. Oh, and 
it’s all very cute, perhaps a bit too 


And that’s about it. 

Okay, it has some added lines from Barry Davies to 
improve what was already the superlative football commentary 
but these features hardly justify the full price tag. 

However, it is up there with the best of footy games and 
if you don’t own 
the first game then 
this is worth a try. 


NrFORIVIALION 
Supplier: | Gremiin 
Telephone____———(0114 275 3423 
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cute. But these are my only gripes 
about what is otherwise a nice 
looking, fairly enjoyable, if ultimately 
unoriginal platform romp. — PN 


Supplier___Psygnosis Eee 
Telephone____————s0151 282 3000 
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Professional Direct-To-Disk home recording systems. 
The complete PC Music solution! 
Intel Pentium 166, 1.7 Gig HD, 16 
Meg Ram, 2 Meg 3D video, 12x 
CDRom, 14” SVGA monitor, Key- 
board, Mouse, Windows 95, Maxi 
Studio soundcard (as described 
below), 160W powered speakers 
(normally £59), Full size 4-octave 
Midi keyboard (normally £99), 
Cubase Lite Audio or Cakewalk 
Express software included, plus 2 
Midifile Albums from below. 

Package price - £999 fully inclusive 


Maxi Studio 64 - Superb music production soundcard. 64 voice Dream chip (4 
Meg) Soundblaster compatible, 4 tracks Audio recording (8 tracks with extra 
Ram), Real time multi-effects every channel (parametric, graphic, chorus, reverb, 
echo, flanger, 4 band equalizer), Sampler (download your own sounds), full GM, 
GS, XG compatibility, comprehensive software, quadrophonic sound, 425 instru- 
ments, 128 GM sounds, 97 variations, 200 drums and more! Price £189 


We also sell Midi Songfiles to Professional performers. You can also use 
these with the above system. The Midifiles sound just like the original 
recordings — minus the Vocals! (We substitute an instrument.) Choose from 
8 song Albums including Pop Classics, Rock Classics, Sixties, Dance, Glam 
Rock, Brit Pop etc. There are over 100 albums available only £9.95 each! 
Or choose from our latest chart releases including Manic Street Preachers, 
Spice Girls, Texas, Robert Miles, R. Kelly etc. £4.95 each. 


CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE 
Midi Manid (-\\ =<" 0181-651-0768 


@ Developed by classroom teachers 

@ For children or students of all ages 

@ Features spoken letters and instructions 

@ Includes a facility to create and edit your own word list 

@ Over 3200 pre-programmed words, grouped in 160 word 
lists, 138 word lists highlight particular spelling patterns 
or rules, 5 word lists of the most commonly misspelt words 
and 17 word lists of the most frequently used words 

® Four fun activities to establish and reinforce spelling patterns 
and rules (two SuperSpell activities are illustrated below) 

Word Speed Word Splash 


Help your child 


achieve or student to 
: _ Sie to become a 


mmx  SUPERSPELLER 
| | 


03 / 54 Send Il f 
For PC, MAC and ae 
Acorn computers | and P&P 


4Mation, 14 Castle Park Road, 
Barnstaple, Devon EX32 8PA. 


Phone: 01271 25353 FAX: 01271 22974 


email: nsouch @ cix.compulink.co.uk 
AMATION - PUBLISHERS OF QUALITY EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE - SINCE 1983 


Manele 
University 


Study for a BSc 
degree in maths, science 
or technology. 


To develop your career or broaden your interests, the 
Open University offers over 80 courses you can choose 
from to build your own BSc degree programme. They 
cover computing, Earth sciences, chemistry, physics, 
biology, pure and applied mathematics, statistics, 
information technology, environmental management, 
technological design and engineering. 

If you are 18 or over and resident in the European 
Union, you’re eligible. 

No previous qualifications are required. 

Through OU supported open learning 

Our unique method of teaching lets you study wherever 
you live, and in your own time. The Open University 
comes to you with specially written texts, audio and 
video cassettes, TV and radio programmes and, for 
some courses, computer software. You also receive 
support from your personal tutor and Regional Centre. 

Admissions are on a first-come, first-served basis - 


so fill in the coupon or phone NOW. 


Send for your free prospectus on ‘Courses, 


Diplomas and BA/BSc Degrees’ NOW. 


Send to: The Open University, PO Box 625, Milton Keynes, MK1 1TY. 
C] Please send me a copy of the Courses, Diplomas and 
| BA/BSc Degrees prospectus. 


Name MSTAU 


Address | 


| Postcode Tel 


. T OU Hotline (24 hours) 01908 379199 


University education and training open to all adults 


Diallo (ah| 


Stuck in DWII? Well have no fear, let Neil 
John Mackintosh help you out with the final 
part of our complete walkthrough. There’s 


some help for Blood addicts too 


ACT 2: Come Die With Me = continued 


RETURN to Ankh-Morpork and go to 
the docks. Use the sticker on the 
weight and then the weight on the 
hook. Push the weight through the wall 
to give you the second quest item -— a 
set of novelties. Go to the Unseen 
University dining hall and use the 
basket on the food. Go to the 
university garden and collect all the 
croquet hoops. Return to Djelibeybi 
and enter the shop. Talk to the 
architect to discover the secret of time 
and pyramids. Take the poster. Go to 
the market place and talk to D’Blah. 
Talk to the Rock Seller about candy 
rock. Talk to Uri Djeller about the 
jingle. He will tell you about the hermit 
and a cartwheel will appear on the 
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With the help of the librarian you can do a 
rather, erm, impressive horse impression 
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main map. Speak 
further to Uri to gain 
information about a 
prospector who 
knows the location of 
the fountain of youth. 


> Altergeffer 
nahhhh! 


Use the hoops on Uri The fountain of youth. Not very impressive is it? 


to give you wire. Use 

the wire on the plans to get a pyramid. 
Go up and take the stake. Go to the 
cartwheel and talk to S.T. Ungulant 
who agrees to give you a jingle if you 
can answer the question “Why?”. 

Return to Holywood and enter the 
castle. Speak to the dwarf and give 
her the ring in exchange for the horse 
Suit. Return to Ankh-Morpork and go to 
the morticians. Tell Casanunda about 
the desert women and he leaves. Ask 
the witch about the Elven Queen and a 
forest will appear on the main map. 
Go to the University dining hall and 
talk to the librarian about the horse 
suit. Get the librarian and use him on 
the horse suit. Go to Bonedie Beach. 
Use the glue on the surf board and 
use the board on the surf. Enter the 
cave and use the camera on the cave 
paintings. Take the film of the sheep’s 
ancestors. 

Return to the beach. Use the picnic 
basket on the anthill and get the ants. 
Return to Ankh-Morpork and go to the 
High Energy Facility in the University. 
Use the basket of ants on HEX. Use 
the pot of honey on HEX. Now talk to 
Skazz about the question. He will 
explain that HEX will take its time. Use 


the pyramid on HEX and talk to Skazz 
again about the question. You will then 
get the answer. Go to the University 
garden and plant the stake in the 
compost heap. When the Suffrajester 
has tied herself to it, take her. Use 
the glue on the hooter and the sticky 
hooter on the horse suit to get a 
unicorn suit. Go to the forest and put 
the camera and the unicorn suit in 
Rincewind’s inventory. 

Enter the stone circle and use the 
suit on Rincewind. After a cut scene 
you will be in the Elven Queen’s lair. 
Use the camera on the Queen to get a 
film of her. Leave and return to 
Djelibeybi. Go to the wall at the top of 
the village and use the Suffrajester in 
the hole. After the stoning, take the 
candy rock and the rope. Go to the 
cartwheel and give the hermit the 
answer. He will give you the third 
quest item — the jingle. Return to 
Holywood. Give the candy rock to the 
security troll who will complain of a 
sore tooth. Use the rope on the troll to 
get the tooth. 

Enter the trailer and give the tooth 
to the milkmaid. This will give you the 
fourth quest item — a babe. Go to the 


Dibbler and give him the novelties, 
babe, jingle and band. Go to the make 
up girl and give her the Eleven 
Queen’s photographs. She will give 
some back. Go to the Dibbler again 
and, after a cut scene, he will say he 
needs a stunt double for Death. 
Return to Ankh-Morpork and use the 
death certificate to gain entry to the 
Undead Club. Open the closet and talk 
to the Black Sheep. Offer him the job 
of stunt double and give him the 
photographs to enable him to do so. 

After some more cut scenes, you 
will be in the projection room with a 
very displeased audience outside. 
Take the reel and use it on the device. 
Use the photographs of the Elven 
Queen you have left over on the device 
and then use the new reel on the 
projector. Another cut scene takes you 
to act 3. 


ACT 3: The Grim 


Rincewind 

IN this Act, you must satisfy Albert of 
four things — a booming voice, a black 
robe, prowess with a scythe and 
horsemanship. First, go to the stable 
and take the rope. Go to the house 
and take the key from under the mat. 
Enter and take the scythe and curtains 
from the hall. Go upstairs and left and 
take the ink-well from the desk. Go to 
the bedroom and take the rabbit and 
the string. Return to the office and 
pull the cord. 

Run quickly to the kitchen and get 
the sugar bowl. Go to the library and 
take Rincewind’s biography. Open the 
alcove door with the skeleton key. 
Return to the kitchen and, after taking 
the oily rag and opening the pot bellied 
stove, speak to Albert. Show him the 
scythe and he will ask you to reap the 
cornfield nearby. Go outside and use 
the boomerang on the rope. Now use 
this on the chimney. 

Climb up and speak into the 
chimney, the booming voice. Go to the 
stable and give the horse the sugar. 
Now use the glue on the saddle and 
use the saddle on the horse. Now use 
Binky and you will have proved your 
horsemanship. Go to the garden and 
light the rag with the matches. Open 


a 


Suffrajester could come in rather handy later on 


“Erm, yes, | was wondering if you could help me?” 


the rabbit and use the night-gown on 
Rincewind. Use the lit rag on the 
hive/bees and take some wax. Use 
the empty pot on the hive to get a pot 
of honey. Use the string on the wax to 
make a candle and light it with the 
matches. Go to the pond and take the 
fishing rod. 

Use the honey pot on the rod and 
then use this on the pit. This will give 
you the ant souls. Return to the pond 
and use the ink on it. Now use the 
curtain on the pond to give you your 
black robe. Speak to Susan and give 
her your biography. She will demand a 
book from the alcove. Go to the alcove 
and use the lit candle on it. Take the 
tablet and return to Susan. Give her 
the tablet in exchange for the cart. 
Use the scythe on the cart and go to 
the cornfield. Use the reaper on the 
corn and return to Albert. Speak to 
him and he will now tell you to fetch 
him 100 souls. Give him the ant 
souls. Following some cut scenes, Act 
4 begins. 


ACT 4: Till Death Us 
Do Part 


AFTER the initial scenes, go to 
Bonestock and take the cork from the 
hat. Go to Djelibeybi and wait around 
the hitching rail. The prospector will 
appear and go into the village. Take 
the canteen from his saddle-bags and 
put the rotten arm in the saddle-bags. 
Wait and then follow the prospector on 
the map until The Fountain Of Youth 
appears on the main map. Go there 
and use the cork on.the fountain. Now 
use the hour-glass on the sand. After 
some cut scenes, the epilogue will 
begin. 


EPILOGUE: Queen 
Kong 


EXAMINE the raven. Talk to the witch 
about the raven and once she drops it, 
take the broom. Talk to the Dibbler 
and get the bladders. Use the canteen 
on the bladders then put the bladders 
in Rincewind’s inventory. Now use the 
broom on Rincewind and after some 
cut scenes, the final credits will roll. 
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Cheat your way 
to victory! 


Blood - Maecjowt eg 

maximum gore = : oe ee 
HAVING trouble with Blood, the latest 3-D Gorefest? Why 
not try out these cheat codes to make your life just that 
little bit easier? 


BUNZ All Weapons, Ammo and Guns 
Akimbo 
CALGON Level Warp 
CAPINMYASS Disable God Mode 
COUSTEAU 200 health. Scuba suit 
EDMARK Displays “Those were the days” 
EVA GALLI Toggle Clipping 
FORK BROUSSARD No Ammo, Armour or Items. 1 
Health. Delirium 
. FUNKY SHOES Super-Jump 
GOONIES Gives you the full map of the 
level 
GRISWOLD All Armour 
HONGKONG Same as “Lara Croft” 
| WANNA BE LIKE KEVIN God Mode 
IDAHO All Ammo & Weapons 
JOJO Delirium 
KEYMASTER All Keys 
KEVORKIAN Suicide 
KRUGER Sets you on fire. Displays 
“Flame Retardant” 
LARA CROFT All Weapons & Infinite Ammo. 
er: Displays “Lara Rules” 
MCGEE Sets you on fire. Displays 
“You're Fired” 
MONTANA All Ammo, Weapons and Items 
NOCAPINMYASS God Mode 
ONERING Invisibility 
RATE Displays current frame rate 
SATCHEL All Items 
SPIELBERG Level Warp. Disables all cheats 
SPORK 200 Health 
STERNO Temporary Blindness 
TEQUILA Guns Akimbo 
VOORHEES Displays “I will not cheat, | will 
not cheat” and if repeated “1 
am a compulsive cheater” 
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Theme 
Hospital 


Bloaty headed fools and tricky 
blood transfusions giving you 
grief? Aspiring Doctors will find 
some useful games tips here... 


Having problems with the latest humorous sim from Bullfrog? 
It looks simple but achieving the results can sometimes be 
more difficult than you’d think 


General tips 
The first thing you need to do is plan. 
Think where to put all the various 
rooms and items. Getting people in, 
diagnosed, cured and out as quickly 
as possible is the name of the game 
when it comes to making a profit. So 
place the receptionist near the 
entrance, with your GP’s office nearby. 
The diagnosis rooms should be a bit 
further away, and then the 
cure rooms. You can put 
research and staff rooms 
out of the way, but 
remember toilets need to 
be easily accessible. 

The game will offer 
different qualities of staff 
— try and snap up the best 
ones as soon as they 
become available. As the 
game progresses decent 
staff will become fewer 
and those available less 
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Research is vital to success. Add more doctors to speed things along 
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skilled, so plan ahead. Surgeons are 
always hard to come by and 
psychiatrists will become rarer as time 
goes by. Be sure to train doctors as 
this will make them better at their jobs 
and they’ll still be relatively cheap. 

One of the first things you’ll notice 
when playing the game is that patients 
are a miserable lot. You can improve 
their mood by making sure they have 
somewhere to sit and that the hospital 
is nice and warm. Adding corridor 
items will make for a better 
atmosphere — plants improve moral 
and fire extinguishers will also help to 
keep machine degradation in check. 
Keep room queues to a minimum 
(point the cursor over the door of a 
room to see how long the queue is) by 
building more rooms of the same type 
as those which are proving popular. If 
you have queues over three patients 
long the greater is the chance of some 
of them dying. Also make sure you 
have quite a few GP offices as these 
are vital to your success. 


Level 1 


You shouldn’t have too many problems 
here. Start off with a reception desk 
and a receptionist (natch). Add a GP’s 
office and a general diagnosis room — 
and hire two doctors, one for each. 
Create a pharmacy and hire a nurse to 
Staff this. Hire a handyman to keep 
any litter in check and finally (although 
this is fairly optional) build a 
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Make sure you have plenty of 
seating. Patients don’t like to stand 


psychiatric room and hire a doctor with 
the appropriate qualifications. 


Level 2 

Slightly harder, but again unlikely to 
cause too many problems. Build a 
Research Room and add a doctor — 
making sure that he has a research 
qualification. The more doctors you 
add to this room the faster research 
will progress. However, it is worth 
noting that research only occurs when 
a doctor uses a machine or a filing 
cabinet, so make sure you keep staff 
occupied! 
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Plants increase moral. But 
Death still stalks my hospital 


Level 3 


Harder still and now you have the 
added complication of trying to deal 
with emergencies. Keep an eye out for 
the emergency icon and click on it as 
soon as it appears. If you are sure you 
can handle the emergency that comes 
up, accept it but refuse any you might 
have doubts about. You won't get 
anywhere by trying to bite off more 
than you can chew! Emergencies are 
worth a lot if dealt with successfully. 
An average room can probably handle 
six people but make sure it is 
positioned as near to the helicopter 
landing pad as possible. If the room 
isn’t capable of handling the 
emergency, build another. As the 
hospital gets busier it is probably also 
worth building a second pharmacy as 
this is where most patients are cured. 


Level 4 


Nothing new really happens on this 
level but your skills will be stretched to 
the maximum. New cures will need to 
be researched so you’ll need to plan 
the hospital really carefully to include 
the extra rooms required. On this level 
you can also have some fun shooting 
rats with the mouse cursor. Shoot 
enough and you can earn loads of 
money and apparently get onto the, 
ahem, secret rat levels... This level is 
also a great opportunity to pick up 
some awards. 


Level 5 


You start off with three consultant 
doctors — each of whom has a different 
Skill. Use these consultants to train any 
doctors you hire. Failure to do so will 
mean that you fail to diagnose patients 
properly and then everything will start 
to go to pot. To train juniors build a 
Training room and put a consultant in it. 
Then add juniors or doctors to the room 
in order to train them. The more people 
in a training room the less effective the 
training will be though, so keep 
students down to around two per room. 
Eventually juniors will become doctors 
and learn the consultant’s skills. 
However, once they are at a consultant 
level they will stop learning anything 
new. It’s probably also worth pointing 
out that if any of the doctors in a 
training room leave to go to the Staff 
Room they will return automatically 
once rested, so don’t waste valuable 
time dragging them back yourself. 
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Excluding VAT 


Intel L33MHz Pentium® Processor 
1OMB EDO RAM Upgradable to 123MB 
256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

3.5" - L.44MB Bloppy Drive 

2.0Gig EIDE Hard Drive 

12/16 Speed CD ROM Drive 

16 Bit Soundeard with Powered Speakers 
$3.0 Pax/Data Modem with Voice 

Intel 450VN PCH Chip Set 

High Performance 3D Graphies with 2MB 
Premier Desktop Case 

MS Windows® 95 105 Key Keyboard & Mouse 
5 Free Expansion Slots (3 ISA & 2 PCI) 
Plug and Play Compatible 

EPA Energy Star Compliant 

14° Fujitsu Colour Monitor 

MS Windows’ 95 


Lotus SmartSuite '%6 


Comprehensis e CarePREE' Warranty 
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Intel® T66MEiz Pentium’ Processor 

with MMN'™ Technology 

16MB EDO RAM 1 ipgradable to 12PSMB 
256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

3.5" 6 144MB Floppy Drive 

2.0Gig ELDE Hard Drive 

12/16 Speed CD ROM Drive 

16 Bit Soundcard with Powered Speakers 
33.6 Fax/Data Modem with Voice 

intel 430VX PCI Chip Set 

High Performance 3D Graphics with 2MB 
Premier Desktop Case 

MS Windows’ 8S 105 Rey Keyboard & Mouse 
5 Free Expansion Slots (3 ISA & 2 PCH 
Plug and Play Compatible 

EPA Energy Star Compliant 

15" Pujitsu Colour Monitor 

MS Windows® 05 4 

Lotus SmartSuite ‘96 — 

re’ Warranty 


Comprehensive Carel 


£999 £1173.83 ERY 


Excluding VAT 


Including VAT Per Month 


WinStation P16G6MMi 


Excluding VAT 


Intel l66MHz Pentium® Processor 
1OMB EDO RAM Upgradable to 1283MB 
250KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

3.5" - 1.44 MB Floppy Drive 

2.0Gig ELDE Hard Drive 

12/16 Speed CD ROM Drive 

16 Bit Soundcard with Powered Speakers 
33.6 Fax/Data Modem with Voice 

Intel 430VN PCI Chip Set 

High Performance 3D Graphics with 2MB 
Premier Desktop Case 

MS Windows’ 95 105 Key Keyboard & Mouse 
> Free Expansion Slots (3 ISA & 2 PCT) 
Plug and Play Compatible 

EPA Energy Star Compliant 

14” Fujitsu Colour Monitor 

MS Windows® 95 

Lotus SmartSuite '%6 


Comprehensive CarePREE'™ Warranty 


£899 £1056.33 


£35 


Including VAT Per Month 


WinStation P200MMXi 
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Intel® 200MHz Pentitum® Processor 

with MMX"™ Technology 

LOMB EDO RAM Upgradable to 1253MB 
256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

3.5" - 1.44 MB Floppy Drive 

2.0Gig ELDE Hard Drive 

12/16 Speed CD ROM Drive 

16 Bit Soundcard with Powered Speakers 
33.6 Fax/Data Modem with Voice 

Intel 430VX PCI Chip Set 

High Performance 3D Graphics with 2MB 
Premier Desktop Case 

MS Windows® 95 105 Key Keyboard & Mouse 
5 Free Expansion Slots (3 ISA & 2 PCH) 
Plug and Play Compatible 

EPA Energy Star Compliant 

15" Pujitsu Colour Monitor 

MS Windows® 05 

Lotus SmartSuite "96 : 
Comprehensive CareBRER'” Warranty 


£1199 $1408.83 EX 


Excluding VAT 


Including VAT Per Month 


- 19.9% APR (Variable) 


Price Total Price 36 Monthly Total 
Exc VAT & Delivery) |(Inc VAT & Delivery) Deposit Repayments Payable 


WinStation P133MMi 
WinStation P166MMi 
WinStation P166MMXi 


WinStation P1200MMXi £1199.00 


i Bement Ma 


RLILTTSU TECHNIC) 


[3799.00 | 2986.20 | 2253.39 | 229.00 | 
[2899.00 | £1085.70 | £222.99 | £35.00 
| s999.00 | £1203.20 | £241.90 | £39.00 
oo | _siaas.z0 | 2280.41 | 


<A297 39 
£1482.99 
£1645.90 


£49.00 £1994.41 


NOBODY COMPARES 1O US. 


SMARTSUITE © 

INCLUDED 
ON ALL 
SYSTEMS 


FUJITSU TECHNICL 


Security and Quality from a Global Manufacturer 

When you call direct to a manufacturer, you expect and deserve 
the very best service and the assurance that the PC you buy offers 
excellent value and is of the highest quality. That security is why you 
buy direct and why you choose your supplier wisely. 

Our commitment to delivering that security is why FUJITSU 
TECHNICL is the fastest growing PC brand in Europe and why our 
products are ‘beyond direct comparison.' 


FUJITSU TECHNICL 


The Fastest Growing PC Brand in Europe 

Maintaining low cost PC prices without compromising build 
quality, component specification and pre and post sales support is a 
claim made by many but achieved by very few. It is a claim which 
the FUJITSU TECHNICL range of PCs can guarantee by our unique 
position in the market. Manufactured exclusively for the UK by 
Fujitsu in Germany our PC range represents all that is best about our 
global operations. 


FUJITSU TECHNICL 

$3.5 Billion Annual Commitment to R & D 
Fujitsu is the second largest IT company in the world with 
global revenues of over $36 billion and a $3.5 
billion annual commitment to research and 
development. It is this commitment and 
investment in manufacturing that 
guarantees the high quality of our systems. 
Based exclusively on Intel® Pentium® 
Processors, FUJITSU TECHNICL PCs use 
— mostly Fujitsu designed and manufactured 
entium® components for assembly. Including our own 
p ROCESSOR monitors, keyboards, hard drives and much, 
much more. As manufacturers we take 
responsibility every step of the way, a 


responsibility which extends to you, our value direct customers. 


FUJITSU TECHNICL 


Over 3000 UK Engineers provide the most 
Comprehensive Range of Warranty and 
Support Services 

Through direct access to our group companies we are able to 
include the most comprehensive range of warranty and support 
services available. The CareFREE™ warranty comes as standard with 
every FUJITSU TECHNICL PC, offering comprehensive cover 
supported by huge resources, including over 3000 engineers, working 
from forty two locations Nationwide. 


FUJITSU TECHNICL 


Beyond Direct Comparison 
Compare our specifications, support services and low prices 
and join the 1000’s of new users who choose a FUJITSU 
TECHNICL PC every month. We guarantee to handle all of your 
enquiries professionally, with expert help and guidance available 
from our technical sales support teams. Call us direct, today! 


The Intel Inside Logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and 
MMx is a trademark of Intel Corporation. 


FREEPHONE 


0800 1 95 96 97 


OPENING TIMES: Most methods of payment accepted. Payment by cheque accepted, instant 
: clearance on receipt with same day despatch. Government/ Education 
E orders welcome. All prices exclusive of V.A.T. & delivery and are subject 
ek iii to change without notice. E. & 0.£. All trademarks acknowledged. 
Mon - Fri. TECHNICL, Daten Avenue, Risley, Warrington, 


Cheshire WA3 6GD. Fax: 01925 43 53 63 


10.00am - 2.00pm 
Saturday 


MAIL ORDER ONLY = 


OK, the way it 
works is this. You 
write in, we reply 
and if you’re lucky 
enough to get 
picked you may also 
win £50 for your 
troubles! Get 
scribbling 


PROGRAM . 


Universal 
appeal 


AS a relative new- 
comer to the world 
of PCs, I was look- 
ing for a magazine 
that had a bit of 
everything, didn’t 
treat me like a 
moron and ap- 
pealed to me as a 
working mother 
of two children. 

I use my com- 
puter for busi- 
ness and ‘edu- 
tainment’ (is 
that really a 
word?). I am ac- 
tually a reluc- 
tantly converted Mac user and I used to subscribe 
to The Mac magazine — an excellent publication pitched just 
right for me. Thankfully I have found your magazine after wad- 
ing through many which seem to be glorified PC catalogues. PC 
Home is just what I’m looking for and your Web site’s good too. 
Thanks guys, — Sheila Agnew, London 


‘ DOUBLE THE val UE 


The Ssentials GUlde to home 


PCH We're glad you like the magazine Sheila, thank-you for your 
kind comments and welcome to the wonderful world of the PC! — 
WW 
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MiniDisc mystery 
I HAVE been puzzled as to 
why Sony’s MiniDisc has 
not been adopted for the 
purposes of data storage. 
One would logically pre- 
sume that this would be a most suitable 
medium due to its inherent capability of 
re-recordability. I notice that current 
recordable CD-Roms allow up to 650Mb 
of storage, equating to 74 minutes of 
audio, MiniDisc can allow up to 74 min- 
utes of audio and, based on this premise, 
one would logically equate that to 
650Mb of data storage. 

I have heard it said that Sony, having 
ownership to the commercial rights of 
MiniDisc, is reluctant to disclose the na- 
ture of the technology. If this is indeed 
the case, I find it a narrow-minded ap- 
proach. The move to introduce the 
MiniDisc onto the music industry as a 
superior format to compact disc failed 
since the public simply refused to accept 
“yet another format”. 

Digital Audio Tape (DAT) failed for 
similar reasons. However, DAT is being 
used for data storage. It would seem that 
if the music market is not willing to bear 
this alternative format then why not re- 
direct this technology into the growing 
market of data storage? 


Write to us at PC Home, IDG Media, Media 
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire 
SK10 4NP 


E-mail us at pchome@idg.co.uk 
or check out our Web site at 
http://www.idg.co.uk/pchome/ 


I think MiniDisc would be a wonder- 
ful medium for data storage. It’s re- 
recordable, robust and can fit inconspic- 
uously into a shirt pocket — try doing 
that with a CD-Rom! — Mr. Fai Lee, 
London 


PCH Although in theory Sony’s 
MiniDisc sounds like it would make a 
wonderful storage medium, ideal for stor- 
ing computer data, there are problems. 
The main one being that at the moment 
each 2.5in disc can only store about 
140Mb, which means that it doesn’t come 
anywhere near competing with the CD- 
Rom in terms of size of storage. 

Sony has already developed a portable 
magneto-optical drive that uses the 
MiniDisc, but it’s very expensive — around 
£750 in fact — and very slow, offering sin- 
gle speed CD-Rom transfer rates of only 
IS50KBps. 

However, the future of the MiniDisc as 
a data storage medium might be brighter 
than I suggest. This spring Sony plans to 
unveil its 4X density MiniDisc standard 
which can hold 650Mb (comparable with 
CD-Rom) and has a Data Transfer Rate of 
580kbs. So, as they say, watch this space... 

Of much more immediate interest is 
DVD which is set to make a big impact on 
the PC market by about Christmas time. 
DVD-Rom is capable of storing 4.7Gb per 
side (9.4Gb in total — 7.5 times that of 
CDs) and with an average transfer speed 
of 4.69 megabits per second. The DVD- 
Ram standard on the other hand will sup- 
port both single sided discs capable of stor- 
ing up to 2.6Gb data and double-sided 
discs with a 5.2Gb capacity and allow 
users to record and re-record onto the 
discs. - WW 


Bank on it 

I FEEL compelled to write to you about 
an article in issue April 1997 about fi- 
nancial packages and HOBS. I have used 
HOBS for about six years now and have 
within the last six months been supplied 


with a windows front-end for it from 
The Bank of Scotland. This does have the 


ability to capture your bank account en- 
tries for a specified period and store data 
in either Quicken or MS Money formats. 

I use Quicken 4.0 and this happily reads 
these files and I have no more 
worries about VAT and the accuracy of my 
return. Either the Bank of Scotland did 
not advise you of this feature or you 
didn’t do your research very well. — Martin 
Connor via the Internet 


PCH The bank specific area that you 
mention was intended to be a quick aside 
to the rest of the feature, which was of 
course a review of home accounting pack- 
ages. Since Microsoft and Barclays have 
been pushing their alliance, it was consid- 
ered of interest to find out what the other 
banks were doing. The information was 
gleaned from the Web sites of the banks 
and building societies mentioned, as there 
wasn’t enough room to go into future plans 
or enormous depth as I’m sure youd agree 
this could take up an entire feature in its 
own right. 

If there was a discrepancy in the infor- 
mation printed and the actual services any 
of the institutions provide, then perhaps 
they should consider updating or clarify- 
ing their Web presence so that potential 
customers can see exactly what services 
they provide. Certainly, the HOBS home 
page mentions nothing of its compatibility 
with any commercially available account- 
ing packages. — AS 


High praise 

AS a regular PC Home reader, I find your 
journal well balanced and informative. 
Keep up the good work! Anyway, the rea- 
son for my letter is that I had a problem 
with other day with running a copy of 
MicroProse’s Railroad Tycoon. The Help 
Line was slow to respond, the fellow who 
finally answered did not know the an- 
swer and even told me to go back to the 
shop where I had bought the game! 

I rang back asking to speak to the 
Marketing Director — he was out. The 
Managing Director himself took my call. 
The company insisted on calling me 
back to save my telephone bill and as 
well as handling the problem I even re- 
ceived a follow up note of apology from 
the MD. I believe the Help Desk has been 
improved and is now running just the 
way it should. We are all quick to criticise 
when something goes wrong but if we 
say ‘well done’ when a supplier puts 
something right as MicroProse has in 
this particular case, I reckon it’s a good 
encouragement to other suppliers to try 
and better their standards too. 

One other point, I wonder how many 
of your readers have used simulation 
games like Railroad Tycoon in a business 
environment? Getting work colleagues 
to play such games can tell you quite a lot 


about their characters by the way that 
they play. You'll soon spot the risk takers, 
the plodders and the totally unscrupu- 
lous! Give it a try! — Roy Norris, 
Godalming, Surrey 


PCH We get a lot of letters from readers 
complaining about service or the way that 
they have been treated by hardware or 
software companies, so it’s nice when we 
get a letter that’s full of praise instead. Well 
done MicroProse! And as for playing 
games against your work colleagues we can 
certainly vouch for the fact that you soon 
learn a lot about their personalities, but 
that’s not all. Try playing an intense action 
game like Quake or X-Wing vs. Tie Fighter 
with this lot here and you soon learn some 
new colourful phrases you’ve never heard 
before! -WW 


internet cash-in 


THE growing popularity of the Internet 
has led to an increased load on the tele- 
phone network and local servers have 
been unable to cope with the demand 
from Net surfers. This popularity could, 
in some part, be due to the fact that 
many local servers use cable company 
telephone services which give free local 
calls. In some cases cable companies are 
withdrawing their free local calls facility 
to Net servers. 

The official line here is that this is to 
deter the overuse of these lines and thus 
ease the burden on the network and to 
prevent local exchanges from becoming 
jammed, which would stop other tele- 
phone customers from using the service. 

Surely though, if a free service is pro- 
vided, it should be for all users, be they 
Net surfing or just calling a favourite 
uncle for a chat; and the rescinding of 
this service for Net users is discrimina- 
tory. It would appear the telephone com- 
panies are waking up to the fact that the 
Internet can be an excellent source of in- 
come for them and are taking steps to 
cash in on this growth area. 

This is a shame because monthly sub- 
scriptions are beginning to fall in the face of 
competition, but overall costs will not fall 
because of the imposition of call charges to 
many users. — Chris Mawbey, Derby 


PCH As you are aware, accessing the Net 
these days is causing problems with tele- 
phone exchanges and overall performance 
of the Net itself. You are quite right in your 
observation that free local calls should be 
free no matter who you call. The “official 
line” that withdrawing free local calls to 
local ISP numbers is to ease the burden on 
local exchanges and the performance of the 
Net itself does sound mighty weak when 
you consider how much the telephone 
companies can make on such calls. 

Still, the problem of overuse of tele- 
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I READ your article on MMX technology. Now tell me, to ob- 
tain MMX do we have to purchase a whole new motherboard or 
is this a chip that replaces the Intel Pentium chip most of us 


poor people out here now own? 


Talk about a breakthrough, now that would be worth the 
money. Sad but true, tis not a perfect world, so it is probably a 
case where we have to purchase the whole board. Thanks and 
your answer will be DEEPLY appreciated. — Linda S. Meadows 


via the Internet 


PCH An MMX OverDrive chip, you'll be pleased to hear, will in- 
deed fit into a standard Pentium slot — it just replaces your current 
processor. So if you have a P75, P90 or P100 you can turn your ma- 
chine into a super-dooper P125, P150 or P166 (respectively) MMX 
beastie for just the cost of the chip. Praise be to Intel! -WW 


phone lines is a real one and does indeed 
need to be addressed. Surely though, tele- 
phone companies should tackle these prob- 
lems by adding more capacity to thetr ser- 
vice rather than penalising subscribers. 

In the end, it’s the subscribers who keep 
the companies in profit and upsetting 
them by introducing charges where they 
are not welcome is an unwise move in 
such a highly competitive market. So, if 
you are unhappy at your telephone com- 
panies pricing strategy, let them know and 
start looking for better deals with other 
companies. Maybe that will prompt them 
into tackling the problem in a different 
way. — DE 
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PROBABLY THE MOST AWARD WINNING FLATBED RANGE IN UK! 


Overall Winner of Computer Buyers Scanner of the Year 
Scanner Round-up Highest Award ! 1996 In What PC 
®) other scanners inc: 


“eae e 
Paragon II SP from Mustek ‘ ae veo 
Scanmaker E6 from Microtek : 
Scanjet 4P from Hewlett Packard i 
GT-5000 from Epson er : Prvne: 
ScanTak 2C from Spot Technology bs stl 


Overall Winner 
Comparison Review 
against: Umax, Epson, 
Mustek, & Trust. 
February 1997 Issue of 


March 1997 issue of Computer Buyer 
: PC Format March 1997 Issue of 
Asp PC Home's PC Guide 
The only Scanner Hig hest Award ! 
Recommended Overall Best Buy 
in the Best Peripheral gee Gb y out of 15 x Scanner 
Awards of 1996 S 4) group test ! 


. SA A A November 
December 1996 issue May 1997 issue of 1996 issue 105 
of PC Advisor PC Home 


November 


Probably the most Award 
Winning) in UK f 


1996 issue 


"Not only did the Black Widow scanner give the best scans, 
a a> ee | but it was the cheapest too". "The UMAX scanner is really 
| — Vo) ey eclipsed, offering little more than the BlackWidow while rerarare 
— — costing significantly more". aon 
SCAN-HEAD October 


COMPUTER BUYER FEB 1997 ISSUE. 1996 ISSUE 


ffl 
iff 


PC Direct 


HITS 


AWARDS ' 97 


Finalist and potential winner of 
this years platinum awards: 
The B AF T A award of the computer 
industry. A big thank you to all our 
BlackWidow customers for recommending us. 


One of the fastest Photo Scanners in the world. . 
This advert was produced using our Black Widow 4800 SP and 
Corel Draw 6. Why don't all other scanner manufacturers use their scanners to produce their ad's 7? 


30-bit CCD scan head. 


é @ 24-bit CCD scan head. @ 24-bit CCD scan head. @ 24-bit CCD scan head. 
@ 400 x 800 optical dpi. ® 400 x 800 optical dpi. @ 300 x 1200 optical dpi. @ 300 x 600 optical dpi. 
@ 4800 x 4800 interpolated. @ 4800 x 4800 interpolated. @ 2400 x 2400 interpolated. @ 4800 x 4800 interpolated. 
@ Line art / GreyScale & ® Line art / GreyScale & @® Line art / GreyScale & @ Line art / GreyScale & 
® Halftone / 30-bit colour. @® Halftone / 24-bit colour. ® Halftone / 24-bit colour. ® Halftone / 24-bit colour. 
@ Gamma correction ® Gamma correction ® Gamma correction @ Gamma correction ScanPRO Awards 
@ Cold-Cathode C.C.D. ® Cold-Cathode C.C.D. @ Cold-Cathode C.C.D. @ Cold-Cathode C.C.D. 1 Advisor 
@ Full A4 scanning area. @ Full A4 scanning area. @ Full A4 scanning area. @ Full A4 scanning area. Eee 6/6 rating | 
@ Unique 3-D scan capability. @ Unique 3-D scan capability. @ Unique 3-D scan capability. @ Smaller footprint design. 
® 300dpi photo scan in 20 sec. ® 300dpi photo scan in 20 sec. ® 300dpi photo scan in 30 sec. @ Unique 3-D scan capability. 
FREE WITH ALL SCANNERS: FREE WITH ALL SCANNERS: FREE WITH ALLSCANNERS:  ® 300dpi photo scan in 40 sec. 
® Superb Graphics Package. © Superb Graphics Package. ® Superb Graphics Package. FREE WITH ALL SCANNERS: 
@ XEROX-TextBridge Classic. @® XEROX-TextBridge Classic. @ XEROX-TextBridge Classic. @ Superb Graphics Package. 
®@ SCSI Card & Cable. @ SCSI Card & Cable. @ SCSI Card & Cable. @ XEROX-TextBridge Classic. 
@ TWAIN driver for 3.1 & 95. @ TWAIN driver for 3.1 & 95. @ TWAIN driver for 3.1 & 95. @ TWAIN driver for 3.1 & 95. 
® Manual & Installation Guide. ® Manual & Installation Guide. @ Manual & Installation Guide. @ Manual & Installation Guide. 


INCREDIBLE INCREDIBLE INCREDIBLE INCREDIBLE 
PRICE ! PRICE ! PRICE ! PRICE ! 
- Ex. VAT EX. VAT Ex. VAT 


£233.83 inc.vat. £210.33 inc.vat. £775.08 inc.vat. 


LO @icear Gallb C1E22: G2G00D Fax: 01324 823663 


Payment: Access / Visa / Amex / Delta or Switch 24 Hour Sales: 01324 821000 


e-mail devcom @easynet.co.uk http://www.blackwidow.co.uk/scanners/ 
BlackWidow is a registered trade mark of: DEVCOM International Ltd. Winchester Ave. Denny FK6 6QE. 


Sale or Return is not Offered. If an item is returned for refund and found not to be faulty a charge will be made. Full terms & conditions are available on request before purchase. Specification is subject to change without notice. 
All performance figs will vary depending on system performance. All trade marks are acknowledged. Insured carriage is charged at £10 ex.vat for UK mainland all other areas will be charged at cost. 


Black Widow’ Scanners Black Widow Scanners Black Widow Scanners — 
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in association with CyberMedia 


When your PC decides it’s going to reject that new 


card you’ve just installed, you need a highly skilled 


techo-surgeon to tell you how to get those damn 


transplants to work. Step forward Dr. Duncan Evans 


Bug alert 


OASYS P133, Acer 10-speed 
CD-Rom, 16Mb ram, 1.2Gb 
hard drive, Milom 
Multimedia PnP MPU-401 
sound, running Windows 95. Used for 
work, games, graphics. 


In Frontier and Frontier: 
First Encounters I cannot 
get sound to play. Both 
games have to be entered by 
restarting in Dos. 


Jo Phillips — Swansea 


Well Pm no clearer as to 
|B what sound card you are 
Busing since your spidery 
© scribble looks like a Milom 
sound card, which is new to me. The 
MPU-401 is a music standard, but that is 
provided by lots of cards. I can only as- 
sume that your card is some 
SoundBlaster clone because you use it 
for games and aren't complaining that 
there’s no sound from everything. 

Now about Frontier, how can I say 
this. The first game had the odd bug, and 
was very particular about what sound 
card it uses. The second was a complete 
fiasco, resulting in Gametek having to re- 
call the product from the shelves in order 


to put patch disks in, which fixed some 
of the problems, but not all of them. The 
worst bug was that genuine 
SoundBlaster cards didn’t work with the 
game! That got fixed with the patch, but 
then you may not have the patched ver- 
sion. Even if you do, what with yours 
being some kind of clone, it is very likely 
not to be compatible with this dire bug 
ridden effort. 

Of course it could be something sim- 
ple — so when you install or run setup 
again, check that the IRQ and DMA val- 
ues for the card are what you know them 
to be, rather than have an autodetect 
program get them wrong. 

If that doesn’t work then either buy a 
real SoundBlaster 16/AWE 32 card, 
which is a recommended option, or flog 
both games and put the proceeds to- 
wards buying Privateer 2: The 
Darkening, which is exactly the same 
kind of game, but rather excellent in- 
stead of dated and tawdry. 


Song of woe 


HOME built 486DX4 
 133MHz, 16Mb ram, 850Mb 
hard drive, Opti SoundBlaster 
compatible, 8-speed CD-Rom, 
running Windows 95, Microsoft Office 
Pro, general home computing and games. 


weg Whenever I try to play a 
| @ *.MID, *.RMI and very oc- 
' casionally *.WAV files I get 
san error message, “ MMSYS- 
TEM281 This file could not be played. 
Check the filename or install a driver 
that supports this type of file.” Similar 
messages referring to MMSYSTEM296 
and MMSYSTEM337 also rear their 

heads from time to time. 
Mathew Ralston — Wallesy 


Well Mathew, the MMSYS- 
TEM.DLL at the heart of 
UE this problem is a collection 
/ of system APIs for playing 
multimedia and, in your case, sound 
files. The problem is that the driver that 
your self styled SoundBlaster compatible 
uses is either not so very compatible after 
all, or it has corrupted. Or it does work 
and your Windows file has corrupted. 

So my answer to you is to remove the 
sound card from your system by going to 
Control Panel...System...Device Manager 
selecting it and clicking on Remove. Then 
in the System folder double click on Add 
new hardware and select that it is a sound 
card then click on the Have disk gadget 
when appropriate. This will re-install the 
drivers for it. 

If that doesn’t work or clear the prob- 
lem up then re-install Windows 95 itself. 
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If your PC has ever 
crashed, you'll know 


why you need 
CyberMedia’s 


First Aid 97 


dW Hardware Wizard 


Ad Lib 

Aztech Labs 

Compaq 

Creative Labs 

DSP Group 

ESS Technology, Inc. 
Intel 


It’s the friendly Add 
New Hardware Wizard. 
Tell it that you have a 
sound card 


ek 


Ensure that your CD-Rom drive is operating at 


‘| Creative Labs Sound Blaster 16 Plug and Play 


cl Rlaster 


If that doesn’t work either then I would 
say that your SB clone is more like an SB 
clown. Ditch it and buy an SB16 since 
they aren’t expensive. 


Old dog 


486DX 33MHz, 8Mb ram, 
& Kelvin 64 1Mb video card. 
ny, USCA for home use and 
i'Windows 95. 


Is there any way of speeding 
— up Windows 95 with soft- 
ware as I find it very slow? 
Mathew Bennion — Stafford 


I assume the real question 
here is more like is there 
any way of speeding it up 
# without spending anything. 
Let’s face it, the real problem is that your 
computer is in fact an old dog trying to 
play with the young hounds. The proces- 
sor is too slow and you don’t have 
enough ram. 

With that combination you'll find that 
the screen update is sluggish and, worse 
still, whenever you do anything the sys- 
tem goes on holiday as it reads and 
writes from the hard drive. I have a 486 
66MHz running Win95 and that is too 
slow, even with a SCSI hard drive. 


maximum efficiency with the supplemental cache 
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First -VT 


Yes, there are ways of speeding the ma- 
chine up — making sure that Windows 95 
manages your virtual memory for you and 
that you have a fast hard drive, not some old 
piece of tat that was bought second hand. 

If you run the screen in 640X480 in 
256 colours you should find that that is 
the fastest resolution to use because the 
window requires the least memory to 
display. You can change the CD-Rom set- 
ting so that it uses the maximum supple- 
mental cache size - but then this requires 
around 1Mb of memory and you don’t 
have a lot of it anyway. 

Also, last month’s edition of PC Home 
featured 20 tips for making your PC run 
faster. However, this is simply a finger in 
the dyke exercise. You need new hard- 
ware more than anything. Your video 
card is a decent one so a low cost option 
would be — and it would work in your 
system — to add a Pentium 83MHz 
OverDrive processor. And buy some 
more ram too — the more you have the 
less time Win95 will spend churning the 
hard drive around. Another 8Mb will 
cost you all of £25. 


Schizophrenic PC 
ewe VOBIS Contessa Pentium 
@ 166MHz, 16Mb ram, 8-speed 
@, -D-Rom, 1.5Gb hard drive 
and built in modem. Used for 
home multimedia. 


I recently purchased the 
B above computer. It came 
{rom the computer store pre- 
configured as it had been a 
display model and I was offered it at a re- 
duced price because its original 15” moni- 
tor had been mislaid. I was offered a 14” 
Tatung Intelliscan in its place at the price 
asked. I couldn’t refuse as it was my dream 
machine — I have suffered for the last three 
years with a 486SX 25MHz with 8Mb ram 
and a twin-speed CD-Rom drive. 

When setting it up I went to the con- 
trol panel and there I found an applet 
that said infrared. Being adventurous I 
double clicked on it and got the follow- 
ing message: “Error 0. Your infrared soft- 
ware is not installed properly. Make sure 
your communication ports are properly 
configured and then re-install your 
Infrared software.” At this point I chick- 
ened out as I don’t have a clue as to what 
an Infrared device is or what it does. Can 
you enlighten me? 

I also came across two seemingly contra- 
dicting MSINFO.TXT which I have printed 
out for your perusal. Am I being thick or is 
it telling me that I have two versions of 
Windows (versions 4 and 3.95) and also 
two different processors — a Pentium and a 
80486. Also have I really got two separate 
drives? I hope you can set me straight. 

W. Gibson — Bristol 


in association with (CyberMedia 


Firstly congratulations on 
entering the Pentium age 
Mr Gibson — how did you 

mee make do with a 486SX 
25MHz for so long? 

Anyway, as you mentioned, this is a 
shop model, and it’s pretty obvious 
that they’ve been using it to test hard- 
ware and put different pieces of 
equipment into it. The hard drive 
could also have come from another 
machine entirely. 

The Infrared device that the system 
can't find is in all probability an infrared 
mouse — which some people love but 
personally I would answer: Well play 
Quake with it then. By the time the ma- 
chine has got to you the mouse and its 
hardware have long gone, leaving behind 
only the device driver. Remove it the next 
time you see it. 

I would also recommend that you 
get the lid off this machine as soon as 
possible to check what is inside and 
that there aren’t spare parts still in 
there. 

Now then, MSINFO32.EXE is 
a handy little program that is installed 
along with Microsoft Office. It’s buried 
quite deeply in the Program Files folder 
so if anyone does have Office and 
wants to use it then I advise going to 
the Start menu and using the find 
file option. 

This is a system interrogation pro- 
gram which returns what the system is 
and a basic guide to what it is using. You 
can print it out or save the report to disk, 
which is what has happened here. 

Either this program was run when 
your PC was a lowly 486 and the store 
has upgraded it, or the hard drive was 
in another computer altogether. Either 
way you certainly don’t have a 486 
chip in there and fortunately they 
haven’t simply dropped an OverDrive 
chip into a 486 motherboard either 
because the chip is too modern and 
too fast. 

At some time the hard drive you have 
now was also living alongside another, 
larger hard drive. Unless you are very 
lucky and they have left it in — it’s a 
1.18Gb drive! — you undoubtedly only 
have one hard drive. However, it’s worth 
checking both by logging onto D: and 
seeing whether it is anything else other 
than a CD-Drive, and also by getting the 
lid off to see if it is still in there but has 
just been disconnected. 

Probably not — it looks like the ma- 
chine has had a rudimentary tidy up. As 
for the versions of Windows that were 
reported, we’re split on this one. All ver- 
sions of Windows 95 and any software 
designed for it carry the 4.xx identifier. 
Microsoft has insisted that software writ- 
ten for it carries a 4.xx version number 
to identify it to the system as a proper 


aaa si 


Ce... 
C:\Program Fites\Co... 
C:\Program Files\Co.. 


Find out lots of useful things about | 
your system with MSINFO32 that ‘ua 
comes with MS Word 


piece of 95 code. 

As you know, the older version of 
Windows only got up to 3.11, so it’s en- 
tirely unlikely that this is what MSINFO 
has found, especially as it also reports a 
Dos version of 7, which came with 
Windows 95. I’m of the opinion that this 
report is of one of the Beta test versions 
of Windows 95, but as I said, we’re split 
on this one. 

Either way it’s nothing to worry 
about. Simply remove that unwanted 
driver and enjoy your new(ish) high 
speed Pentium PC. 


Missing out 

2 P120, 8Mb ram, 1.2Gb hard 
drive, SoundBlaster (Adr:220, 
* DMA:3, IRQ:5), 1Mb video 
ram. Used for education, 
games, typing. 


I usually play games in Dos 
to speed them up but the 
® problem is that when I go to 
the command prompt by 
getting the Windows startup menu 
(pressing F8), I can’t seem to get my CD- 
Rom drive and sound card loaded. 

So whenever I try to load a game from 
CD-Rom it doesn’t seem to recognise the 
D: drive or the sound card. I have en- 
closed copies of my AUTOEXEC.BAT 
and CONFIG.SYS files, I hope you can 
help. 


Fahad Mahmood — Peterborough 


Well it’s not a hard one. 
Your sound card probably 
isn’t getting anywhere be- 
‘cause you are using the 
wrong DMA channel. According to your 
files you should enter a value of 1 when 
setting up any games, not 3. The reason 


Use the Find utility 
in the Start menu 
to locate the files 
of your choice 


the CD-drive isn’t working in Dos is be- 
cause the Windows 95 setup has disabled 
it in favour of its own built in driver. To 
get it working simply locate the line in 
your AUTOEXEC.BAT that has 
MSCDEX in it and remove the rem - By 
Windows Setup - that’s been placed in 
front of it. Save the file and reboot and it 
work properly in Dos. 

I would also advise you invest in some 
more memory. 8Mb just isn’t enough 
any more. When you have 16Mb you'll 
be able to play many Dos games from 
within Windows 95. 


Rodent problem 


GATEWAY P120, 16Mb ram, 
 2.3Gb, 10-speed CD-Rom. 
Used for Windows 95 and the 
Internet, and anything I can 


think of. 


The mouse refuses to work 
in a Dos game, despite hav- 
® ing loaded the mouse driver 
via C:\MSINPUT in AU- 
TOEXEC.BAT. If run from Windows 
shortcut there is a display problem. If 
run from Dos display is okay but the 
sound and mouse do not work. 

John French — Bristol 


This is another one of those 
Mystic Meg cases isn’t it? 
\Look, if you have a problem 
that involves our old friends 
AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS 
then doesn’t it make sense to actually in- 
clude a listing of the things so I have 
some kind of chance to see what’s going 
wrong and where? 

Now it’s inconceivable that you have a 
mouse driver that is so old that applica- 


YOU too can win some rather handy prizes, 
which are subject to change at the whim of the 
PC Home overlords. All you have to do is think of 
a useful way of using your PC and its ever so re- 
liable operating system, then scribble it down on 
the bottom of First Aid problem sheet and tick 
which prize you want. Send it off to IDG towers 
at the address given and some weeks later we'll 
print it in the magazine. That’s assuming it’s any 
good of course. The best hint each month will 
win the prize. | 


The vanishing 

Can’t detect a modem that has stopped working and suddenly 
vanished from the system? Go into System...Device Manager and 
remove the modem from com ports 3 and 4. Shut down and 
switch off, wait 10 seconds and restart. Add new hardware using 
the Win 95 program and if it doesn’t work, switch off again. Take 
the modem card out and switch on, then off again to clear any 
references to it. Try it in a different slot, restart and add new 


hardware agian. This could well solve your problems. 
Anthony Robson — Oakham 


Cut and paste 


| HAD a situation recently where I wanted to use artwork from a 
package which only saves files as .GED, for desktop or wallpaper. 
I ran the application, created my artwork, then used the capture 
element of Paint Shop Pro (free on lots of cover disks) and saved 
the captured image as a .BMP file. Then cut and cropped it with 
MS Paint and saved it at the right size to be used as wallpaper. 
John French — Bristol. 


Safe and sorry 


TIRED of the standard Windows screen savers, but still need 
password security? The third party screen savers offered by many 
companies offer password protection too, however you can’t 
trust them. Why? Because when you press Ctrl-Alt-Del it offers 
an opportunity to end the screen saver task, thus exposing your 
system to all and sundry. 

Tim Polley — Brighton 


Safe and secure 


IF YOU are worried about making recent backups of your AU- 
TOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS files (I’m sure it’s preying on 
everyone’s minds — Duncan) then make a directory called 
C:\BACKUP and put these commands at the end of the AU- 
TOEXEC file: 


COPY C:\AUTOEXEC.BAT C:\BACKUP 
COPY C:\CONFIG.SYS C:\BACKUP 


To avoid accidentally deleting the C:\BACKUP folder go to the 
Windows Explorer and right click on the folder, Now select 
Properties and make sure that the Hidden box is checked. 


tions don’t work with it. If you had a 486 @& Peter Beverley — Rugeley 
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The mouse driver in 
Windows is a 
wonderfully friendly 
and user configurable 
thing - but not in Dos 


Change Display Type 


§ Mouse Properties 


Parris a 


¥ 


then maybe, but not in the case of a 
P133. So, unless the mouse driver file has 
gone gaga, and the fact that your mouse 
works in Windows 95 proves it works, it 
only leaves the likelihood that it isn’t en- 
tered correctly in your AUTOEXEC file. 
Simply having a folder in there isn’t 
enough, so please ensure that it does 
read LH C:\MSINPUT\MOUSE.COM. 
Actually another possibility consider- 


ing the newness of your computer is that 


it hasn’t been supplied with a Dos mouse 
driver, in which case you need to ask your 
local PC store to give you one on a disk. 
Now, about the sound not working ei- 
ther. Look at your AUTOEXEC.BAT file 
and see if it contains the following items: 


SET SOUND=C:\SB16 
SET BLASTER=A220 15 D1 H5 P330 16 


If it doesn’t then type them in. As yours 
is a SoundBlaster 16 it undoubtedly uses 
the same settings. 


Oi, shut down 


PENTIUM 133, 32Mb ram, 
4-speed CD-Rom, 2.5Gb hard 
drive, 4Mb Mystique video 
card, 17” monitor and 


Change your graphics driver to try and force 
more reliability out of Windows 95 
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First (Vr: 


SoundBlaster 16. Used for DTP, games 
and the Internet. 


The computer runs fine 
| until I try to shut it down or 
_ Restart in Dos. The screen 
goes blank and _ says 
Windows Protection. You need to restart 
your computer. It then allows me to turn 
it off. Please help. 

Roy Broean — Milton Keynes 


There are a couple of things 
that might be causing this. 
In fact it could have been 
caused by almost anything. 
However, I have seen exactly this situa- 
tion occur, and given that you have a 
fancy graphics card I’m tempted to think 
that this might be the cause. In the case 


I'd seen before it was caused by a new 


graphics driver that was necessary to run 
DirectX 3 compatible games. The trou- 
ble was that it didn’t like shutting down 
or restarting in Dos — both actions 
caused it to hang up. 

My answer to you is therefore to try 
and find an updated graphics driver for 
your card - as you are on the Internet it 
shouldn’t prove too difficult to find out 
if there is a newer version than the one 
your system uses. 

However, if you have installed 
DirectX2 or 3 on your system and the 
problem started afterwards, consider re- 
installing your original graphics drivers. 
Or, on the flip side, try installing 
DirectX3 which comes with many games 
such as Red Alert. 


Re-entry difficulties 


MITAC 486DX4 100MHz, 
28Mb ram, 1.2Gb hard drive, 
.8-speed CD-Rom, Primax 
colour hand scanner. Running 
Windows 95 and used for home use and 
school planning. 


I have had to replace both 
_ my hard drive and CD-Rom 
_ drive. My new CD-Rom 
doesn’t always recognise 
CDs when first entered. Sometimes I 
have to eject and re-enter up to four 
times before the CD is recognised, audio 
and computer programs alike. 

Also, when playing an audio CD and 
using any program, everything seems to 
freeze during the time lapse between one 
track and another, although this is only 
intermittent. The engineer who replaced 
the faulty components says this can hap- 
pen and is a regular occurrence. I must 
be able to do something to rectify the 
problem. In case this was a memory 
problem I have installed extra ram from 
16Mb to 28Mb, but it still continues. 
Harry Connell — Hartlepool 


in association with CyberMedizx 


Well unless you aren’t wait- 
ing long enough for the CD 
to be recognised — it doesn’t 
happen instantly you know, 
or you don’t keep the underside of the 
CDs clean enough then something is 
sadly wrong. I'd check your connections 
to the drive and, if it still continues, re- 
place the cable. Unless you have a 
Pioneer CD-drive, in which case I’d ad- 
vise you to change it for some other 
brand because certain Pioneer models 
are not fully compatible with Windows 
95. 

Another thing to try is to go to the 
Control Panel and select System 
Properties, then Device Manager and 
then double click on the CD-Rom icon. 
In the window that pops up have a look 
at the Settings and make sure the box for 
Auto insert notification is check on. 

On the second question it is entirely 
likely that your machine can pause while 
it switches tracks. The answer to that is 
don’t play music CDs, or simply play 
them when you are word processing and 
not playing games. 


Left to its own 


devices 


AMD K5 P133, 40Mb ram, 
800Mb hard drive, 4-speed 
, CD-Rom drive, 16-bit sound 
card, 1Mb video card, 28.8k 
modem, Windows 95. Used for home, 
games, word processing and programming. 


My many attempts to get my 
CD-Rom drive to work in 
Dos (that is when I shut 
down into Ms-Dos) have 
been to no avail. Included are my CON- 
FIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files 
which are a bit messy. Please could you 
help me sort it out. 

Max Frimond — Godalming 


How many letters are we 
getting on this subject? Lots 
and lots dear readers. You 
weren't kidding Max when 
you said these files were a bit messy, not 
least because it looks like your CD-Drive 
has been installed twice and removed 
twice, and you have no less than three to- 
tally different CD device drivers. 

The problem is in determining which 
one actually relates to the CD drive in 
your machine, and the only person who 
can find this out is you. If your CD-drive 
is working in Windows 95 then you 
should be .in luck. Go * to 
Start...Settings..Control Panel and dou- 
ble click on System. Now select Device 
Manager, and click on CD-ROM. The 
tree should unfurl another branch con- 
taining the make and model of the CD 


drive. If it doesn’t then you'll need to get 
physical. 

Take the lid off and look at the top of 
the CD unit. Is it a Samsung? Or is it an 
MTM Atapi, or what I can guess at might 
be a Toshiba (or something beginning 
with T). If you now know things can be 
fixed quite quickly. If you don’t then 
youll have to try what I’m going to sug- 
gest in order, for each device driver until 
it works. 

Let’s assume that your CD-Drive is a 
Toshiba, for no other reason than it’s the 
first active CD device driver. Okay, look 
down your CONFIG.SYS until you get to 
the line: 


DEVICE=Cs\DEV\TSY\TSYCDROM. SYS /D:TSYCD1 /P:PS 


Now this driver actually appears earlier 
in the listing, but it’s been REMed out. 
The worrying thing is that it says that the 
driver is in the directory C:\DEV, not 
C:\DEV\TSY as in this case. However, as 
that one is REMed out and this one isn’t 
let’s go with it. 

Now look down the rest of the CON- 
FIG.SYS and where you find: 


DEVICE=C:\DEV\MTM\MTNCDAI.SYS /D:MTMIDEOO' 
And 
DEVICE=C:\DEV\SAMSUNG\SSCDROM, SYS /D:$SCD000 


Put a REM and a space in front of both 
of them. Now save your CONFIG.SYS. 
Right, now load your AUTOEXEC.BAT 
file. Look down to the fifth line where it 
says: 


Rem - By Windows Setup - 
C:\WINDOWS\COMMAND\MSCDEX.EXE /D:TSYCD1 /E 


Now delete all the words and dashes so that 
the first thing on the line is C:\. Save the file 
and restart your PC. Press F8 when 
Windows is about to start and select the 
option to start in MS-Dos. You'll see your 
startup files being processed and hopefully 
the CD-Drive being installed. Try logging 
onto D: and see if it’s there. If it isn’t then 
you need to go back to your CONFIG.SYS, 
REM out the TSY driver and unREM the 
MTM driver. Save it again. 

It may well be that you do know what 
the CD-drive is by this point and that it’s 
one of these other drivers. That being the 
case, or if the first method didn’t work, 
we now. need to. alter the 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file. 

Find the line where you took off all the 
words and dashes — the MSCDEX driver 
in fact. Okay, look along the line and re- 
move this part: /D:TSYCD1 and instead 
put in /D:MTMIDEO1. Save and reboot 
and see if that works. If it doesn’t then we 
are down to the last driver. Back to CON- 
FIG.SYS, REM out the first two and 
unREM the SAMSUNG driver. Save it and 


load AUTOEXEC. Now delete the /D:MT- 
MIDEO1 that you put in and instead insert 
/D:SSCD000. Save and reboot. One of 
these three will work. If you know what 
the CD-Drive is in the first place then 
simply follow the part of my instructions 
that refers to it. I think Pll lie down now. 


Earthbound 


wemmmsy PENTIUM 60MHz, 8Mb 

/ © ram, 4-speed CD-Rom, V7 
Mirage graphics card, 
i SoundBlaster 16 sound card, 
running Windows 95. Used for schoolwork 
and playing games. 


sume I have recently bought 
* /§ Privateer 2: The Darkening 
® at a boot fair and when I 
=icame to install it refused to. 
Instead I got an error about the game 
needing a VESA compliant Bios to play. I 
know that the game can only be played 
or installed from Dos and have tried 
doing that. What is wrong? Is the game 
faulty, because obviously I can’t take it 
back, or do I need a whole new mother- 
board. Please help because I have heard a 
lot about the game and am really looking 
forward to playing it. 
Andy Potter — Croydon 


Well there’s good news and 
there’s bad news. Which do 

mM you want first? Okay, the 

= bad news first, the game 
isn’t faulty so you haven't wasted your 
cash, and neither do you need a new 
motherboard (yet), but (and this is the 
bad news part) you do need a new 
graphics card. Yes, the error message was 
referring to the inability of the Spea V7 
Mirage to work with games that use the 
VESA standard in Dos. 

Even the latest Mirage drivers do not 
correct the problem so you need to pull 
out the card, go to your local shop and 
buy a new card. Any new one will do, al- 
though, if you want my advice — don't 
touch Diamond Stealth cards with a 
barge pole. If you want a reliable and 
cheap option get a Cirrus Logic card —a 
1Mb video card will only set you back 
£30-£40 from a decent shop. 


Multiplicity 
way GATEWAY 2000 4DX4-100P, 
# 16Mb ram, Tseng Labs video 
card, Windows 31 
ee SoundBlaster card. Used for 
Word 6, Windows 3.1, Norton 
Commander and games. 


Having loaded the CD that 
came with the April issue of 

= PC Home, I wanted to see 
@eithe new MDK game. It 


Formatting fun 


THIS is a tip for use with Microsoft Word 

and allows you to insert your name auto- a wae 
matically into letters, rather than having 
to type it out every time you write to 
someone. Try the following. 
Go to the Tools menu and se- 
lect Templates and Add Inns. cm 
Press the Organiser button. Select Auto bes 
Text. Highlight any line you don’t think Aid 97 i 
you will need in the top left column. : 
Press Rename and enter new text — for example Your 
Name, and press enter. This text is automatically copied to the 
right hand column. Click on Close. 

Select View... Toolbars...Customise...Commands...Auto Text 
and look for Your Name. Drag it to the toolbar. To use it in your 
documents all you have to do is position the cursor in the docu- 
ment where you want it and click on Your Name on the toolbar 
and it will automatically be copied in. 

Harry Connell — Hartlepool 


Ree 


Disk dilemma 


TO speed up applications that spend a lot of time looking for 
data — most games these days occupy more than 10Mb — you 
need Smart Drive. This is software that comes Dos and Windows 
and it works by using some of your ram as temporary storage for 
data from your hard disk. Every time that a record is read from 
the disk Smart Drive saves adjacent records in ram, because the 
chances are that these will be the next things needed. Since get- 
ting data from ram is faster than from hard drive Smart Drive 
helps reduces those irritating pauses. To install it add the follow- 
ing line to your AUTOEXEC.BAT file: 


C:\DOS\SMARTDRV 2048 1024 


The two numbers are the amounts of ram it uses in Dos and 
Windows respectively. 
Fahad Mahmood — Peterborough 


Long drive home 


RIGHTY, I’m printing the following hint because it was better than 
some of the frankly pitiful efforts that came in the post this month. 
So get your fingers out and get tipping. And hinting. However, I 
think this is more effort than it’s worth, but Windows 95 1s horses 
for courses so you may find it’s just what you wanted. — DE. 
When the desktop becomes hidden by application windows 
you can get back to the desktop without minimising everything. 
Double click My Computer and display the Toolbar by clicking 
on the View menu option in the drop down list. Click on the 
Desktop icon, size and arrange the new desktop folder window. 
Right clicking on a blank area of the window will give you the 
arrange options. Then minimise it. When you shut down 
Windows, don’t close the desktop folder. The next time you start 
Windows 95 the desktop will still be on your Taskbar, enabling 
you to get at everything on your PC in one go, without having to 
minimise any windows you might have open. 
Lee Baines — Wrexham 


1997 July PC Home ['f] 


| web hosting, 
| consultancy & training 
no on-line charges 


blisher 


#: 
As 4 


solutions 


support Educational 
Computing & 
Technology 
Gold Award 
Winner ’97 


| web 
desiqn 


33.6K a 


: a ee | analc say 
comain : : 2 Download our demonstration 
registration lease www.softease.co.uk 
4 Or call for info or a demo disk 


av 3 dilable = 


| td | Softease Limited, 


www firsinet:Co.uk Sroescmen toe Vs 
phone: 0113 294 4224 a Derby,DE11NN \ = 
fax: 0113 2944321 ™ ee ice oF 
email: info@firstnet.co-uk For Windows 3.1 and '95 = 


AWVERTISEFR 


INL XK 
10/10 Educational ............ 43 Home & Office Direct .....114 
ANA 7... 9/ Interactive Magic IFC, 71, 83 
Advanced Gravis .............. 28 Enternet International.....139 
ea ee 20 LCL Sofiwac....._._.—s—cr—ic. 48 
Alternatives ............. BONE OMAP ee 26 
Argo Interactive.......... 93,95 Matrox Graphics............ OBC 
CLs ek en 40 Microvitec ............... 120 


1 PC 
ce) 


Computer Manuals........... 68 


[ove hilelatel| 


eae: GONG AUS cece, 25 eee ae 
DONCOMD cc... 104 PINMAOIE SYSIOINS care i 
feet Direct Connection............. 63 nace oe : 
| Dorling Kindersley............ 1D ee 
The only dec Tari ty make EMore. 77 PSYQNOSIS........ecssooe 33, 85 
is whee Wit int Gameplay/ICE............... 627 sonease 110 
: , Global Internet................ Be SOU ae 9 
relreliiteiitelatelt price is just Hauppage ssi. 36 TeccUR itd 30 
F. } 995 fi inclusive Health & Home Shopping 78 Web Plus Ltd... 13 
COBAL TY Nils 295, L974 HOUDVKHE Lid... ey 


PC Home, | need help 


You’ll need a 
Pentium to sample 
the awesome 
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looked great in the review of the mag, and I even 
saw it on TV and it looked stunning. So I loaded 
it up but the monitor went black with the message 
“Your computer has a 486 or unknown processor. 
I am sorry but for performance reasons I cannot 
allow you to play.” 

I tried extra memory, disk boot, no EMS etc, to 
no avail, and I have only just upgraded my com- 
puter to 16Mb last week. 

Can you please explain why I can’t run MDK — 
I have enclosed copies of my AUTOEXEC and 
CONHIG files. 

Also can you tell me if I can upgrade my com- 
puter from Windows 3.1 with the new Windows 
97, without Windows 95? 

Richard Rycraft — Maidstone 


I hate to ask this, but what kind of 
PC did you think you had? The 
words 4DX4-100P are a bit of a give- 
saway that it’s a 486DX4 100MHz 
chip, me as you pointed out, MDK requires a 
Pentium and won't run on a 486. While this chip 
was just about acceptable last year, I’m afraid that 
this year it’s too slow to run 3-D games at any ac- 
ceptable level. 

You can upgrade the chip to a Pentium 
OverDrive 83MHz right now at a reasonable cost 
and that will let you play MDK, but then the prob- 
lem is that the rest of your system is going to be 
too slow, particularly the graphics card, for any 3- 
D games that are Windows 95 natives. 

Unless your motherboard has PCI slots on it, it 
will be have ISA and VESA slots. That’s good 
enough, with a P83 OverDrive, for a game of 
Quake, but you are better off replacing the moth- 
erboard and buying a P120 chip - which are now 
quite cheap. Obviously you'll need a new graphics 
card too. 

The answer to the second question is no I’m 
afraid. Windows 97 is actually Windows 95b, and 
is your regular 95 with a few bug fixes and some 
extras - most of which are available free to down- 
load from the Microsoft Web site anyway. It is 
being supplied on new PCs but there is not an up- 
grade available at all and you can’t buy it in the 
shops either. It’s surprising that Microsoft have 
passed up the chance to make yet more money - 
but that’s probably because there is a new version 
of Windows on the way and it won’t want to 
muddy the waters with this minor upgrade. 


ows 95. The 
on interface uses 
step-by-step 
|OMADIING USEFS tO | .essssssssssssssssssssssssseseesssnssssssseeeeeeensssnnsnssnsseesensanes piatinuedinaenhtiteneet wd 
eir PCs problem 
irst Aid 97 is 

ble at all major 


| stores for £34.95. Cut out this form or make a photocopy and send to: 


PC Home Help, IDG Media, Media House, 
: : Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP. 
il in the form on the right and Alternatively fax it to 01625 879966. 
nd it to the address shown. The eng sepige asin clearly for the — 

“ao ° ome. use additional paper : 
est tip will win a copy of necassany Dat eats Os en AN ae 
CyberMedia’s First Aid ’97 We regret that we cannot answer queries over the teleph: 
can we provide personal replies by — or rte 
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It’s time for another look at 
what great applications and 
utilities are on offer to help 
make your life with your PC a 
safer and more productive one 


S é 
a cL i AL RR NSS Re UR 


HomeGuard your PC against viruses from 
many sources such as e-mail and the Internet 


HomeGuard 


WE are all at risk from viruses. They can destroy files and 
even the complete contents of a hard drive. Until recently, 
the only real threat to your machine came from infected 
removable media such as floppy disks and CD-Roms. There 
are loads of anti-virus applications available to combat this 
threat though; allowing you to examine and essentially 
disinfect the offending disks. 

However, in these days of e-mail, Internet connectivity, 
application macros and Web surfing, a new route for viruses 
to spread has materialised. You may not realise this but it is 
now possible to get a virus from an e-mail or even by simply 
accessing a Web site that contains active content. 

Dr Solomon’s HomeGuard works by constantly monitoring 
your PC in the background and, thanks to its advanced 
detection algorithms, can prevent damage to your files and 
disks on the fly. If viruses are a concern for you, and they 

: Telephone __ 01296 318700 
easy and automatic jaa 7 a 
Price... £29.99 


method of protecting (i ee oe oe 
your PC. — DE Rating i er 
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keeping track of important contacts and clients 


ACT! 3 


ACT! 3 from Symantec is a powerful tool 
that can help you create and maintain a 
contact database. Symantec claims that 
ACT! is the most widely used contact 
manager software in the world with 
more than a million users world-wide. 
These numbers may be true considering 
that ACT! is also available for PDA’s such 
as Apple Newton and Psion 3a 
Organisers. 

Screen layout is simple and logical 
with basic contact information fields, 
such as name, address and telephone 


The Family Organiser 


ARE you the organised one in the 
family? Are you the one people turn to 


} About... The Family Organiser 


Advanced Address Book 


r ersonal 


1 
Dietaiey 


V ital Information Manager 
VIM cd 


A good idea but let down by a sluggish and awkward interface 


irexeranenants bay Sa Te eT TTT sou ulna peenmcpeomme al ae Gimgs. od (o rine (ull et 
Bistan| PhPoawny scaworon | 2rConacts Microion | BPMicronde Wold BU. | 2 iSyotem tC) [abikmeoen tn. ffgiact ARE NR 


ACT! 3 is an ideal tool with powerful features for 


W ordprocessing 
Correspondence 


Free-format 
Wordprocessing 


Mailing Lists | 


BUSINESS Park 


a=! number, in the upper frame on 
the screen and further informa- 
tion in the lower frame. 

The lower frame itself has var- 
ious functions and data dis- 
plays that are accessed via tabs. 
Some of the options on offer 
here include a scrollable history 
list of actions, notes and attach- 
ments. 

You can also group together 
collections of contacts and the 
Group tab shows which group 
we a contact relates to. 

The User Fields tab lets you 

set up your own custom data 

fields. Adding and modifying these fields 

is done on the main screen. You do only 

get one page of user-defined fields 

though. It would have been nice to have 
multiple user-defined tabs too. 

Although fields other than those 
within the User Fields page are pretty 
much set, there is a good degree of 
choice on the user’s part as to how these 
set fields are laid out. 

Many pages allow you to add or re- 
move various columns so you can pretty 
much alter your database to how you 
want it to look. 

If you're looking for a way to maintain 


A 


a 
ah 


to sort everything out? Well, The 
Family Organiser claims to be just the 
tool for you. 
= It consists of a number of 
modules such as address 
book, vital information 
ea | manager, something called a 
social connections module 
and a simple wordprocessor. 
You also get a free T-shirt. 
El Mes 

The social connection 
module is rather strange. It 
claims to be useful for such 
situations as keeping track of 
who has met whom, when 
they met and how they got 


a contact database ACT! 3 certainly de- 
livers the goods. Group license is a little 
pricey though and, compared to 
Goldmine 3.2 (probably its closest rival), 
it does lack numerous features. — DE 


QuickMail Pro 


ACCORDING to CE Software, its 
QuickMail e-mail client boasts a user 
base of over two million. However, its 
lack of support for Internet protocols 
such as TCP/IP and POP3 (Post Office 
Protocol 3) was starting to make it some- 
what less appealing to the ever-increas- 
ing Internet community. 

Most major Internet service providers 
are beginning to provide POP3 e-mail 
facilities as standard and CE Software 
has recognised this. As a_ result 
QuickMail Pro allows connection 
through POP3 servers. It still works 
pretty much like its predecessor but is 
now able to handle background mail re- 
trieval. Client-side filtering is also avail- 
able but offers a somewhat limited 
choice of conditional rules. 

Address books are pretty much the 
same too. MessagePeek allows you to 
quickly preview the first few lines of a 


QuickMail Pro is a competent e-mail client 
but doesn’t offer significant advantages over 
Windows 95’s Exchange client 


on, which is apparently essential for 
getting the right mix at parties. 

Unfortunately, the whole program is 
marred by a poor interface design. It’s 
also written using FileMaker Pro and is 
extremely slow. 

Screen redraw is terribly sluggish 
when it comes to such things as 
simple interface buttons and forms. 
Even quitting the program takes 
around 10 seconds and this is ona 
P150 with 57Mb! - DE 


message by clicking on the header with 
the right mouse button. 

If your message contains any URLs, 
you can highlight the address and then 
select Launch URL from the edit menu. 
However, it would have been more ele- 
gant and consistent if you could right- 
click on the URL and have the Launch 
URL command in the resulting pop-up 
menu. 

QuickMail Pro also allows you to 
quickly check the spelling of your e-mail 
prior to sending the text thanks to its 
built-in spell-checking feature. 

For those of you who regularly send 
binary attachments with your e-mail, the 
program allows you to drag and drop file 
icons into the message composition win- 
dow where they are automatically at- 
tached to your e-mail. 

If you are a Windows 3.1 user, 
QuickMail Pro is a competent e-mail 
client. For Windows 95 users however, 
it’s difficult to see any real advantages 
QuickMail Pro (which is a 16-bit appli- 
cation) has over Windows 95’s built-in 
Exchange e-mail client. —- DE 


Tax ’97 


THE Inland Revenue’s new self-assess- 
ment regime will no doubt be a mine- 
field of potential problems for private in- 
dividuals and the self-employed who are 
affected by the new system. There are 
hefty fines for late or incorrect tax re- 
turns, but the real problem will probably 
be that of overpayment. 

It’s here that Tax 97 provides aid to 
help those new to the system avoid the 
aforementioned pitfalls. However, it’s no 
substitute for professional advice and 
you should always consult advisors in 
situations of unusual complexity. 

Tax 97 can tell you how much tax you 
have to pay. You can input your details of 
your income and allowances and it will 
automatically compute how much you 
need to cough up to the tax man. 

The program also contains an intro- 
duction to self-assessment providing you 
with tips on the documentation that you 
need to keep. It also has a self-assessment 
diary that tells you what you must do 
and when. 

If you are one of the millions of peo- 
ple affected by the self-assessment sys- 
tem, Tax ’97 is a low-cost tool to make 
your life a little easier. — DE 


WORKSHOP 


esheets 
® Lenawee ete 


; ‘System 99 
EDS thorn, twone? 


Norton Utilities 2 provides powerful diagnostic and 
repair tools that keep system problems at bay 


Norton Utilities 2 


NORTON Utilities 2 is a powerful suite of tools that will help 
you keep your PC in good condition. It offers powerful disk 
and file repair features as well as a host of other general 
system repair and maintenance facilities. 

Compared to the previous incarnation, which couldn't 
handle the new FAT32 file system found in the latest version 
of Windows 95, Norton Utilities 2 is a vast improvement, 
adding virus scanning and much improved registry editing 
facilities. 

The new Registry Tracker can record all changes made to 
the system registry file, acting either in the background or 
on demand. 

As well as editing the registry, you can also edit the 
SYSTEM.INI and WIN.INI files using the registry editor. In 
conjunction with the Registry Tracker, any changes you make 
to the registry can be easily undone should you mess things 
up. 
Another pretty smart feature available in the latest version 
is the Norton Companion program. This provides concise and 
clear technical details of disks, memory 
and Windows 95 in general. Norton Utilities 2 is an essential 
tool for those who 
are serious about 
keeping system 
problems at bay. — 
DE 


Enter a date for the transaction. Enter as dd/mm/yy. 


is 


Tax 97 can help make self-assessment just 
that little bit easier and less confusing 
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= CRENL _ Maximum Storage 


£350 + VAT 
(£411.25 
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Available 
Finishes 


Beech/B 


Cupboard & shelf 
Cupboard with- 
out shelf 

Foot rest 
Adjustable tilting 
work top 

CPU compartment 
Monitor shelf 
adjustable 


Black/BL 


Plug into the hottest home hardware 


JUST 17 


Expand your visual horizons with a 
huge selection of 17 inch monitors 


HANDFUL OF JOY 


Wiggle it you wrigglers! Sticks and pads 
of joy tested to the edge of destruction 


ardware 
ined and reviewed by 
our experts 
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gazing into a fishbowl? 
es just not enough? Andy 

y¥ checks out a selection of 17 
| inch monitors for your 
viewing pleasure 


ONITORS are as essential to PCs as the PC 

itself. Because most PCs come with a 

monitor thrown in, this can account for up to 
a third of the price of the system itself. As a result of 
this, monitors don’t tend to be changed all that often. 
Entry level models are now realistically set at the 15 
inch size, with the vast majority of new PCs coming 
supplied with these. In the past, 14 inch monitors 
were mostly prevalent, though they are becoming 
increasingly rare nowadays. 

Here at PC Home we reckon the optimum monitor 
size is 17 inches. Any bigger and you start tipping the price scale. Any 
smaller, and you simply aren’t getting the full effect your PC has been 
designed to deliver. Games take on a new dimension, your productivity is 
increased because you can fit more on screen and multimedia applications 
rival movies at the cinema (well, | exaggerate a little). 

When it comes to monitor size, bigger is better. However, once you reach a 
certain size point, are all monitors created equally? 


MultiSync M700 


NEC’s nod to the multimedia revolution is all here in this monitor, with built in 
speakers and microphone. In fact, this is a rather oddly shaped box, with a 
sort of large “Jimmy Hill” style chin which houses the multimedia extras and 
the controls which are on-screen menu based. 

The quality of this monitor’s picture quality is reasonable though surpassed 
by some of the other models. It was easy to get a clear and well aligned 
picture though, even in particularly troublesome high resolution modes. 

When it comes down to it, although 
it may seem convenient, the speakers HR (UhitCy 4s (em edits) 


weren't great either. This all in one Supplier | NEC 

option is certainly a little less than the Baypyevyiey-mm ele toe ler 10A10) 
sum of its components, and | would Price £715.58 
advise not going for a model with built 

in Speakers unless you’re really Rating > 4 


pushed for space. 
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HARDWARE 


MultiSync XV17+ 


THIS is the office equivalent of the M700, which basically means you 
lose the multimedia capability of the speakers and the microphone. 
The on-screen controls are identical (without the volume and mixing 
controls), but all the same criticisms apply really. 

There is an option to select a monitor that is close to this in 
Windows (well, it’s the same name without the plus sign) which is a 
bit better, but resolutions over 800X600 are still a little unsatisfactory 
in the picture quality department. 

If anything | think this is a better monitor, simply because it 
doesn’t rely on the gimmicky 
speakers of the other model. 

The picture is reasonably clear 
and easy enough to adjust, making 
it a reasonable monitor but it Price £616.50 


certainly isn t the best balance Rating oie ae ~te 
between price and performance. 


MULTISYNC XV17+ 
Supplier NEC 
I [-}[<Je) ale) acum Oley. tome 10-1046) 


Mazellan 
17PX 


THIS is a beauty of a monitor. 

The picture is pixel clear at 

resolutions up to 1200X1024 

pixels — no shadows on the 

screen of this monitor. Hansol 

is a relative newcomer to this 

country, but if production of nice 
monitors of this calibre continues 

then there’s no reason why it 

shouldn't become a name to 

remember. As a result, a price 

hasn’t been set for the monitor yet, 
making it difficult to compare. For your 
information, it costs $779 in the States, 
so keep your eye out for models when they 
make it over here soon. 

The controls for the on-screen menu, 
hidden behind a drop down panel, 
allow the regular adjustments, 
including geometry options like 
squeezing the middle and flaring the 
top and bottom (known as the 
pincushion) to help square up the 
screen in what is essentially a not 
quite flat screen, but there’s nothing 
too heavyweight in here. Not that it 
particularly needed it, as the technical 
tests | ran came out pretty near 
perfect. If, when pricing is finally 
confirmed for this monitor it compares 
favourably with the others on test here, 
it could quite easily earn itself an extra 
mark. 


Pro-Scan 
17SX 


THIS is the only monitor in this roundup that 
uses a whopping great rotary dial on the 
front to control the on-screen display. It’s 
one of the bigger resolution holders as well, 
letting you go up to an awesome 1600 by 
1200. Watch out for eye-strain as you have 
to peer in to view the tiny icons! 

Screen regulation (where bright areas 
deform a little) wasn’t quite perfect, but it 
outperformed some of the others in other 
areas So we can look over this a little. A fine 
monitor, particularly if you want that extra 
umph in the resolution department. 


4 oe id od 
Supplier Hansol 
Telephone 01276 418213 


PRO-SCAN 17SX 

Supplier — Microvitec 
Telephone 01274 390011 
Price £546.38 


Rating > >. > i 


Price £TBA 


Rating > >. i > 
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The Nokia 447 Xav. 
reating a sound environment. 


a / ae 
_ a 7 


BH 


447Xav 


17" monitor with Trinitron 


screen and audio options 


With its superb picture quality, the Nokia 447Xav is ideal for internet applications using graphics and animation. 

Add to that a unique level of sound quality (the subwoofer system provides a frequency response previously 
unavailable from a desktop monitor) together with an integrated microphone, and you surely have one of the best 
value monitors around. 

And it's not only easy on your pocket, but on your eyes too. The Trinitron tube will reduce eyestrain to a 
minimum and the TCO-95 standard underlines our commitment to both safety and the environment. 

The Nokia 447Xav. With outstanding ergonomics, superb design quality and prices from around £585 (plus VAT) 


you re looking at a sound investment. 


For further information and details of your local stockist 
call now on 01793 512809 or fax 01793 512815 


SagSTeD TESTe,, 


NOKIA 4 


CONNECTING PEOPLE 


Commended 


_ HARDWARE 


govision 730 TCO-S 


YET another multimedia monitor, though this one has speakers that 
leave a lot to be desired. The picture itself is clear and sharp, 
though there is a bit of a purity problem on the very edges of the 
model | looked at — darkness on the left and bright on the right. 
Again, this really isn’t incredibly noticeable, but on close inspection 
it’s the kind of thing that really shouldn't be there. 

The control is quite nifty, featuring a one button and a wheel 
combo to get to all the extra on-screen display options, which 
although it took me a while 
to sort out, what with being Ba-fey le) atime (ees 
allergic to manuals, Supplier — Taxan 
actually works really well. It Bapyevyeprem Owe mrtor lorie 
doesn’t absolve it for Price £515.83 
rubbish speakers and that 


impurity, but the price is Rating tk > *& 


reasonable. 


Mitac L1770HD 


THIS Mitac model produced a clear picture at all 
resolutions, except for its highest of 1280X1024, at which 
a little bit of blurring started to occur. The technical tests | 
performed showed slight problems in a few areas, but 
these were only slight, and featured in the difficult tests 
such as slight beam spread in the corners, slight colour 
convergence problems and screen regulation from bright 
to dark. 

The controls are fairly simple, again being an on-screen 
menu that doesn’t allow anything particularly technical, 
but should be enough to get a relatively decent picture. 


PanaSyne 
56 


THIS monitor features a standard cathode 
ray tube but with a special coating that 
should reduce glare, reflection and static, 
though it uses the standard shadow mask 
technique to focus its electron guns. 

The picture passes the technical tests, 
though | wasn’t completely convinced of the 
sharpness at the maximum resolutions, the 
colour is certainly vibrant and clear. It’s a 
very nice monitor and | would be proud to 
have one sitting on my desk. For what you 
get, the price is very good, making this a 
pretty smart option. 


ellis 


PANASYNC 5G 
Supplier Panasonic 
Telephone 0500 404041 


MITAC L1770HD 

Supplier Mitac 
Telephone 01952 207200 
Price £381.88 


Rating > > > 


Price £51573 


Rating > >. > > 
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Set Your 
Sights High 


Microvitec now brings its specialist monitor 


experience to the desktop PC market place 

18 years of producing sophisticated, high 
performance monitors for mission critical applications - 
aeronautical, medical, navigational, dealing room 


European integrated design and manufacturing plant 
8 ISO 9001 accredited 


microfilter 


<> First monitor to market with new microfilter tube 
<> Sets new standards in screen performance 


<> Dramatically improves brightness and contrast ratios 


Lock onto exceptional 
Performance 


© Stunning 1600 x 1200 @ 75 Hz VESA standard 
flicker free resolution, 1280 x 1024 @ 85 Hz (recommended) 

- 30-95 kHz horizontal, 45-160 Hz vertical frequency ranges 

- Ergonomic styling 

17” 0.24mm horizontal dot pitch microfilter tul NUTEX 

Rotary controls and comprehensive OSD 


<> 12 pre set and 20 user definable channels 
<> Plug and play (DDC 1/2B) 

<8 3 year warranty 

 VESA DPMS 


MICROVITEC 


Call now for your nearest reseller : Microvitec PLC. Bolling Road, Bradford, West Yorkshire. BD4 7TU_ Tel: 01274 225149 Fax: 01274 726866 


Web Site: http://www.microvitecplc.com email: volume@microvitec.co.uk 


All trademarks recognised *Estimated ex. VAT street price 


HARDWARE 


Microscan 5V 


ALTHOUGH perhaps a little less controllable than 
some of the other monitors, this model was very 
sharp and clear. The only problem | could find was 
that there was a slight discrepancy with the 
convergence of the blue gun, meaning that colour 
alignment was slightly awry. Because this is a 
problem that could potentially get worse over time, 
it’s a shame that there wasn’t a control on the 
monitor which could alter this directly. 

Also, the tube was not as flat as some of the other 
monitors, meaning that your eventual full screen size is 
going to be a little smaller. It’s still a nice size and the 
clarity was impressive at resolutions up to 1280X1024. 
For the price, which is at the lower end of the scale, the 
lack of features was more than made up for. 


MICROSCAN 5V 

Supplier ADI 

Telephone 0181-236 O801 
Price £572.13 


Hitachi 
CM620ET eee Pbanee Men Res Rent 


THIS monitor did very well in the technical 
tests. It performed nicely at all resolutions and 
has a menu system that is around the average 
sort of mark in terms of features, but is very 


clear and simple to use. HITACHI CM620ET 

It is another good performer at all Supplier Hitachi 
resolutions, though | thought the 1280X1024 Telephone 0181-849 2092 
was Starting to look a little bit pressured. On Price £485.28 


the whole however, it’s a clear and sharp image ee 
with a pretty standard design to it. The screen Rating > > > te > 
is perhaps not quite as flat as some of | ane 
the others but the picture quality is very 
good. Considering the price, this 
monitor comes heartily 

recommended. 


FlexScan 
F56 


| WAS pretty impressed with this clear, 
bright monitor until | realised the top 
set of pixels had been lopped off the 
screen. It wasn’t until | started testing 
it thoroughly that | noticed, but | could 
only retrieve them by reducing the 
screen size by about 25 per cent. Not 
an ideal situation. 

It’s ironic really, because everything 
else about the monitor is great. It had 
full controls over all the options 
available to you, it’s crystal clear and . 
all the tests that don’t rely on that top es 
row of pixels were good. But, loss of 
part of the screen is more than a little 
inexcusable, and the price is at the 
top end of the scale for your troubles. 


FLEXSCAN F56 
ho10] 6) 6) | [=] aa = 40) 
Telephone 01483 757118 


Price £/03:83 


Rating > > 
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= = _. = is a number of thin wires that run vertically. 
Tri n hage)y Vion hie) In order to keep these wires in line and unaffected by external 
electromagnetic fields, it is necessary to support them with two 
WHEN it comes down to it, monitors can be roughly pigeon holed into damping wires. These cast a shadow on the screen leaving the two 
two categories — those that use Trinitron technology and those that lines. 
don’t. Briefly, Trinitron is a type of cathode ray tube developed by Sony This is, in my opinion, the disadvantage. The advantage is that you 
in an attempt to increase the overall quality of their monitors, and is get slightly finer dot pitches (more on screen detail at very high 


now widely used by many manufacturers. resolutions) and brighter screens. It’s a matter of preference, but | 

You can tell a Trinitron monitor just by looking at it. On 17 inch think that the lines outweigh the increase in other areas. As a result, | 
monitors, you will see two faint lines across the screen. These are because this is a deliberate part of the technology I’ve sectioned off 
present because the Trinitron tubes use an aperture grille rather than these into a mini review of their own. However, please bear in mind that 
the usual shadow masking technology. The difference is that while | have knocked one mark off each monitor with this, because | don’t 
regular cathode ray tubes use shadow masks (metal plates with small like it. If you don’t mind it, simply add the mark back on to get a 
holes in) to direct the electron guns onto the screen, the aperture grille personalised score. 


Nokia 447Xav 


NO PRIZES for guessing that the “av” in this monitor’s 

moniker stands for audio visual. It’s another model with 

a built in speaker and microphone system. In actual fact 

| thought the speakers on this model were much better 

than those on the NEC model. Still not up to a nice 

meaty pair of proper speakers, but 

not a bad effort for monitor eee 

mounted jobbies. . 
This came with a 

driver that self 

installed and a 

monitor test that . 

makes setting up really 

easy. The downside of © 

all this is those visible 

lines again though, 

particularly when using 

applications with white 

screens. 


Multiscan 


l’'D heard excellent 
things about the Sony 
models, which were 
mostly justified. Full 
marks for supplying a 
driver disk, specifically to 
run under Windows 95 
(my commiserations go 
out to other OS users) 
which worked perfectly well. 

The picture was clear and bright, but the damper wire shadows 
came through quite strongly. The on-screen menu is 
comprehensive, which 
explains the increase in MULTISCAN 200SF 
price over the other Sony Supplier — Sony 
model and the quality of the IaryEVy Team OAc easwhoy Sia 


picture is good, except for yalet=) £586.33 
the Trinitron wires shadows, 


which | found to be Rating Ke *& 
significantly irritating. 


NOKIA 447XAV 

Supplier Nokia 
Telephone O1793 512809 
Price £6/5.63 


Rating > i > 


Diamond 
G7TXV 


THIS is another entry 
level model, though it’s 
a little bit out priced by 
some of the others. 

There is no denying 
how clear the screen is, 
and it’s reasonably 
easily adjustable. It 
doesn’t have quite the 
adjust options of some of 
the others, but | didn’t really 
need them anyway, even when fiddling 
with high resolutions. A really nice monitor, 
but those lines really get my goat. 


agen” 


Nokia 
447Xi1 


® HERE we find ourselves 
with a monitor that comes 
with the Trinitron lines 

across the screen. This does 

make the screen clear and bright, 

but the lines knock this advantage down in 

-. my opinion. 

In fact, | don’t think this monitor would win any beauty competitions 

anyway. The box is a bit two tone 

for my liking, and the control NOKIA 447XI 

functions take you through a Supplier. Nokia 

slightly complicated menu that Telephone 01793 512809 

can be a bit tricky to find your Price £587.49 

way around. It’s a reasonable 


quality monitor, | just hate those [Fs > a. 
lines. 


DIAMOND PRO 67TXV 
Supplier Mitsubishi — . 
Telephone O1707 278684 


Price £586.33 


Rating te >. > 
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Multiscan 
200sx 


ANOTHER aperture grill model with damping wires (See those 
shadows) this is lovely in almost every other respect, 
especially the price. The on-screen menu system doesn’t 
allow you to alter quite as much as you might want, and as a 
result | noticed a slight convergence of colours problem 
though it was only slight. The controls that are there, which 
mostly configure the size and shape of the working area are 
fine. 

The picture itself is bright and clear, though | thought the 
highest resolution was coming up a tad blurred. | still don’t 
think this ruins it 
more than those 
damping wire 
shadows though. This 
is a decent price for 
what you get, as long 
as you can cope with 
the shadows. 


MULTISCAN 200SX > 
Supplier Sony 
Telephone 01932 816417 


Price £499.38 


Rating >< >.< >< 


Pro 
871TXM 


NO SURPRISES for guessing 
that this too has what | am 
starting to consider to be the 


damper wire problem — two more 
lines across the screen. If | didn’t 
know about them by now, | think I’d 
be starting to think that there was 


something wrong with my eyes. 
Other than that this is 


another lovely clear monitor with 
fresh colours. It features slightly 


more controls than the other 
Mitsubishi model, though the 
buttons are the same — the 
on-screen display is slightly 
more complex and gives 
extra control over things like 
colours. Although you may 
notice slight discrepancies in 
quality of things like colour 
convergence in tests, in real 
terms these are barely 
noticeable to anyone but a 
graphics professional. This 
Pro 87TXM goes up to 
1280X1024 resolution but 
has a hefty price tag, 
especially considering the 
damper wires. 


Ergovision 750 TCO95 


THIS very reasonable monitor will go up to a 1600X1200 resolution. It comes 
with a comprehensive manual but no driver disks — up to date Windows 95 
drivers can be downloaded from the Web site (http: //www.taxan.co.uk) if you 
have access. | didn’t notice a grand scale of 
difference between setting it up this way and 
by using the recommended SuperVGA 1600 
by 1200 standard option. 
As with the other Trinitrons, this model 


had faint damper wires showing through onto 
the screen. They weren't as well defined as on 
the Sony but still very present. The menu 
system isn’t the best I’ve seen, though in 
@ theory you should only have to use that once. 
— = Nice enough, if it wasn’t for those shadows. 


ERGOVISION 750 TCO95 
Supplier Taxan 
Telephone 01344 484646 


£609.83 


i K& 


bh 


DIAMOND PRO 87TXM 
Supplier | Mitsubishi 
Telephone 01707 278684 
Price £827.33 


Rating >. oe. « 4 


Il can see 
clearly now 


| WAS flabbergasted at how many monitor 
aatelalelicleiael acl ecm atolVicmm ©)[Ulan) e\-comcolamaat—) 
Avalalieqelamantelalice)anccreialare)(ey-\Van i Menmmealom laters 
across it. | noticed these straight away, 
initially thinking they were faults. So | did a 
quick straw poll of the office monitors to 
see which models also had these damping 
wires on them. 

The only one | found was on a 15” 
Gateway badged monitor on Darren Evans’ 
desk. | pointed out the line to him and 
asked whether he found them annoying. 

“Er, | hadn’t, because | hadn’t noticed 
it,” he replied, “But | will do now.” I’m sure 
rdafelendatemaatelalicelamaarelalelicieveelccie-mVULIMUalial 
I'm being picky, but | simply wouldn't be 
happy with forking out in excess of £450 in 
order to have two lines obscuring my 
crystal clear monitor. 

As a result, | haven’t plumped for any of 
these. They have clearer displays and are 
perhaps a tad more brilliant in their fore) fe) 0] 4) 
rdafelammdatcmancelalice)ccmuar-)@ne(0)aimanUl-\omlemelee 
give me a Clear screen any day. 

So, as a result, these models have been 
marked down. When it comes down to it, 
there are no incredible differences between 
the monitors here so price is very 
important. | found little in the sub £550 
matealicelecmcomereyanle)r-liamce level eure lam me carcllAly 
Pelelala an calla) @relal (elaremel oy4e-e lam Comelacomeli 
these cheaper models is going to be 
disappointed. 
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HERE are so many joysticks and joypads on the market at the moment that 
any attempt at purchasing one rapidly dissolves into a lottery draw. So, 
instead of fumbling around in the dark, compare their vital statistics with our 


all time favourite Top Trumps method. One day, all consumer roundups will be 
presented in this manner. 


Shuffle the deck, deal out the cards and 
check Andy Shaw’s sleeves for aces in this 
special interactive game controller 
roundup 


___H Headphones and attac 
a ‘in Y splitter 


____Milcrosoft Sidewinder 0 ____CH Products F-16 Fiightstick CH Products F-16 Combatstick _ 

EO t Sidewinder Gamepad 54.95 Seon eS 789.95. __ Dimensional Services: 01844 345406 

No of Buttons 0181-242 4100 No of Buttons 4 No of Buttons ; 

NoofButtons 

Features 8 Features T cakes ¢(2) 

foes 

a Ergonomics 4 Ergonomics : 
uild Quality Build Quality 4 Build Quality 

Overall 5 Overall te te te te Overall pe te te te te 


Fe he he she te 
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FEATURE 


£24.99 
Products No of Butt 01285 642211 

£22 95 = Dimensional Services: 01844 = — CSE 
No of Buttons Ergonomics THA(2) 
eee ee | = Quality ; 
Buld Quay KEK £69.99 01285 642014 sles 
Overall No of Buttons 9 

Features CTRP 

Ergonomics 5 

Build Quality 4 

Overall te te he te 


Wis bys Ker 
Primax Firestorm 91235 546020 


Saltek X8-30 £24.99 4 
£39,99 0171-278 0050 No . Buttons CT 
S 

Noda zy Saltok MX-631M Mogapad Xu SS ieee 
Ergonomics 4 No of Buttons 0171-278 0050 Build Quality tek koe 
Build Quality 5 ——< Overall 
Overall te te te tes Ergonomics A(6) 

Build Quality 2 

Overall 


Kee Se 


Seba 


— ce £13.99 c 3 PC SwiftPad 

—S ed banc Spectravideo: 0184-900 0024 
___Primax Infrared Gamepat 3 PC PowerPad ae 
£19,99 each ot 36.99 fortwo r 10.99 —_—_—‘Spectavideo: 0181-900 0024 Buld Quay 3 
No of Buttons NoofButtons Overall 4 
Features a Features CY . ? - 
Ergonomics n Ergonomics 4 ; 
Build Quality re Build Quality 3 
Overall 7 Overall tote te 
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Logie 3 PC SprintPad 


£12.99 Spectravideo: 0181-900 a 
WO ee S”—COE 
No of Buttons rc 
Features 
Ergonomics | ; 
Build Quality _ 
Overall pe te te 


c 3 PC Strike 
£9.99 Spectravideo: 0181-900 0024 
No of Buttons 2 
Features A(2) 
Ergonomics 1 
Build Quality | 


Logic 3 PC Charger 
ideo: 0184-900 0024 
£24.99 Spectravideo: 0 ; 


No of Buttons ma 
Features 
Ergonomics ; 
Overall 
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¢ 3 PC MasterPad 


£15.99 Spectravideo: 0181-900 0024 
No of Buttons 8 
Features SA(6) 
Ergonomics 3 
Build Quality 2 
Overall Da tee tee veh 


£19.99 C 3 PC Invader 


Features =—--_______ 4 
Ergonomics Ala) 
Build Quality 2 


£29.99 Spectravideo: 0181-900 0024 
No of Buttons 4 
Features TRCA(4) 
Ergonomics 2 
Build Quality 2 
Overall Pe te she we ie 


ce 3 
£14.99 PC : 


> a 
Ergonomics. —________ Al). 
Build Quality __.-.-------________2 
—<—o——— 


Logic 3 Tornado PC 
Spectravideo: 0181-900 0024 
£12.99 , 


No of Buttons . 
Features 


Ergoomies 
Build Quality ae sr ee 
Overall a 


£49,99 Ll Extreme 

No of Buttons 4306 734300. 
aaa 
MV,€, ——_—_—_____.__ or 
Build Quality ..--------______ § 
Overall KEE 


FEATURE . 


| £19.99 Killer Cobra 
Logitech nderpad Digital —_ No of 04376 501146 
£94.99 a 01306 as / ae | 
No of Buttons oe Egomnieg 
Features >= ‘Se Build Quality ; 
Overall KAEKK No of Buttons 10 
Features Y 
Ergonomics 3 
Build Quality 5 
Overall te tee tee tee i 


os 0181-365 1993 
1 ene 


Trust Predator £17.99 
£29,99 01376 501146 No of Buttons 
Trust . ee ee: | 
ee £12.99 100 Plus cans 3 
Ergonomics 4 No of Buttons 01376 501146 Build Quality Se fe te te He 
Build Quality 3 Features 4 Overall 
Overall te tet . Ergonomics A 
Build Quality é 
Overall ; 2 


Bea 


, 75555 Microsoft Sidewinder Pro 3D 
eae No of Buttons ee ” 
i Ick sh ot Warrior Features 
= 0181-365 1993 ____Quickshot Skymaster__ Ergonomics TRC 

£19.99 r = 0181-365 is Build Quality 3 
No of Buttons 0 of Buttons Overall 4 
Features wa Features CT De the te te 
ceemig—— 
Build Quality ee 
er aad Overall te te te 
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cA cut above the 


CCS UPDATE JUNE 97 

This Month we see the 12x Toshiba CD-ROM as standard across 
all systems. This CD-ROM has been receiving excellent write 
ups in the press and we are glad to make it part of our 97 range. 
Also we are looking at stocking the new AMD K6 processors. If 


you are interested in the chips please give our sales team a ring. OTT ie 

Thanks for now see you next month...:) j i 1 49 
Prices include VAT 

Entra 97 Explorer 97 Extreme 97 Gamer 97 


¢ Intel Triton 430 HX Chipset ¢ Intel Triton 430 HX Chipset « Intel Triton 430 HX Chipset ¢ Intel Triton 430 HX Chipset 

°16Mb Fast EDO Ram ¢ 32Mb Fast EDO Ram ¢ 32Mb Fast EDO Ram ¢ 32Mb Fast EDO Ram 

¢ 312Kb Pipeline Cache ¢ 312Kb Pipeline Cache ¢ $12Kb Pipeline Cache ¢ 312Kb Pipeline Cache 

¢2Mb 64bit Graphics Card = * 2Mb 64bit Graphics Card = * 4Mb S3D Graphics Card ¢ 4Mb mystique Graphics Card 
¢ 4.3Gb EIDE Hard Drive ¢ 4.3Gb EIDE Hard Drive ¢ 4.3Gb EIDE Hard Drive ¢ 4.3Gb EIDE Hard Drive 

¢ 12X Toshiba CD ROM Drive ¢ 12X Toshiba CD ROM Drive ¢ 12X Toshiba CD ROM Drive « 12X Toshiba CD ROM Drive 
¢ 15” FST Digital Monitor ¢ 15” FST Digital Monitor ¢ 15” FST Digital Monitor ¢ 15” FST Digital Monitor 

¢ Mini Tower or Desktop Case ¢ Mini Tower or Desktop Case ¢ Mini Tower or Desktop Case * Mini Tower or Desktop Case 
¢ Wavetable 32 Sound Card —* Wavetable 32 Sound Card —* Wavetable 32 Sound Card —* Wavetable 32 Sound Card 


Jere 


est 


¢ Soundwave 40 Speakers ¢ Soundwave 40 Speakers ¢ Soundwave 40 Speakers ¢ Soundwave 40 Speakers 
¢ Win 95 Pro Keyboard ° 33,600 Super Flux Modem —=* 33,600 Super Flux Modem __* 33,600 Super Flux Modem 
¢ Mouse and Mouse Mat ¢ Win 95 Pro Keyboard ¢ Win 95 Pro Keyboard ¢ Win 95 Pro Keyboard 
¢ Windows 95 v2 ¢ Mouse and Mouse Mat ¢ Mouse and Mouse Mat * Mouse and Mouse Mat 
°5 Year Warranty ¢ Windows 95 v2 ° Windows 95 v2 & Bundle A * Windows 95 v2 
¢5 Year Warranty °5 Year Warranty °35 Year Warranty 
¢ INTERNET READY ° INTERNET READY ° INTERNET READY 


Cyrix Cyrix Cyrix Cyrix 
£1209\riaa" £1239 


We will tailor systems to your requirements 


Software Bundle A consists of MS Works 95 and MS Money, MS Entertainment Pack, Infopedia, 
BlockBuster Video Guide & Quicken SE. Other bonus CD’s added like 3D GAMES and Childrens Software. 


Sales HOTLINE 01633 430 995 


Credit Cards The Firs, 8 The High Street 


Caerleon, NP6 LAG 
Accepted Fax 01633 430 996 


All the latest hardware, from ! 
PCs to all sorts of peripherals, 
reviewed and rated for your perusal » 


Agfa SnapScan 


THE SnapScan is Agfa’s entry-level solution for those looking for 
an affordable scanner that offers good quality images. It’s a 24-bit 
affair with an optical resolution of 300x600 dpi and will set you back 
just £199. 

It’s also a SCSI device and comes with an Adaptec 1502AP SCSI 
adapter card. This caused a problem for me due to the fact that | already 
have a SCSI adapter in my PC and the 50-way centronics to 25-way SCSI 
cable was inappropriate for the mini SCSI socket on my NCR 815. 

Hardly a disaster, but other SCSI-based PC owners with SCSI adapters 
that don’t have a 25-way socket will need to buy a replacement cable 
(make sure it’s long enough). Other than this inconvenience, installation 
was a Snap (pun intended) with Windows 95 automatically detecting the 
scanner and installing the driver for it. 

Unlike other low-cost scanners, the SnapScan is a single-pass model. 
This means that the scanning CCD grabs all three colours (red, green and 
blue) from the image in one sweep. Obviously, this is a slightly faster 
process than multiple-pass scanners that sweep the image for each 
separate colour. 

For situations where you are scanning bulky material, such as thick 
books, the lid is easily removed. Quite handy. 

There’s also an impressive software bundle. FotoSnap and FotoLook are 
two TWAIN compatible scanning drivers which allow you to use your 
scanner with any graphics applications that supports TWAIN devices, such 
as Photoshop. 

FotoSnap is the simplest of the two whereas FotoLook is for advanced 
users. Also bundled is Ulead’s Photolmpact 3.0SE, an impressive image 
editing product. | 

Agfa’s SnapScan is a good value for money, fast and easy-to-use 
scanner that should be high on your shopping list. - DE 


GRAFIXSTAR 450 

Supplier VideoLogic 

Telephone 01923 260511 
note Rey RRP 


£~007 


Rating 


~ ee] 
ian 


HARDWARE 


AGFA SNAPSCAN 

S10] 6) 6) | [=] Maa SAK 

Telephone 0181-231 4120 
ata £199 


Rating i i ie i 7 


GrafixStar 450 


3-D graphics accelerators are proliferating all over the place and 
the current crops on offer are all priced from £150 onwards. The 
GrafixStar 450 however, is VideoLogic’s low-cost entry level 
solution and will only set you back a mere £85. 

Onboard this diminutively priced piece of 3-D hardware you'll find 
2Mb of EDO ram, expandable to 4Mb for those who like big 
resolutions and millions of colours. The 3-D wizardry is handled by 
a 64-bit S3 Virge chip which offers standard 3-D hardware features 
such as texture mapping, perspective correction, bi and trilinear 
filtering as well as MIP mapping to make all those in-game textures 
look awfully nice when viewed close-up. Oh, and the GrafixStar 450 
is a 2-D/3-D hybrid card so it will also act as your Windows 
accelerator. 

You also get quite a nice software bundle. There’s a game pack 
featuring 3-D accelerated versions of Havoc, Actua Soccer and also 
a partial version of Terminal Velocity. 

My main criticism is that the VESA version is 1.2, which causes 
problems with quite a few modern games that require VESA 2.0. It 
often requires a software fix using Scitech Display Doctor, which 
game vendors usually provide. 

There’s also three multimedia graphics packages from Prolab in 
the pack. ImageFolio is a multimedia image processing application, 
VideoWork is a video capturing, editing and playback 
package and finally there’s MediaScope, 
a three-in-one multimedia CD 
ge player for media, music and MPEG 
CDs. 

mm a Performance-wise, the GrafixStar 
Diets §=6of fered average gains in the 3-D 
| department with good 2-D 
capabilities under Windows. For only 
£85, the GrafixStar 450 offers good 
, value for money and is worth checking 
eM ® out if you’re looking for a low-cost entry 
—— fm to the wonderful world of accelerated 
ty: 3-D gaming. — DE 
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Home Movie System 


HOME video editing is fast becoming very popular thanks to the release of low-cost 
video editing hardware and software from such companies as miro and Fast. 

Now, complete PC systems are appearing which offer video editing hardware for 
those who enjoy sprucing up their home videos the digital way. The Home Movie 
System from The Electric Scribe Company is one such system and 

is aimed squarely at the home video editing enthusiast. 

Inside you'll find a speedy P166 with 32Mb of ram, a hefty 
2.5Gb hard disk and an eight speed CD-Rom, all housed in a 
midi tower case. You also get a Sony Trinitron 15in monitor to 
view all your editing actions. 

The Home Movie System is based around the miro DC10 video 
editing system. The editing software is MediaStudio 2.5 Video 
Edition from Ulead which is bundled as standard with the miro 
DC10. 

Connecting video equipment is achieved through composite or 
S-Video inputs at the rear of the PC. Audio is supplied by a 

Creative Labs AWE 32. 
Speakers were also supplied in the 
package but they are somewhat simplistic 
offering only 4W output power, so | suggest 
you make use of your hi-fi if present. 

Overall, for simple non-linear video 
editing, the Home Movie System is OK for 
those wanting a ready-built PC. The 

software bundle could have been 
more comprehensive though 
despite the pretty good Ulead 
video editing package. Video 
leads would have been a bonus 
too. — DE 


Y, 


| HOME MOVIE SYSTEM 
| Supplier The Electric Scribe Co. 
Telephone 01224 591779 


petttce: 


Orchid Righteous 3D 


IN this day and age of super machine intensive 3-D graphics, accelerator cards are 
becoming understandably popular. A couple of big names have made their entrance 
onto this scene lately, and one of them is Orchid, with its Righteous attitude. 
The card itself is half length and simple to install — it’s a matter of slotting it into 
a PCI slot next to your graphics card and connecting the two together with a pass- 
through cable. You connect your monitor directly to the Righteous. 
Driver installation is similarly painless, and the Orchid drivers along 7 | ORCHID RIGHTEOUS 3D 
with the latest version of Direct X (4.03 in this case) were on my hard | YU] 6) 0) | [=] ©) 401 010 
drive in a matter of minutes. It was then | had a a F, | Telephone 01256 479898 
few problems. Trying to run any Direct 3D 
application caused my machine to lock up, though it 
worked fine with the Fatal Racing demo under Dos. 
A visit to the Orchid Web site it revealed that the _// (sisal imaildae 1 1. 5 Sg rere 
S3 868 chipset on my Diamond Stealth was the a fii A Fy © Bt gs ES é 
cause of the trouble, as the memory address it / jy ens resets PN itl io) Es 
was using was conflicting with the Righteous. | Y's.” fi Pe ss Aca 
A quick patch download, a few modifications to //#% Mae! Po * 2 Wy FX: : PALLET TT Ppt 
my AUTOEXEC.BAT file and the card worked films Paes ORCS Eee ae q 3 z Gs 
perfectly. What a dream. The demos look //a iimuncumes Ce i eer | Be ee Foti 
awesome and were really smooth on my P100 CT. weenie oe pts es SE Pale 4 =e = RET TT 
| based system. | MEL ize rs: ee 
GLQuake, the specially enhanced 3dFX_ ae e 5 iy: 882 Js Pipe irs + ZS 
Quake (the Righteous is a 3dFX based itt 
card) looked the absolute business too, 
but more importantly its frame rate test hee) 4) oe ig ae ” Dm ET itecee. 
gave some indication of the speed i oy, ». 1 6/| See oe ee” fs | Cet te 
increase my system had got from the : 
Righteous. In 640x480 SVGA, the ey Fé; =e VERT :. 
frame rate had increased to 24.9 Aa fe. * her2t) gp Ge-B- 200; je. < Wf PO Ae 
fos, from 9.7. Very, very impressive — 7 | 
stuff. - DA 
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This little box makes 


s your PC, 
VCR and 


Camcorder 
an award 
winning 
editing 
facility. 


What you make of your videos is up to you. 


Turning great scenes into great video 
means editing, adding titles, transitions, 
effects and even voice-overs. Easy for 
professionals with a fortune in dedicated 
equipment, you may say. But now for the 
first time this kind of power is available 

to those filming on vacation rather than the studios at Pinewood. The kind of power that won 

Pinnacle Systems an Emmy award for special effects technology. Introducing VideoDirector Studio 

200"—the first video editing and special effects tool that gives you professional results at amateur 

prices. It works with the equipment you already own—a £290 

camcorder, a VCR and a Windows-based PC —to allow you | , Including VAT 

to edit and add special effects, titles and voice-overs to your | “ 

best videos. No boards to install or complicated digitising. 

For only £290 (inclusive of VAT) you can make the kind of 

videos you used to have to form a limited partnership to get. 

Call 0118 9814 230 or fax 0118 9814 222 today to find a dealer near you. 


‘\ effects technology. 


stems THE WORLD’S EASIEST VIDEO EDITOR 


pinnacle ¥ideoDirector —_— WORLD 
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Video Phone Upgrade Kit 


VIDEO PHONE UPGRADE KIT VIDEO conferencing is one of those things that seems like a really fantastic idea 
Supplier Aztech until you realise that PUnenae Ine and setting up the system might be a little | 
Telephone 01734 820840 expensive. Obviously, you've got to get a video camera, some way of attaching it to 
RRP £279.95 your PC, a connection to a phone line and someone else to talk to. 
Previously, you would have had to gather these parts together yourself before 
Rating > a. a. oe. « working out how they all connect, but this upgrade kit cleverly 
supplies everything you need short of the modem and the 
person to communicate with. It bundles a 640x480 
resolution 16million colour camera with a built in 
= microphone, a TV card to connect this to (which 
Full Power Multimedia needs to be attached to your graphics card via a 
regular feature connector) and the software to run it 
3 im _ \ 7 all. Incidentally, the TV card is fully functional and will 
© With afull-duptex sound card and a rriL IT, A TCL also let you watch broadcasts on your PC. 


28.8kbps or higher speed modem i : “i j j 
your sysi3m, you can turn your PC into a | | ( " VJ You can use the video phone across a normal 


desktop: ideo conferencing unit, by 


—<_ | a ——— wo telephone line, but the real functionality comes when you 

© An H.324 compton solution and J \I PF —_ use the Internet. Depending on your service provider, you 
lynet t # | j f Fa . . ° 

Sslagianh es, Stach VisesPaee | __ ii . should be able to use the video phone internationally for the 

ec : Hinli/n | in price of a local call, though obviously this depends on how 
@ Cost-otfactive communications option for j } | j , AF i A ul you connect to the Web. 

both regular phone lines. The POTS . i ' j 

(plain olf Telephone System) - based 


ap pat oenpmaisenpamnecnh naa Sf rae fF Maud on This is one of those things that you really need another 


international video conferencing can be 


canductid via the {nternet at local eat om 1 o person with one to use properly. | cold called a few people who | 


charges 


© High-resstution image capture with a found on a Web site but they were a little bit strange to say the 


desktop Gamera and a video capture 


card) least, pointing their cameras at everywhere but their faces. The 


@ Fran but Hing of MS internet Explorer 


3.0 with RetMeating software ensures mt system is compliant with the H.324 standard so should work with 
cones ad PY Bais anyone else’s video phones that also comply. . 
gui Mag Cts If you can persuade someone else to buy one, it 
works remarkably well. It’s a little complicated to 
set-up, not least of all because each item of 
equipment in the box comes with its own 
manual and there are lots of 
connections to be made. Once it’s 
going though, the software is 
simple, the picture is clear and the 
transfer of audio and video over the 
a Web is quite reasonable. If you have 
/ friends or relatives you can 
. communicate with, this is a good set- 
up with decent components that does the 
j job rather well. — AS 


inter! 


[ pxrawise coro Datawise CD-Pro 


Supplier ©Memory Technology 
Telephone 0118-977 1588 THERE are a number of reasons why you might need an external CD-Rom drive. 
RRP £210.33 Perhaps you don’t have any spare drive bays. Maybe you have a laptop from 
rer errs «= OC TOre the days when built-in CD-Rom drives were common. You might even 
*& i i *& need two CD-Rom drives for some reason, or do you find installing internal 
', pieces of equipment a bit worrying? 

oe oF N Whatever your motive, this particular piece of kit is easy to install. It’s an 

oS : : >. 8-speed drive which connects to your PC via the parallel port, with the parallel 

oe : cable that comes supplied. This alone almost made me fall off my chair — in my 
> experience I’ve only come across a couple of parallel products that bother to 
bundle the required cable. 

The back of the machine comes with a parallel out port, which 

enables you to attach a printer in a chain configuration. Install the 
« ‘driver software from the disk (1 needed the Windows 95 CD-Rom 
too) and you’re away. The installation instructions are really well laid 
out and make hooking the thing up a breeze. 

The drive works as you would expect a standard 8-speed CD-Rom 
device to. Your computer assigns it a letter which works through both 
Dos and Windows. If this is a second CD-Rom drive on your system, for 
whatever reason, then this works fine too. 

| was impressed with the overall ease of setup. CD-Rom drives have never 
been the most complicated of upgrades, especially since most popular models 
can be driven from a sound card, but this brings the complication factor down 
to zero. For mobile users without a CD or those who aren’t particular about 
getting all their peripherals installed internally, this is a rather neat option — AS 


Rating 


HARDWARE 


MMS-702 Speakers 


THERE are so many different pairs of speakers specifically designed 
to support your PC on the market now that making any kind of choice 

is distinctly problematic. Most people will probably have amplified 
speakers which were bundled with their machines when they / 
bought it and won’t have thought twice about al THLE 


ya) oe 


replacing them. ences Boonen Ba 
If you’re thinking of this particularly easy upgrade _ tee x eno 
though, these are a nice pair of affordable speakers 
that have, as they say, a gimmick. This comes in the 
form of a Super Bass knob as well as the usual power 
button and volume knob. This allows for boomy deep © Arr 5 | Sostnestts 
bass effects — if you listen to repetitive drum beat type eee tonkcess soseeetts, : it 
music while working on your spreadsheet or play games er 
with lots of bass explosions (insert this issue’s 
hundredth Quake mention here) then a bass boost will 
probably really tickle you. © 
In a way, | suppose this is a bit like a cheap way of : 
getting a similar effect to a sub-woofer. Although this won’t. 
get your desktop throbbing with bass rhythms, it does give a 
pretty good impression of space, with a cranked up bass / 
providing deep resounding sound even when the 
volume is low. 
Considering that your average sub-woofer system is going to 
cost upwards of £50, these speakers are a very viable budget. 
option. You don’t get the bass 
power of a more expensive Miah ordre) a (se 
system, but you do get a more [RS/eeiae RS MAUI tleat rele 
affordable if less powerful Mtecfelalelgleeeksi0 len cls lem Cleves, 
alternative. —- AS figdads £24.99 
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Sony DSC-F1 


UNABLE to quite make it into last month’s digital camera round up, Sony 

sent us this little beauty for a somewhat belated review this month. 

This tiny camera is big in terms of features. Its deceptive exterior 

houses 4Mb of ram which will hold up to 108 pictures at a 

640x480 resolution. This is at the greatest level of JPEG 

7 ff compression — there is a standard mode (58 pictures) and a fine 

/ mode (30 pictures) too, which obviously lets the camera hold fewer 
images but they aren’t as harshly compressed. 
For such a small camera it has a lot of options on the actual 
device — the software is just used to transfer the images from the 
unit to the PC. The most obvious groovy extras are the LCD screen 
on the back which updates in real time showing you the picture you're 
about to take. The lens will rotate 180 degrees too, enabling you to 
take pictures of yourself. 
The display is surrounded by buttons allowing you to simply improve 

the pictures you’re taking using flash, a self timer and the like. 

This is further enhanced with a menu system that uses a 
combined wheel and button type affair as seen on the 
Microsoft IntelliMouse. This suits the design perfectly and 
gives access to a load of further options, taking their 
names from more conventional camera techniques such 
as shutter speed and level of exposure. 

There’s no denying that this is a beautifully designed 
camera. For the more experienced photographer it gives a 
lot more control over the picture from the start, without 
necessarily having to go into an image processor. Having 
said this, the final quality is not significantly better than 
some cheaper 
models, and the 
extra control doesn’t 
quite justify the 
steep price. — AS 


SONY DSC-F1 
Supplier Sony 
Telephone 01932 816000 


RRP £699.13 


Rating > > > 
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Choose 650MB of anything you want 
& have it copied to CD for only £13.99 


Fed up with wasting good money on commercial CDs only to find they contain material you neither 
want nor will ever use? Then why not have a Compact Disk made to your own specifications 
containing precisely the software YOU want. Pick 650MB of absolutely anything from our MASSIVE 
range regardless of its content for a Bargain Price of £13.99. We don’t charge for individual 
programs and there are no hidden extras. There are simply Gigabytes of software to choose from 
_ Jincluding all the latest Win 3.x and Win 95 programs, utilities, applications and Internet. Choose 
from over 30,000 professional fully scaleable COLOUR Clip Art images in over 125 ‘themed’ 
Categories and over 5,200 Windows True Type Fonts. Thousands of stunning excellent quality full 
colour high resolution Gif images covering everything from science fiction, jet fighters and wildlife 
to highly sought after adult material. Our pure adults only CDs are an unbeatable £12.99 each. 
Every image is hand chosen to ensure you only get the finest quality material on the market today. 
Each CD is created and dispatched within 24 hours of receiving your order. As professional Graphic 
Designers, our Graphics and Clip Art range is one of the finest in the UK (that’s no lie) and is very 
popular with both the home user and the business user wishing to do their own high quality Desk 
Top Publishing. Whether your putting together a CD for you and the kids or running your own 
business, we can cater for your individual needs. The beauty of our system is that you only choose 
what is applicable to you and don’t fill your CD with irrelevant material that would otherwise lead to 
wastage. You simply pick your own preferences from our huge library and leave the rest up to us. 
Our Pic ‘n’ Mix service will result in your obtaining one of the finest and most useful CD ROMS in 
your entire collection. If you dislike paying for expensive shareware floppy disks or resent blindly 
ordering those lucky-dip CDs that proliferate the market, then ask for our FREE Catalogue. 


Give us a Call 
& save money 


For our 2.x Disk Catalogue with image samples and free software on our unique 
Customise CD ROM Service write or phone for details 9am/7.45pm: 01302 783849 


Vector Graphics, Ground Floor, 2 Breydon Avenue, Cusworth Lane, Doncaster, DN5 8LA 
- a i) a 


e . 
Printer Ribbons 

BLACK loff 2+ 5+ 10+ BLACK loff 2+ 5+ 10+ 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 2.80 2.65 2.45 2.25 Panasonic KXP1123/1124/1140 3.46 3.31 3.11 2.91 
Amstrad DMP 4000 3.66 3.51 3.31 3.11 Panasonic KXP1080/1180/90/1592 2.89 2.74 2.54 2.34 
Amstrad PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 2.85 2.70 2.50 2.30 Panasonic KXP2123/2180 4.95 4.80 4.60 4.40 
Brother M1009/1024/1109/1209 3.90 3.75 3.55 3.35 Seikosha SL90/92/95 5.70 5.55 5.35 5.15 
Citizen 120D/LSP10/Swift 24/9 2.85 2.70 2.50 2.30 Star LC10/20/100 2.29 2.14 1.94 1.84 
Commodore MPS 1220/1230 4.50 4.35 4.15 3.95 Star LC200 3.00 2.85 2.65 2.45 
Epson LQ100 410 3.95 3.75 3.55 Star LC24-10/200 2.86 2.71 2.51 2.31 
Epson LQ200/400/500/800/850 3.45 3.30 3.10 2.90 COLOUR loff 2+ 5+ 10+ 
Epson FX/MX/RX80/FX/LX800 2.90 2.75 2.55 2.35 Citizen Swift 24 11.95 11.80 11.60 11.20 
Epson LX80/86/90 Miz 1.97 1.77 1.67 Panasonic KXP2123/2180 10.63 10.48 10.28 9.88 
Mannesmann Tally 80/81 3.90 3.75 3.55 3.35 Star LC10/20/100 6.00 5.85 5.65 5.25 
NEC Pinwriter P2200 3.03 2.88 2.68 2.48 Star LC200 9.78 9.63 9.43 9.03 
OKI ML182/183/192/193/195 Rian 3.02 2.82 2.62 Star LC24-10/200 9.63 9.48 9.28 8.88 


These are just a small selection of our Ribbons — Ring for those not listed 
Ring us and WE WILL BEAT all other Ribbon prices 


34" Disks & Disk Boxes Inkjet/Bubblejet Cartridges 


Bulk Branded Canon BJ-10/10ex/20 Cartrid a ‘a che 
anon - ie artriage ls le . 
DD HD DD _ HD _ CommodoreBJC 4000 Black Refill 7.00 6.80 6.60 
10 Disks pt) £6 £6 £9 Canon BJC 4000 Colour Refill 11.00 10.80 10.60 
25 Disks £10 11 i* _ Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 10.80 10.60 10.40 
HP D’jet 500 Series Black Cartridge 21.00 20.80 20.60 
50 Disks £16 £18 = =6£24 =£36 HP D’jet 500 Series Tri-Colour Cart. 22.50 22.30 22.10 
100 Disks £29 £33 £41 £66  HPThinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge 10.80 10.60 10.40 
250 Disks £65 £76 £96 £153 Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 
500 Disks £125 £148 £187 £288 Apple Stylewriter 8.50 for 2 x 20ml Refills 


Canon BJ 10/10ex/20 
Canon BJ 200/230 

Epson Stylus 400/800/1000 
Epson Stylus Colour Black 


8.50 for 2 x 20m! Refills 
8.50 for 2 x 20ml Refills 
8.50 for 2 x 20ml Refills 
8.00 for 2 x 12ml Refills 


All Disks Certified 100% Error Free 
& INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


Lockable 3%,'' Boxes/Draws Other Boxes & Wallets 


100 Capacity Box Op Boxes 1.50 Epson Stylus Colour Colour 10.50 for 9ml of each Col 
le aecees ra eed 32" 6 Cap Boxes 3.99 HP D’jet 500 Series Black —_‘11.00 for 2 x 40ml Refills 
iii lgianiel eaenui r f ble CD Drawers HP D’jet 500 Series Tri-Col 12.00 for 12ml of each Col 

30 Capacity 16.99 Star SJ48 8.50 for 2 x 20ml Refills 


Various Dust Covers available from £3.99 Ring For Cartridges & Refills not listed 


Normal UK Delivery £2.00, Next Day £7.50 
Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17 4%) 


01543 AUST Ring us oe send cheques to: 01543 250377 
-_ wl Associates Ltd, Dept 530, Owl House, 


5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 
E & OE 


Official Government & Educational orders welcome 


STRANGEWAYS 
0394 YO?040 


THE MOTHER OF ALL EBS’S 


62,000 Programs On-Line Live On-Line Chat 

Gigs of Glamour Pics Easy to use system 
Games, Business, Pleasure — Exclusive On-Line CDs 
Speeds up to 34,400 MNP5__—No Boring Questionnaires 


C.D. INTERNATIONAL, P.O. BOX 107, MANCHESTER M7 3W2Z 


CALLS CHARGED AT 45p PER MIN CHEAP RATE, 50p PER MINUTE ALL OTHER TIMES. 


Solar Flare Bulletin Board 


Off Line Strategy Game Specialists 


0181-744-2829 


The complete Multimedia BBS Experience 
Using Power BBS Software 

Easy to use Point and Click Screens 

Play Dragon Sword, Graphic version of Lord. 
At least 8 On-Line Casino Games. 

Off-Line strategy with VGA Planets and Stars. 
Forums, Chat Rooms and much more. 
Minimum Connect Speed 14,400 

Free Windows GUI Interface on Ist sei In. 


REAL oe rT _ _ ce 


EXTERNAL CD ROM DRIVE| JOMEGA ZIP DRIVE 
Quad Speed. Attaches to parallel port | Internal........ £119 + VAT = £139.83 


£109 + VAT = £128.08 | 100Mb Disk .....£12 + VAT = £14.10 


CD WRITER KIT 


Panasonic Philips 


QUAD READ/TWO WRITE KIT SIX READ/TWO WRITE KIT 
complete with SCSI CARD & Software — complete with SCSI CARD & Software — 


£349 inc. VAT & Delivery £359 inc. VAT & Delivery 
BLANK CDs from £3.45 each 


Cost Each Total-inc VAT & Del. 
£3.90 + VAT = £4.81 £29.00 
£3.65 + VAT = £4.29 £49.90 
£3.40 + VAT =£4.00 £207.00 
£3.25 +VAT=£3.82 £394.00 


BUILD YOUR OWN PC IN 12 EASY STEPS 


NEW REVISED EDITION. Easy to read format, step by step instruction guide to 
help you assemble your own PC. No experience Necessary. Buying 
Assembling and Troubleshooting guide, info on setting up hard drives. 
| n C | U d e S 
Multimedia and Fax/Modems. Over 40 illustrations. 


RING FOR 
LATEST 
PRICES 


£5 Discount on your first purchase of computer kit 


Pentium Computer Kits from £429 + VAT = £504 


CHEQUE 


SWITCH 


56 Upper Road, Plaistow, London E13 ODH_ 


Tel: 0181 552 0220 _ =‘ Tel:/Fax: 0181 470 2158 


a VPN | Misia gy: lft} (SoM pa RCUL Colal if al=MexoMe] aml a MMM >EY/A11/-] oME] Col alii al-Move Mt] 41 ¢-¥-1 1-7-1 (stoma 
CORPORATE EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 


Our listing over shareware 
programs with prices ranging from | penny to under 2 pounds. 
Why pay £10.00 to £100.00 in the high street for programs you 

could be bored with in minutes. 
Whatever programs you need, be it 
chances are that we have it. 
Lots of the best programs around are shareware. 


For your catalogue simply phone (Ol 843)-865083 (24-hours) 


or email your address to ferrari@enterprise.net or write to:- 


Are you a FRUSTRATED armchair pilot who wants to fly anywhere and 
everywhere, but can’t get any sensible advice or find the products you need? 
Well, we can help you! We only specialize in flight (& car) simulation products 
and keep a complete selection of exclusive add-ons for Microsoft Flight 
Simulator, Lago Airline Simulator and even “real” pilot training simulations. 

If you have any technical difficulties, we give all our customers the support you 
| need, we have been established since 1989 and advice is offered by real pilots. 
*Official UK distributor of “Computer Pilot” Magazine* 
For our FREE colour newsletter, call or send a SAE to: 


The Hangars, Bristol Airport, 
: Lulsgate, Bristol BS19 3EP 

el: +44 (0) 1275 474550. Fax: +44 (0) 1275 474855 
www.resims.com 


8 Howard Road, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 1QX 
‘The U.K.’s shareware distributor’ 


100’s OF PROVEN MONEY MAKING IDEAS 


— most involving little or no start-up costs 
Here are just some [| each time you perform a 
NW Ny, { of the items included ets, simple task which takes you 5 minutes 
4, -inour BRAND NEW @ — MAKE £1,000’s 


r wi — without capital. 200 sources listed 
S] = publication: nie p sources listed 
Lot LJ] each week on the 
Vad Pn zi= Internet. No special skills required 
LI 
wig, Work for us compiling mailing lists 
L_] 
“49? DISK- “ALLO aia, Mailing commission circulars 


| 


Clip the coupon 
& send £14.95 to 
Gower Press, 
Suites 6 & 7 
Connies House, 
Rhymney River 
BHOGe ROGG,. 0 cascencniuicantsunstisiononniieedoee 
Cardiff CF3 7YZ [Ref PC/HM 


FLECTRONIC BOOK 
ORCRE \TEYOUR OWN, 
FANTASTIC MONEY MAKER 


[bs 2 0 0 Sane eee eA rs ge es NE ENO Ace em Oee 


Address: 


Unlimited Full Access, 
Unlimited E-mail addresses, 


High Speed Modem Connections 
8:1 User Ratio = 
Free SMB Web Site ™» 


8 Torville Drive, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST8 7TH 
CD-ROMs for Reference and Education 


GCSE Revision Guides Maths and Science Reading and Spelling 
AVV/5) ays me ee Design and Storage is Biology (Acacia).......15.95 sae ‘eared eee ae oats pan ee vos a 
Essential Science ( Dsrscanptaokede 5 Spelling & Punctuation 12.95 
: : : Chemisty (Aci 159 Algebra (10/10) secsssscteeeesoneen 12.95 Structured Spelling (10/10) .......12.95 
| DYeyaateheamatciests Registration ysics (Acacia)..15.95 Geometry (10/10) vvennenee 12.95 Reading Blaster (Ablac).........25.95 
Maths (Europress).....15.95 Number (10/10) ...ssssssssseseeeeeveeen 12.95 Reading Blaster Junior (Ablac) .25.95 
Maths (Letts)............. 15.95 Math Blaster Series (Ablac) ......25.95 Fun School Spelling (Europress) 19.95 


Virtual Servers 1 


Science (Letts)...........15.95 
Maths (Maths Soft) ...16.95 


Mega Maths Blaster (Ablac) .....25.95 
Fun School Maths (Europress)..19.95 


Super Solvers Spellbound (TLC) 22.95 
Alphabet Workshop (Vtech)......25.95 


SB) 


Free PC or Mac Software, New easy to install 
Win 3.1/95/NT4, Mac & Amiga Software 


100% UK Local Call Coverage 


Only 


| £7.50p.m. 
A ALL FORMATS 
Tel: 0131 445 5555 Fax: 0131 447 7131 'T COMPUTER FAIRS 


Email: info@abel.net.uk © Web: http://www.abel.net.uk B crs: sot 5 wih ts vue £2 


child. £2 all after 20m. Wheelchair users free. 


Max and the Machines (YITM) 34.95 
Maximania (YITM)...................34.95 


Fun School Young Scientist 

PISO ITCSS | sexksacaionsceronsctaheiacians 19.95 
Maths Workshop (Broderbund) .25.95 
Storybook Weaver Numbers Workshop (Vtech)......25.95 Postage free on orders over £25. 
Delia (TC) csncaiainsn 22.95 Colours & Shapes (Vtech)......... 25.95 Please add £2.00 otherwise E.&O.E. 


Call for details of these and many other titles included in our catalogue 


Creative Writing KidWorks 
Deluxe (Ablac).......... 25.99 


Fax: 01782 514985 


Full Internet , M 


Adult Admission 
£ Pr 


aCCeSss 


with this voucher 
(photocopies valid) 


June 1 Bristol 


Whitchurch Sports Centre, Barnfield, Whitchurch 


8 NorthWest Haydock Park Racecourse, J23 M6 


At the Fair you will find everything 
computing at far less than shop prices. In 


addition: to the lstest hardwate and Time Capsule, 100 Bucanan St., Coatbridge 


15 Glasgow 


Authorised Sun Reseller Ry Sun Support: Everyday 09.00 - 23.00 


<oiware Tiere ie often quien acon 21 North East Northumbria Centre, Washington, Dist 12 
hand kit. If you have a requirement for 

Dae eee ee ee ee anything to do with computers make sure July 5 Oxford Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, off A4142 
F . F ; . you visit a fair before spending any money. | 
Present this voucher when you sign up with Abel Internet and you will The savings can be quite impressive. 12 Milton Keynes Stantonbury Campus Leisure Centre, V7H3 
| ALL FAIRS 10am - 3pm. | 
he entitled to irae of eharne s : Stand Sales: ‘ 20 Birmingham Cocks Moors Woods Leisure Centre, Kings heat | 
you Abel Dial Account. | England 01572 757818/0973 175131 bank Stadi 
Scotland 01890 883807/0976 267039 26 Edinburgh: _. Meauesalk oe [ 
Redemption value 0.00001p 27 Harrogate — Ladies College Sports Hall, Duchy Road 
4 Introduce your friends and you will also receive an extra 4 a : [ 

The Original...and still the bes 


for each friend who signs up with Abel Internet 


2 subscription or each friend who signs up with Abel Internet fhe Original...and still ie 2! 


i 


TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIED PHONE 01625 878888 OR FAX 01625 850652 


Om—-71-—-MNHNFrO 
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COMPUTER FAIRS 


Abacus Computer Fairs 

Tel: 0151 482 0363 

Computer Ya LE Fax: 0151 289 2113 
Fairs Ltd. hitp: i ih Ake abacus. mersinet.co.uk/ 


Bowlers Leisure Centre, Trafford Park 


LLANDUDNO 


North Wales Conference Centre, Promenade 


BIRMINGHAM 


National Motorcycle Museum, Coventry Rd, Bickenhill, W Midlands 


LIVERPOOL 2 


Everton Park Sports Centre, Great Homer St. 


CHESTER 


Northgate Arena, Victoria Rd, ChesterCity Centre Ring Rd) 


LEEDS 


Morley Leisure Centre, Morley (Jct 27 M62) 


LIVERPOOL 1 


Mountford Hall, University of Liverpool, Mount Pleasant 


Free Technical Advice Desk at all Shows Bowlers 9am - 3pm 
Admission: Adults £2 Child/OAP £1 All Other Shows 10am - 3pm 


(‘UKE 


COMPUTER FAIRS 
LUNES 


3 een Kesteven Gon Centre N. ia 


ss Sth: CAMBRIDGE 
_— Cherry Hinton Village Sports Centre 


15th: LEICESTER 
- Parklands, Wigston Road, Oadby 


22nd: PETERBOROUGH 
- East of England Showground © 


_ 29th:KETTERING (Northants) 


oo _ ies Leisure Village 
bth: LI LN 


: oe - - North Kesteven Sports Centre nN. Hykeham 


HUNDREDS OF NEW AND WH COMPUTER BARGAINS F F 7 SALE 


“EVERYTHING FROM GAMES TO BUSINESS SYSTE. MS* 
n 10am-3pm, Adults £1.50, Oap’s, Students & Children £1.00. Under 10's 


GNI ISO). a 


(+ VAT @ 17.5% - DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE) 
Tel: UK FAIRS (0116) 279 6600 E-mail ukfairs@aol.com | 


COMPUTER 
) AUCTIONS | ) 


OVER 800 LOTS OF 
| NEW & USED PC’s | 
PERIPHERALS 
AND SUPPLIES | 


i THURSDAY EVENING 5th JUNE i 
View 5.30pm Start 6.30pm 
OXFORD 
: LINTON LODGE HOTEL ; 
Linton Road Off Banbury Road 
(Approx 1 mile City Centre) 


: SATURDAY 7th JUNE ; 
View 9.30am Start 11.00am 


CHESTER — CHESHIRE 
‘ ROYAL MAIL SOCIAL CLUB f 
Homer House, Station Road 


i (Jct 12 M53) | 


TUESDAY EVENING 10th JUNE 
View 5.30pm Start 6.30pm 


SHEFFIELD — S. YORKSHIRE 
GROSVENOR HOUSE HOTEL 
Charter Square 
Sheffield City Centre 


Lame 
P.C, REPAIRS & UPGRADES I eNO aie 
FAST RELIABLE 2ar NEC on Jet 6 Mae Motorway 
SERVICE 


Frese crane] 
MOST COMPONENTS 


=: =as INSTOCK 


} NORTHAMPTON : 
COUNTY CRICKET GROUND 
ZZ STOCKPORT ROAD, 
DENTON, MANCHESTER 


FREE DISK 


Claim yours by sending a first class stamp to:- 
PATHFINDER PD (PH), 
41 Marion Street, Bingley, West Yorkshire, BD16 4NQ. 
Tel/Fax 01274 565205 EMail-Sales @ pathpd.demon.co.uk 


You will also receive a full listing of all our CD Rom titles (Games, 
utilities, multimedia, Internet & many more subjects covered) & 
thousands of shareware programs (with prices starting at just 50p) - 
in fact something of interest for all PC users - plus for a limited time 
the disk will contain a FREE game & extra Dark Forces levels. 
You can now download a full list of titles stocked and see our latest special offers at our Web site:- 
http://www.pathpd.demon.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE HERE 
TELEPHONE 
MARK OSBORN OR 
CARRIE NASH 
ON 


01625 878888 


NOTTINGHAM 
MOAT HOUSE HOTEL 
Mansfield Road (A60) 
(Approx 1 mile City Centre) ; 


Traxupack CATALOGUE SERVICE 
TEL: 0336 418062 d 
(Calls cost 50p per minute) 
| CATALOGUE AVAILABLE AT SALE £1 | 
: or send £1 for Catalogue by post to: ' 
Traderdesk (Auctions) Ltd, 
PO Box 2809, 
Bromsgrove B61 0DG 


| TRADERDESK | 


: (AUCTIONS) LIMITED | 
ee TEL: 0121 445 1794 1 


CHELTENHAM RACE COURSE 
| = BIRMINGHAM — WEST BROMWICH 
Tel/Fax 01423 562578 i 
catalogue, prices and product reviews. 
Kingdom - £48.99, Rescue Air 991 - £31.88, 4 
£24.99, Flight Commander - £23.99, 


; Wantage Road ‘ 
TEL: 0161-320-0903 Pes eae 
CV SIMULATIONS: MOAT HOUSE HOTEL 
(Distributing to RAF & BSI Agencies) 
Flight Simulator 5.1 - £32.49, Flight Simulator 6.0 
Preflight - £18.98, Flight Deluxe (Eng/Wales) - 
Perfect Flight - £15.50, Back to Baghdad - £23.99, 


SATURDAY 5th JULY 
; View 9.30am Start 11.00am i 
FAX: 0161-320-1903 (M5 Jct 10/11 — Follow Park & Ride signs) 
(on Jct 1, M5 Motorway) 
Flight simulations specialists! 
E-Mail: 106676.2664@ Compuserve.Com 
(Win 95) - £34.94, A. TF (Gold) - £35.99, 
£14.99, Flight Adventures - £28.99, 
F15 Eagle Replica Sticks (Talon) - £49.99, 


CHELTENHAM 
FLIGHT SIMS SUNDAY 6th JULY 
: View 9.30am Start 11.00am ; 
11 Coppice Rise, Harrogate, HG1 2DP. ; WEDNESDAY EVENING 9th JULY : 
View 5.30pm Start 6.30pm 
Telephone for free membership, comprehensive i 
F’S.F:X. - £27.99, British Isles - £20.99, United 
Final Approach - £23.99, Airline Adventures - 
CH Prothrottle - £89.98, F16 FLCS/F16 TQS - £112.99. 


FAX: 0121 447 ney 


eee ee a 


| NEW SERVICE | 
J_, TRADE SALES LISTINGS 


This is a service for trade buyers and 
consists of two A4 pages of items f 
we are instructed to offer for 
: clearance by private treaty. 
" Dial 0336 418063 on your 
hands free press start when asked. i 
: Calls cost 50p per min at all times. f 
Listings updated each Monday. 


Squadron Commander - £69.95 
V.A.T. Included Sales Lines Open 
Monday-Saturday 9.00am - 9.00pm 


MMMM 


43 WOODLEY PRECINCT 
HYDE ROAD, WOODLEY 
STOCKPORT SK6 1RJ 


Gomputers Ltd — BE 184285 3823 


APRIL OFFER 


Only 100 each of these machines in stock. 
Be the first to own the latest K6 MMX Machine 


AMDK5P75 MULTIMEDIA £599 inc VAT 
£659 inc VAT 


AMDK6 MMX166 MULTIMEDIA £81 3 inc VAT 


CYRIX P133 MULTIMEDIA 


Machine specifications are:- 

Pentium VX Pro Motherboard with 512KB Pipeline Burst 
Cache, Large 1.3Mb HDD, 3.5” FDD, 1Mb PCI Video Card, | 
16Mb of Ram (except AMDP75 machine which comes with #a 
8Mb), Eight Speed IDE CDRom Drive, 16 bit Stereo Sound (ie 
-Card, 80W Speakers, 14” SVGA Colour Monitor, WIN 95, § 
Keyboard, MS compatible Mouse. Motherboard will support 
speeds up to 233MHz and up to 384Mb of Ram. 


Built in a Minitower or Desktop to suit your requirements. 
All prices include VAT @ 17.5%. 


Phone the Mail Order Hotline now for these Special Offers. 


All Major Credit Cards accepted — Switch/Delta no surcharge. 
All others 3% surcharge applies. 


Phone now and we will Post/Fax our latest 
Price List to you. 


REGULAR 


oming Next Month 


The August issue not only comes complete with the best full product ever 
given away — anywhere - but is also jam packed with some of the best 


7 | 
editorial ever written — honest! Here’s what you can expect... On 
ale 29th 
EVERY NEW GAME REVIEWED AND RATED \ | 
Computer | — 
ini ye . The essential da LL home computing 
— f= = aa. } , 
Your PC can go wrong in a frightening J } 7 ee, od Le | | y : 
number of ways, but many of the problems J : bod ral 4 Jf ol 4 
you encounter can be fixed without too much 7 | ee bed | | ' 
in the way of technical know-how or compe- | ee ] J : . \ 
tence. It’s just a case of knowing what you're re j 
: | i; : 


doing, what to look out for and what the causes 
could be. Well, OK that all sounds pretty com- 
plicated, but really a lot of it is down to good 
common sense. Next month our talented 


team of PC Physicians show you what to | _ 
do in an emergency. And don't , r 
| worry ~ they haven't lost a ® 


" mi: i ff | . ' 
patient ae % | : —_  # : | 


07. Issue 59 OM 


ye 
) : 
CHING 
| Millennium | 
){ c | ~ . 

20 of heii Y5 Us soma Bugged . What problems will the year, 
pry 4] ELLLB) Uy Bl ay On New Years Day 2000, the world could : 9000 pose for your: PCg 
iad Wor? DE) ay wake up to millions of broken down comput- 

ers throwing everyone and everything into con- 
fusion. Because computer programs that are more 


than a few years old cannot recognise a year ending 
in 00, they will think that 2000 is some completely 
different year. The resulting panic and overload ! 
could bring computer systems crashing down or | 
everywhere. At least that’s the story if you be- i tin | 
lieve everything you read. But what is the comntl wi 
real truth about the Millennium Bug Our P¢ 
and how could it affect you? | 
We'll tell you next And the ‘uil sentence you 
month, car expect to receive 


20 
crimes to 


commit with your Wired 
od wed: The latest 


e, hard drives 
colour inkjets 


[cuimrar 


100% fully tested — not for resale 


We unveil our new Internet section — 
the Web —- bring you tips on 
Battlecruiser 3000 and MDK in Home 
and Dry, preview the best up and com- 
ing adventure games in Under 
Development, expand the Leisure 


OK, so we promised it for this issue but you 
know how these things are! Anyway, the long- 
awaited follow-up to November’s 50 Things to do 
with your PC... feature will definitely (maybe) 
make this issue. And, as we said in these ee 

pages last month, this time we’re looking : 


PLEASE CONSULT 


64.99 He M1 " 


Dome and solve yet more problems in o 

our First Aid section. And of course more criminal activities hick a home com- 

there’s loads more for you to get your puter can be put to. If you fancy doing 
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~~ makes it easy for you 


NO MODEM? NO PROBLEM! ENTANET offers you the complete Internet solution! Sign up for our 
annual subscription at £89.99+VAT and you qualify to purchase a 33.6K external modem* for only 
£84.95+vat. (We're even waiving the normal set-up fee of £25.00+vatT.) This crazy offer is only 
available for a limited period, so don't delay - call us now to get on that superhighway! 


The ENTANET annual subscription account offers unlimited dial-up access, 5MB of Web 


space, virtually unlimited e-mail addresses, fully licensed browser software, local call rates 


UK wide and access to telephone support Yam to 9pm daily. 


ENTANET currently operates low 8:1 ratio, 33.6K modem racks (soon to be 56K with 


our new US Robotics™ Total Control Hub). 


Don't miss out — this is a limited offer 


— call freephone 0500 368263 NOW 


© 


* Modems subject to availability; £10 shipping charge applies 


ENTANET International Ltd., Stafford Park 6, Telford, Shropshire. TF3 3AT 
Tel: 0500 368263 Fax:01952 419922 e-mail: info@enta.net Web Site: http://www.enta.net 
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Matrox Rainbow Runner - video editing made easy and affordable 


Set the lights, grab your camcorder and yell "action"! Creating your own 
home movies is just part of the exciting universe of video applications you 
can now explore with the new Matrox Rainbow Runner Studio.This add-on 


card for the Matrox Mystique accelerator lets you create and edit high 
quality movies just like a pro. By using the free video editing software included, you can 
even personalize your movies with Hollywood style special effects, titles and sound. 
What's more, you can. explore video conferencing over the Net to keep in touch with 
family and friends. Play PC games on your big screen TV. Enjoy full screen hardware 
MPEG1 video, and much more! | | 


As the winner of over 200 awards for our world renowned products, Matrox is the leader 
in developing state-of-the-art technology that is reliable and easy to use. Choose the 
leader in graphics and video. Choose Matrox. 


H/W MJPEG Video | PC to TV Hardware _ ‘TV Tuner ‘PC-VCR’ DVD 
Video Editing Conferencing! Output MPEG Option Feature Upgradeable — 


PC games on TV and more 
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01793 44 12 09 http:/www.matrox.com/mga | 


Matrox (UK) Ltd. 6 Cherry Orchard West, Kembrey Park, Swindon, England SN2 6UP, Tel.: 01793 44 11 00 Fax: 01793 44 11 99 BBS: 01793 48 99 06 
* Recommended retail price. Some dealers may sell for less. Software bundle available es with retail product. Rainbow Runner products can only be used in conjunction with Matrox Mystique. 1.Video conferencing software included. 


